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FRAYER AND l>RAISE.

The employment of the two great families of earth and lieaveil, the
Churcli mi1i tant and tlie Chlurch tri umiplan t, is pr-ayer and/brizse. Prayer is
the native breathings of the soul, quickcned by the vivifying influence of the
Divine Spirit, is tihe lispings of the child of grace, %vho, whien growii to the
stature of a perfect man in Christ jesus, and borne on angel wvings to that
better home beyond, breaks forthi into mielodiaus and unceasing strains of
praise.

Pr-ayer is pre-eriiiently suited to our state here belowq5;-aise to the state
of the saints above. Nere we are vexed %vith sin and teniptations, with wants
and infirrmitius, therefore we oughit to draw near to, a ilirune of grace, that we
niay obtain mercy, and find grace to, help in every time of need; but, in that
house of rnany miansions, ive shall be blessed with the rernoval of sin and
temptations, of wvants and infirinities. This corruption shail have put on
incorruption, this mortal irnmortality ; then, our soul shall go forth in praise
and thanksgiving to the Thirec-One-God for His ineffable love to usward.

1-ere God gives al], but for His gifts He wvill be inquired of by the house
oflIsrael that He may bestow them-hience prayer is nov oir duty ; but thiere
He hias giveli ail things, and for His gifts He ivill be acknoivledged by ail the
heavenly host ; hence praise then is our debt. Prayer is the soul pouring
out itse]f to God in a state of trial, and praise is the soul pouring out itself to
God in a state of triumiph. Nowv, as our life is a life 0 f trouble, a complication
of calaintes, and a sceiie of affliction, prayer is more properly our contin'ial
exercise; for Ilif any nman is afflicted, let hiim pr-ay," but on high, as ail is
peace, perfection> purity and joy, praise is more properiy the exercise of
the redeenicd-hence, the heavenly hiosts surrounding thie great white tlhrone
are said "lnot to rest day nor niglit " iii praising H in who sits thereon
forever. But, aithougli praise is pre-eminently suited to the suate of the
redeemed, when the vision of the soul has been so enlarged as to compre-
hend ail those giories wh ich the natural eye bath flot seen nor ear heard, nor
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, yet praise is flot limited
exclusively to, the glorified state. Here beloiv, while the soul is pent up
in these earthly teguments, and the greatest knowvledge is removed but a
few degrees fromn ignorance, and we are weak, erring, sinful, afflicted creatures,
we should pray without ceasing; but surely, praise, however irnperfect, ouglit
also to mingie with our every supplication or entreaty; praise for life,
praise for temporal blessings innumerable, praise for spiritual blcssings
unfaithornabie. What soul, realizing even ini a small degree what it lias
gained in Christ, wvi]I not, at least, iworning, noon and vening, breathe forth
froin a grateftul heart, praises to Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 1 raise, also,
waits in Zion on the Hearer of prayer.


