172

MISSIONARY REGISTER.

November

Eyo gave utterance on this occasion.—
These are not his very words, for of
course he spoke in his rative language ;
neither are they a verbatim translation ;
but they are just a reprint of the ideas his
words conveyed ta the minds of my
entirely trustworthy informams, They
were not attered connectedly in one set
speech, but as occasion and his spirit
moved him.

Young Eyo, you may be sure, was
neither dumb nor timid on this memora-
ble occasion. He acted his part right
nobly. He told his father, that if there]
was a converted man in Calabar, it was
not at all due to him, but to God alone ;
if there was a thought in his heart tow-
ards the wo:d of God. it was God who
had implanted it there ; and if he was the
means of ennouraging, in aay degree, the
spread of the knowledge of God, it was
God who had enabled him, and to whom
belonged all the glory. He was very
angry, he said, to hear his father urging
delay in the matter of giving themselves
te the service of God — it was perilons
and decidely wrong; aud as to what he
had said 1n reference to the missionaries,

he for himself looked upon them as a con.
firmation of their teachings. In reply
to some, and among them Tom Eyo, thef
head of the Houesty family, who affirmed’;
that the boys had two gods, this visible
god upon earth—ramely, King Eyo, and|
the God above ; young Eyo, said, thatif
they entertained such s thought in their)
hearts they could not for a moment be con-
sidered the children of God. They had/§
but one God, whom they were bound su-|j§
premely to obey, and a master to whon
they could render only a subordinate obed:- |
ence. To others who afficraed that they) g
were lying hypocrites, he replied by avow-
ing his entire belicf of their sincerity, an{,
continued he. pointing to the little group, | K
You ¢2n do them no real harm! God 15§
their father ! Geod istheir protector ! Andij
so long as they abide by Hum, He willj}
abide by them! What! shouted Enay,i§
one of the chief men, can I not do whatl|§
chonse with such contemptible little slaves!
“ No,” said young Xyo: and added{l &
Nemeti, ¢* Here [ stand, and by the grace |8
of God I shall abide by my profession.;E
Light your fires and,buxn me if you like! g
1 dare not saccumb.”
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