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Mr. Stead called it the book of~ its minotl, but last thinigs
rarcly are. It is c-alled "«The Open Question" by O. -e.
R~aimond (EizbtIobiins), anid is an octavo of 52ý. pagiçes
in illunîiiated cloth, publishied by Hlarper & Brothers I*or a
(lollar aiid a lîalf. It is a s3tory of a Southeru f4miily livinig
partly in a, western town, plLrtly ini .\cw Yorz Cand B.>stonl.
.Most of its members are poor and dragr out a proud, weatry
existence on the mncîory of botter days. Onie, the lier-o,
after a lovelcss youthi, travels iii Euirope, beconies wvea1tliy,.
and does nothing in particular, grood or ill. 'T ïhere are
CIlnuISingr anid pathetic features in the long dravwtî out stor-y,
whichl is on the whole unllovely, w'ith 11o large thoughit or
personality in it. The hero is mnade to fail ini love witli a
stromg minded cousin, inuchi youiiger than hhniiself. Tliee
liad been a great cleal of cousin marrying in this exclusive
Soutiiern stock, uxitil the race liad dcterioratcd, and consnmp-
tion liad marked its iniembers. Ethan and Val had been
wvarnecd by Val's coîisuinptive father, andi had delibcrately
l)laIne(l to Inarry, eiujoy brief life, and thoni to die, thiat
humiianlity illighit not stufIir throucgh thoni. I hiave knlownl
unoble e n anld w'oiain, of: consuniptive and si milar tendon cies>

,ref:use to marry, andi lcad ol-coniglives for the.ain
end. But this iotou5 pair, wilei the Mine Camle, lamnclied ai
siîiaîl boat after a storil iii the hiaibor of Sail Iralciscoy
*1id w'ent to thieir groffles dcaith in the sca-s beyondi the
Goldenl Gate. ', 'l'lie Open Questioni, alTalc of 'IVO Tenîper-
anlienits," is a Ieathenl mlixture of Greokz senlsmahity andRoa

sel-scrfie.God forbid thiat such should be an open
question ini a Christian land.


