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ration of the Roman Chlurchi revealèd itself the moment the
courteous padre opcned his mouth. lc said, "I will be happy
to show you throughi the church. You know, of course, that

it is custoniary to niake a sinall donation." Thie Cliurchi of thxe
Vatican lifts its boughis to, heaven and] shielters many, far and
îvide, because it is flrnxly uphield bw the root of ail evil. But
ah, %\hat a come-down it wvas for a San Gabriel mnission padre,
whose broad iiicadowvs, thronged withi herds, were once the
envv of ail, and w'hose doors wvere once open, like those of a
baronial hall, to everv corner, to have to, rely upon "smnall do-
nations,-* for the support of his church. Once, no doubt,
thousaxxds. of dollars in gold lay iii the strong box, now, alas,
his Sunday collection averages three dollars.

T could ilot dlrag tie~ bistory of the churci froin the l)adre.
He told us of its iuilding, of course, liow maainy years it re-

quird-sxten,1 believe-and how the ten wvhite rnen who
formied the nxucleus of the settiernent, hiad to turn their hiands
Io ever.tingic, teaching the Indliaîxs whiat little of the builder's
art thev themnselves possessed. Six miles away, on the face of
the Sicrras, wixxds a trail, dlown whNIich the tiniber mvas labori-
ously- carried; anxd so, bit bw bit, the whiole surroun-.dingr district
contributingy its mite of ixatural treasure, fihe churchi went Up,
built by' the veritable sweat of man's brow; with its walls tw'o
yards in thickness.

1 should lhave preferred, however, to have hieard somnething of
flic soul luie of the mission, of thxe siruxplc sehools thev ixo doubt
established, iii whichi the proselyte, struggled Nvith Pot-hxooks
and catcchismn, of the trag.cedies axxd coicdies of the life,
aiîd mnost of ail,. of fihe dark day whclin the padres
sate silexxt at the board aîxd lixardt the edict of secularization
before wvhicli, as snowv before the sun, thecir ambition xxelted
away and their power disappeared. Yet was Sax Gabritel
more fortunate tlia miany of its fellows. 'Deprived o'f power,
it subsistcd upon love. Secularization did not close its dloors nor
cruilible its waifis in ruinis: it still dirccts, it stili consoles ai

3 64


