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NORFOLK ISLAND AND ITS PEOPLic.
A LEITER FR031 TRE REV. GEORGE NOUDS.

A lotter lately received fromn Mr. Nobbs, tlicir excellent pastor, gives a full
description of this interesting community a4 thî present time. 'I'lie <;iaintness
of the larîguage is accouuted for by. his havit r so fewv opportituities of cou-
versing in'Eilglislî exccpting wvitlî his owvu people. T'he lctter i'g dated Norfolk
Island, January 29î1î, 1866.

"As respects the influence of remnoval frQm Pitcaitn's Island, it is nlow tiearly ton
years silice tfbat niomtorable oxoclus, and it is, only now tlhat frequent % i iits to Ne%% Zoaland
have commenced, ix! consequence of tho necessity of exporting our proiluce to Auck-
land. Very unrernunerative price-i only eati be obtgined for it, the tfratrieidal Ameri-
can ivar having aliolished our former commerce with thieir wvhale-ships. Whiat nmay ho
the effeet of the extension of our relations witt the great world is at presoxit unecrtnin,
but 1 humhly trust ' nîy litie childrcn' will rcmomber the way in whieh ihicy have
been wondrously led, the blessings so munificently acccirdcd thieni, andI the infinito
love which lias 8o uncleviatingly brou lt them thus fitr Zionwaxrd. 1 rejoice in these
opening prospects, but it is nevcrthe 1ess '<vÇli fear axnd trembling. Stili, 1 suppose
they must piss the ordeal; and niy constant praver is, that llagar's coîxtidence and St.
Paul's faith may bo theirs. It is probable that the Ilishop of Melaxiesixi will cstablish
a collegý_at this p>lace for the recep)tion of pupils front the isies of dxirkiess nrounid us.
n~e will obtain the assistance of several of ouroung people. Two have alrcady laid
dow.a their lives, faithful unto death. One of tlieso nmartyrs '<mas a soli of mine whorn
1 had fondly thoughit 1 should have welcoaied as niy successpr; but it is not so ta be.
The otîrer, Fisher Young, %<vas a most dev<oted servant o! his Lord. and,*\Iastcr. They
literally diod praying for their mnurderors. Another o! niy sons lias ju!st goll with
Bishop Patteson, and 1 trust hf iay bocome te that worthy 'Man w<hat bis lordahip de-
nominatcd the dear departed olle--' a beloved brother.'<

" lYour reques *t to know soniething of NoyfoIk Island 'may~ be comp'lied* withiî a few
words. The former reputation was such.as to induce the Ifome GQvertnîent to break
up the penal esîtblishmnent, -whicli '<aà a compôund of horror and atrocity. The is-
land is very fertile, and our renioval hither is -most beneficial to thc tommnunity.
Cattle are abundant, potatoes and Indian corn thrive w<eil, and the produce of butter
in the winter, ay)d checse in the summer, is more than suflicient for our use. Thon we
havé horses; and boys and g irls are good equestrians. On Saturdays, and other holi-
day occasions , they ride out to the farmi allotments îno one nt present residing thero
permanently, by reason that we have such cominodious dwel lings ini tho principal
hamlet, calle'd Kingston. Somte casualties have occurred, though they are less frequent
of late years. But do not suppose there is naught else but amusement : every one bas
to -work, and frequently the labour is severe ; nevertheless, iNillixig hearts, roady hands,
aad oontented mxnds make thesle necessary exertions very endurable, and evea pleas.
ant. Could a market be obtained for our vegetable and dairy produce, the dificul ty of

lproviding other domestia'requirements for the coxnfort and well-being of our generally
large families would le~ entirely obviated. Stili, as it is, we have much to be grateful
for. ' The linos have fallen to*us in goodly places; yea we have a goodly heritage.'

"«Herses, horned cattll (sheep the property of the Home Government), and s'<vne,
are the principal animaIs, and thrive w<ell. Ait island, four miles off, swarmsl with
rabbits--not eaten by opr people geaerall)-and the siea, suppliesu with a goodly
amtount of fish. The fruits are fig8, guavas, peaches, and melens; grapes at present
are not abundant, nor are orange:i Tbere is not a venomous animal, reptile, or in-
aeot. eave a very few xnesquitoes îeart e sea-shore; but extensive colonies of rats and
mice are kept from the dwelling-houtes by that guardian gexrius, the cat. On the


