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REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS.
REATH BRPORE THE KIX0'S CO. INSTITUTR ¥ J. W. CANPBRLL.
- Thero is aud can be no disputo as to the necess-
ity of rowards and punishments, but thero mny bo
a differenco In the minds of individuals as to the
forms they 1aay take, to the cxtent they may be
carried and to the causes which eall for iem,
Without them there can bo no law and chey are
constantly appealed to by the law of consclence.
A school cannot Lo conducted efficiently without
them. In tho minds of children tho sonso of right
sud wrong are Lut imperfectly doveloped and they
must fecl that thero is a gratification in the per.
formance of duty. Inorder togive them this fecl-
ing of gratification thoy must s stimulated by the
hopoe of reward fu somo onc of its forms. But re-
wards must be restrained to suit the temper and
tho physical ability of the children. They inust
also be kopt 1u their proper place, that isin a place
of strict subjection to the highermotives, It would
bo casy to raise them in the opinion of children so
that-they would regard them as tho cnd of their
conduct. They may be attentive and obedient,
but their attention and obedicace might be given
simply for the hope of gaining some tangziblo re-
ward., Inlike manaer they might be induced to
give their attention or to be obedient from thefear
of some. thmtcnc(l punishment. Thesc stimulants
aro often mmued and it is hard to say whichisthe
most debasing government of a school—by bifbery

or by compulsion.

Rewards and punisbments should be exercised in
Taoral as well 3 intellectual conduct. But itis
too common to confine them solely to the meotal
abilty, thus leaving out of sight the importance of
morality in the pupils. Now, in my mind, habits
of good moral conduct are ot moro importanco and
should stand ir. a higher estimation with the teach-
ct thay themero intelligent answe ing of questions,
A great deal of discretion should be used by tho

‘teecher to €etermine in which dircetion the pupil

nceds a siimulus. Rewards and ‘punisbments
should Lo regulated to suit the capacity of
tho different pupils. A pupil should not receivon
roward simply beeause he outstrips s}l the other
pupxll in his class, nor should the. others be puo-
ished becauss their intellectual facultics arc not so
keen ashis, The samo can be said of tho moral
side of the question. Some arc natumlly good,
while others have to cultivate the habit of being
good. Therefore rewards and punishments should
bo given according to what a pupil has made him-
self not according to what nature has made him,

Rewards and punishments may be natural or ar-
tificial. By the natural we mcan the pleasures or
inconveniences which vaturally arise from actions,
Thus the habit of being truthful ina child gives
confidence in his word, while on the other hand
{alschood leads us to distrust him, TUnder thenat
ural may also be lacluded praize and censure.

Theo artificial are so called because they do not
of necessity spring out of the actions with which
they are connected.  There arc two of theso artifi-
cial fewards in uso in schools, viz. : the arrange-
ment of pupils in classes according to their merits,
and the giving of prizes. The first of these is by
no mesns cssential to *ho successful management of
a school, allhough it may beused with good effect.
Imunnch as its influence is felt by tho whole
school it has a decided advnnhgo over the giting
of prizes. Prizessre-not within the reach of all
who descrve them, and oply a few of the smarter
ones can obtain them. Thus their effect on the
class as a whole is lost, for tho class soon finds who
aro tho oncs likely to obtsin thém and tho remain.
der givo up tho contest, thus they tend to discour
3g0 competition throughout the class as a whole.

Certificates are anothér form of rewards in
use b schools. If these aro modified o suit the

capacity of the school for which they aro in.
tended: thero scoms 'to o no veason why they

and good conduct of the sclicol. They ore somo-
times of a benefit to tho holder oftor he leaves
school, to help him get a position {n business, and
thus tboy have an important cffect upon his futuro
success {a life.

Punishments ured in schools aro of three sinde,
impositions, corp.oip), aud expulsion, Impositions
are applicable to offences which aro incidental to
class work. If a pupil comes in late he may be
kept in at some of his play hours, but the teacher
should always Lo curcful to ascertain to what ex-
tent it is the pupil’s own fault. Inattention isa
fault which may ho but a paternl weakness in thoe
caso of young children. But it sometiizes
exhibits iteelf in the casc of elder pupils,
The teacher should then cxamine himsc'i(
and see if it is not in part attributable to
his own management of the school. Having satis.
fied himsclf that his management is comparatively
good he may resort to the private udmonition of
tho pupil, or to giving him a lower placo in tho
class, and, in exceptional cases, he may sit the pupil
astde directly under his cye. Imposition may also
he practiced in regard to lack of preparation.

Corporal punishment and expulsion should be
used only in very csceptional cases; but cases will
ariso in which they will have to bo resorted to for
tho benefit of tho school as a whole. If a pupil is
morally bad, and persists in his bad habits alter
all the milder means havo been resorted to, tho
teacher may uso corporal punishment, and if this
fails in its object tho last means of all, viz. explu-
sion, must bo resarted to in order that the morais
of the nther pupils may not bocorrupted.  Butall
punishments, whatever form they take, should bo
reformatory, that is,-they abould seck to reform
the wrong-doer. Hence, tn summing up we sce
the propricty of connccting rewards apd punish-
ments in regard to the. government of a school,

Tho rewards should be the positive application
of the lovo of activity, love of kaowledge, love
of approbation abd the moral pleasures; the pun-
ishments the negative application of the same
raotives,

CULTIVATING A TASTE IN PUPILS
FOR SOUND ENGLISH LITERATURE.

DXA) BIFORE TNE XING'E COUNTT INSITIDYX, T2 8
CHAPMAN, A, B,

It has been well said that the primo object of
cducation s to make good citizens,  Sothoughtour
legislators who gave us free schools. Industry, in-

ance. Whatever might be said of the ballads ot s
country when they constituted the cklef literature of
the inasses, it scems evident now that he who writes
the Mtemture of a country need eare little whomakes
the laws.

1WWith many a youth there is no instrument so
powerful in forming the character as the readiog
matter that falls ioto his bands. Yt may excert such
an inQlucnce for good or for evil that unless it be
worth reading our Isbour in his behalf witlbe worse
than uscless; for the power that knowledgo bas
given him may be used liko a weapon in the hacds
of a mzniac to bring about bis own destruction. It
will be readlly admitted that the mind, likc thy
body, srows by what it foeds on; that thebent givea
to ils carly plastic state Is the one it is kel to fol-
low in aftcr years; that tho boy unconsclously be-
romes liko tho bero !n tho talo wbich ho: reads
With regard to tho readlog of tho sensational novc]
it will also Le sdiitted that cach Todividual has
only & limited stock of cncrgy. and-such Isthe oo
relation of forces in man,” that the more thatis
speat in mere fecing, leaves so much tho less for
thought, will and action. ‘The ** luxury of pity, 28 an

emotion, cnding In ftsclf or at best in tears avda

shuuld not hava a Leptficial cffect on tho diligenco

telligence and morality arc of the highest import- |

long breath,” may bo so fndulged in as to Lecomo
morbld; selfish prasion, nllkodegradlng aud oxhatst-
fig, while lfxe nctlve pridciple. of pity, as a fotive
to rellove sufferisg ond distress; may bo-almost
wanting.

Tho work thio teacher is to direct tho activitics
of the pupll in pmpor channels, so that thero may
Ue no waste, but that all his encrgles may bo pro-
ductive. Wo should strivo to cultivate such a tasto
for what {s purc and clovating on the great *‘ High.
waya of Literaturo” that when onco on that road
tho pupil will not turn asido to proy on the worth-
lcss garbagoe of tho gutter.

In the few suggestions which I sball mako on
somu of themesus of auaeting his end, I would
say that constderlng its lmportanco wo shonld make
tho object itself a special ono, And thea wo will, per-
Liaps, ind more means at our command than wo
would havo thoughs possible. Ia fact the falthful
aud earnest performauco of our duty as ceutem
plated by tho course of nstruction, will go very far
towards securing the desired result.

Our school readers contaln a valuable treasury of
literaturo which few, I think, havo ever fully ex-
hausted. I would strongly emphasizo tho polnt that
{rom tho very first tho punil bo wado to understand
every sentenco that is read. To socuro this, T have
somctimes thouglt it best not to take up every les
80D in order as it occurs In the book, when I found
ope that I considered beyond the capacity of the
class. I'would further mcommcnd an carlier and
more general uso of tao dictionary than I lhink
commonly pm\‘ulls. Then, when tho pupll mlly
understands what he reads, (and we can test this by
requiring him ¢o reproduce tho meaning in his own
words, or if far cnough advanced, to write abstracis
of it). when ho has been taught to notlco tho exccl-
Iences of thought and style, and has memorized tho
cholco selectlons of poctry, a great siep will havo
been galned.  Other “ gems of poetry,” not found
in the readers, may b6 written on tho dlackboard; or
given as dictation excrclsas, and then stored in the
memorv whenee, ko houschold words, they. will
never moro depart,

What a storc of noblo thoughts and moral pre-
cepts can in this way be given almost incldentally.
A certain writer, who recommends this practice,
says: “The lllcrature of the world embodies & uni-
versal moral crced At the shriao of noble thoughts
tho devotm of all creeds may bow as brothers.”
Uslog these in this way we will be aceompllsb-
ing aiwo-fold object. Wo will bo giviog ihstruc-
tlon in moral actions and habits, aed we will be
furnishing the pupll with such a draught from the
fountaln of higher literaturc as shall produce per
hapsall through hislifo a longiog to return to that
“old osken buckel” whoto pure waters refresh
without intoxicating.

Havo wo not all felt, 2s we cama in contact .with
the thoughts of a great author, how

** Tho tidal wavoe of deeper sonls

Into our fnmost bei.

Azd lifts us unawares

Out of all mesner cares.”
It is said that tho Arabs of old were wons to
teack thelr young the u:dylug theughts of their
pocts under thd nswo of *unstoing péarla” Let
us {ollow thelr example and give our pupils some of
tho bright gems with which our Hteraturo abounds,
5o thst they 160 will long_ te become divers In the
same great ocean,

Theo, again, In the Useful Knowledge Lesson,
provition is made for a ground work in Natural
Sclence,—a subject which is justly ‘becoming. mora
and more popular. Pupils when tralned to obscrve
‘and classify objocts of the anlmal, vegetable or
mincral world will wish to know mors sbout them
and will.bsin a position 1o resd with intelligence
works on thesg subjects, and asquaint themsclves
wlth the wondm of tho creation. And this leads
mo to think of nnother inmumcnt. of groat xmpon-
ance—a goodschool IIbmry Such s llbmy. con
ta!nlng the standard pocts, b!ographla, works on
stlence, travel and fction, would aﬂord an oppor-
tunlty for both teacher and pupll to carry out'tho
torcgoing hints. But in most districts there is




