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like an unsurmountahie barrier. The
degredation of tlie race-the natural
resuit of thle downwvard tendency of
mankind---as beyond description. The
adverse influence of Mahiomedan teach-
ings and marais added to the darkness
of the already dark 1)icture. The slave
trade, the despotisrn of the native
princes, the treachery of the natives
tli'mseives, the hostility of the Roman
Catholie missionarius, thé natural cli-
matic dangers, the difficuity of access to
Uganda, al] tm~ded to discourage the
hardy and persevering M.,ackay. Roads
must be hiewn out of the jungMes; bridges
must be constructed over morasses and
rivers ,irnpementsand provisions miust
be conveyud froni the coast to the in-
terior., the slave trade must be discoun-
tenanced, often at personal risk; the
most delicate diploniacy nmust be usedi
in dealing with native princes ;the
Romish niissionaries miust l>e concil jat-
cd;, scboois miust be estabiished ; medi-
cie rnust be dispenced with the greatest
care and judgment ; elernentary lessons
in morals and Chiristianity rmust labori-
ously be given to the savage and igno-
rarnt natives. Ail tliese things was MNac-
kay willing and anxious to, undertake for
a thank]eqs and harbarous peopie.
Surely the heroic spirit lias flot departed
with the death of the early Christian

martyrs.
The manses of Scotland have sent

forth rnany great and good men. Mac.

kay's early life in a Scottisli manse forms
the basis of bis character. One fact
seerns to stand out in the history of his
boyhood, viz.: lie wvas able to appropri-
ate the gaod from everything about him.
A process of absorption and elirnination
is evident. The good is retained, the
l)ad cast off. Standinc« beside the anvil,
watcingý tbe giowingf iran take formi un-
der the strang b)and of the village black
Smith, lie miust have corne in close con-
tact witli rougli and illiterate nmen ; but
lie cornes forth froin these associates
free froni moral taint and with a nie-
chanical kiâowledge afterwards, in the
hear' of LUg-anda, to be turned ta good
accouîit. IEnvironment cati never lie
wholiy bad ; even tbe worst carnies its
lessons with it. A-a'in i n bis contact
with the Roman Catholic inissionaries,
uncongeniai and often aggressive as tliey
proved thernselves to, be, 'Mackay al>pro-
pniates ail that, is, beneficial in ilheir
inetbods. He sccmis, at times, alto-

,gether to loose siglit of religious differ-
ences, i the thoughit that both he and
they are preaching a gospel infinitely

above anytbing that pagan Uganda can
offer La her children. Be circuni.tances
as dark as rnidnight, there is, always
some ray of ligbt, saie visible token of
God's sustaining hand. Aniid scenes
such as we find picturcd iii his journal,
surely bis early Calvanistic training stood
Iimiiii good stcad and tended ta greatiy
strengthen bis confidence in God's spe-


