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capseity, tho virtuos and the vices, nnd the follies
of mankind, but they should bs informed also, or &t
teast should be tanght to obsorve moro particularly
what aro tho peculiar tempers, sppotitos, passions,
powors, good ond ovil qualiltics of tho persons with
whom they have most to dn in the world ; that thoy
may loarn to behave wisely with regard to others,
mu{ thus yon may mako a_ proper improvement of
alt the brighter and darkor characters which they
obsorve amongst me . hoth for their own advantago,
and for the benefit o iheir follow-creatures.  This
roay have a happy influonce to lead them to avoid
the vices and l'ulries which have plunged others into
mischicf, to imitato tho virtues of thoso who hiave
behaved woll in lifs, and to securo themsclves from
any dangors aud miscrios, as well as to pity the
wenkaessos and sorrowes of mankind, and afferd
thom a willing and cheerful relief.

3. The knowledge of the thiuﬁs of the world,
wund tho various affairs of buman lifo, must be in.
cloded a3 one of the chief foundations of prudence.
Tt wonld bo cudless to run over particulars of this
kind ; but in a special mannor young porsons should
apply themselves to know thoso things which most
nearly concern them, and which havo the most im-
mediate relation to their own business ond duty, to
their owa intercst and welfare ; and it is a valuable
part of wisdom to neglect other things, and not to
yraste our timo aud spirits in them, when they
stand in any competition with our proper and most
important work, whether we consider ourselves as
men or as Christians. ’

Solomon tells us, Eccles. iii. 1. 17. and viii. 5,
6. There is both timae and judsmem for every
work. and for every purpose under tho heaven;
and that a wise man's heart discernoth both time
and judgment: that is, he judgeth well concernin
what is to bo done, and the time whon to do it; an
thercfors the misery of mun is groat upon him, be-
cause he knows not this time and judgwment, he
doth ncither di.cern what is proper to bo doae,
nor the_proper scason of doing it. Prudenco con-
sixts in jadzing well what is to be said, and what is
to bo done, on every new occasion; whon to lie
stil), and when to be active; when to keep silence,
and when 1o speak; what to avoid, and what to
pursuo ; how to actin every difficulty ; what means
0 meke use of to compass such an ond ; how to be-
fhavs in every circomstance of lifs, end in ali com-
panies : how to gain the favour of mankind in order
to promote our happiness, and to do the most ser-
vice to God and the most good to men, according
20 that stotion we possess, and those opportunities
waich we enjuy-

For this purpose thero is no hook hetter than the
Proverbs otp Solomon. Sevoral of tho first chapters
sedm to be written for young meo, under the name
of Solomon's son ; and all the rest of them ghould
be made familiar to youth by their frequent con-
verss with them, and treasuring them upin their
fiead and heart.
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THE VOYAGE OF LIFE; AN ALLEGORY.

«Life,' says Sencca, *is a voyage, in the pro-
gress of which we are perpetually changing our
wmcenes: we first leave childhood behind us, then
youth, then tho years of ripened manhood, then
ths better or moro pleasing part of old age.’—The
perusnl of this passage having excited in me a frain
of reflections on the state of man, the incessant
fluctuation of his wishes, the gradual change of his
disposition to all external objects, and the thought-
lessness with which he floats alpng the stream of
ume, I sunk into a slumber amidst my medirations,
and, on 2 sudden, found my ears filled with the tu-
malt of labor, the shouts of alacrity, the shrieks of
alarm, the whistlo of winds, and the dash of wators.

My astonishwent for a time repressed my curiosity;
but toon recovering myself so far as to inquire
whither we were going, and what was tho causo of
such clamour and confusion; I was told that wo

woro launching out into the occan of Life ; that wo
had already passed the straits of Infancy, in which
multitndes had porished, some by tho weakness and
fragility of their vesscls, and more by the folly,
perversness, or negligeuce of those who undertook
to steer thom ; t wo wero now on the main
sea, abandoned to the winds and billows, without
sny othor means of sccurity than the care of the
pilot, whom it was always In our power ¢o choose,
amovng great nesnbers that offercd their direction
aad assistance.

I then looked round with anxious eagesness ; and,
first turning my oyes behind mo, saw & stream
flowing through flowery islands, which every one
that sailed along scomed to behold with ploasure 3
bnt no sooner touched, than the current, which,
though not noisy or turbulent, was yet irresistible,
bore him away. Beyoud these isfunds, all woe
darkness ; nor could any of the passeugers describe
the shore at which he first ombarked.

Beforo mo, and on cither side, v.as an expnnso
of waters violently agitated, and covered with so
thick n nist, that the most perspicacious oyes could
seo but a littlo way. It appenred to he fulf of rocks
and whirlpools, for many sunk unexpectedly whilo
thay wore courting the gnle with fulrmils. and in-
sulting those whom thoy had left behind.  So nu-
morous, indeod, were the dangers, and so thick
the darkness, that no caution could confer security.
Yot thero were many, who, by false intelligence,
betrayed their followers into whirlpools, or by vio-
lence pushed these whom they found in their way
against tho rocks.

The current was invariable and insurmountable ;
but though it was impossible to sail against it. or to
return to the place that was onco passed, yot it was
not so violent as to allow no opportunitics for dox-
terity or courage, sinco, though none could retreat
back from danger, yet thoy inight often avoid it by
an obliquo direction.

It was, however, not very common to steer with
much caro or prudence, for, by some universal in-
fatuation, overy man appearcd to think himself
safe, though he saw his consorts every moment
sinking round him; and no scoucr had the waves
closed over them, than their fate and their miscou-
duct were forgotten ; the voyago was pursued with
the same jocund confidenco ; every 1aan congratu-
lating himself on tho soundneoss of his vessel, and
believed himself able to stem tho whirlpool in whick
his friend was swallowed, or glide over the rocks
on which ho was dashed ; nor vas it often observed
that tho sight of a wreck made any man change his
courso ; if he turned aside for a moment, he soon
forgot the rudder, and left himsclf again to tho dis-
posal of chance,

Thiz negligonce did not procecd from indifference
or from weariness of their present condition ; for
not one of those who thus rushed upon destruction
failed, when he was rinking, to call loudly upon
his associates for that holp which could not now be
given him : and many spent their last moments in
cautioning others against tho folly by which they
were intercopted in the midst of their course. Their
benevolence was sometimes praised, but their ad-
monitions were unregarded.

The vessels in which we had embarked, being
confessedly unequal to the turbulence of the stream
of life, were visibly impaired in the courso of the
voyage, 50 that every passenger was certain, how
long soever he might, by favorable accidents, or by
}nccssam vigilance, be preserved, ho must sink at

ast,

This necessity of perishing might have been ex-
pected to sadden tho gay, and intimidute the das-
1ng, atloast to keep the melancholy end timorous,
in perpetual torments, and hinder them from an
enjoyment of the varieties and gratifications whi
nature offered them as the solace of their labors;
yet in effect none seemed less to expect destruction
than those to whom it was most droadful; they all
had the art of concenling their danger from them-
solves ; and those who knew thoir inability to bear
the sight of the terrors that cmbarrassed their way,
took care nover to look;{prwvard, ‘But found sordie
amusement of the present moment, and generally
entertained themselves by playing with Hope, who
was the constant associate of the Voyago of Life.

Yet all that Hopo ventured to promise, even to
those whom sho favered most, was, not that they
should escape, but-that they should sink last: and
with this promiso overy one was sausfied, though
ho laughed at the rest for seeming to beliove It
Hope, indeed, apparently mocked the credulity of
her compenions ; for, in egroptmion as their vesels
grew leaky, she redoubled hrer assurances of safoty ;
and nono ~ere mors busy in Making provisions for
a long voyage, than they whom all but themselves
saw hikely to perish soon by irrgparable decay.

¥n the midst of tho eurrent of Life, was tho gulph
of IsxrexMrxnrancs, a dreadful whitlpool, interspers-
ofl with rocks, of which the pointed crogs wero con-

Jeerled untler water, and

the tops toverd with

187

TE — R——
herbago, on which Ease spread couches of repuse ;
and :&nth shados, whero Ploasuro warbled lbopcon
of invitation. Within the sight of these rocks, a
who sailed on tho oceanof Lifo must necessarily pass.
Reason indoed was always at hand to steer the
passengors through a narrow outlot, by which thdy
might escape : but vory few could, by ker entres-
tios or remonstrances, bo induced to put the radder
into her hand, without stipulating that she should
approach so near tho rocks of l’ﬁmsuro. that they
might sclaco themselvos with a short enjoyment of
that dclicious regon, after which they always do-
termined 10 pursuo their courso without any other
doviation.

Roason was too often provailed upon o far by
theso pronuses, as to venturo hor charge within the
eddy of tho gulph of Intemperance, where, indecd,
the circumvolution was weak, but yet intor-
rupted the courso of the vessel, and drow it, by in-
sensible rotations, towards the centre. She thon
repented her temerity, and with all her forco on-
doavourod to rotreat ; but the draught of the gulph
was gencrally too strong to be overcomo; and lfxo
pnsscn%cr, having danced in circles with a pleasin
and giddy veloeity, was at last overwhelmed ap
lost. Those few whom Reason was ablo to extri-
cate, generally suffered so many shocks upon the
points which shot oyt from the rocks of Pleasure,
that they were unable to continue their course with
the same strength and facility as before, but floated
along timorously and feebly, endangered by every
breeze, and shattered by every ruffle of the water,
till they surk, by slow degrees, after long struggles,
and innumcrnbﬁs expedicnts, always repining at
their own folly, and warning others against the first
appreach of t{;o gulph of Intemperance.

hero wero artists who professed to repair the
breaches and stop the leaks ot the vessels which
bad been shattered on the rocks of Pleasure. Man
appoared to have groat confidenco in their skil{.
and some, indecd, were preserved by it from sink-
ing, who had received only a single blow ; but I
remarked, that foew vessels lasted %ong which had
been much repaived, nor was it found that the art-
ists thomselves continued ofloat longer than those
who had lcast of their assistance.

Tho only advantage which, in the Voyage of
Life, the cautious had above the negligent, was,
that they sunk later, and moro suddeoly ; for the
passed forward till they had sometimes seen all
those in whose company they issued from tho
straits of Infancy, perish in the way, and at last
were overset by a cross breeze, without tho toil of
resistance, or the anguish of expectation. But such
as had often fallen against the rocks of Pleasure,
commonly subsided by sensible degrees, contended
long with the encroaching waters, and harassed
themselves by labors that scarce Hope herself eould
flatter with success.

As 1 was lJooking upon the various fate of the
multitude about me, I was suddenly alarmed witls
an admonition from some unknowa power, * Gaze
not idly upon others when thou thysolf art sinking.
Whence is this thoughtless tranquility, when thou
and they cre equally endangered I* 1 looked, and
sceing the gulph of Intemperance before we, starte
ed and awaked. Raxsrer.

il i dnd
A REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF RONOUA AND GENERUSITY.

A poor man, who was door keeper to a house in
Milan, found a purse which containad two hundred
crowns. The man who had lost it, informed by ..
public sdvertisement, came to the house, and giving
sufficient proof that the purse belonged to him, the
door-keeper restored it. Full of joy and gratitade,
the owner offered his bencfactor twenty crowns,
which he absolute'y refused. Ten were then pro-
posed, and altarwars five; but the door-keeper atill
continued inexerable; the men shrew his purse upon
the ground, and, in an angry tone, cried, “J have
Yost nothing, nothing at all, if you thus refuse to ac-
ceps of my gratuity.” The door-keeper then cun-
sented to receive five erowns, which he immediately
distributed amongst the poor,

w3 PPue X

Marriaoe~The custom of wearing wedding-
ringe originated with the Romens, who uniformly
glacod it on the fourth finger of the loft hand of tho

ride, at their nuptial cetcmonies, bocause thoy
gelioved that s nerve reached ffom thence to the
0art.




