
over lier chilclren did ail she could to
better their condition. When the op-
portuniity for the overthroxv of feucltl-
ismi presented itself, the Clhurch wvas
tiot slowv to avail hierseif of it. The

ma(rbenom ent occurrec i ~len the
bar-ons, called upon to furnish the
several expeditions, liad thereby to
wvcakzcn their own power, for flot hiav-
ingc) moiiey at lîand, their lands lîad to
[)e solci iii orcler to procure the mneans
of equîppiný,the forces ov'er w'hich the
ba ron hiad been hionored withi the coin-
inid, or that lie lîad promnised to col-
lect. Gradually the lands came into
the possession of the people, xvho wlien
they, oxvned property of their own %vould
niot submit to the treatnient they hiere-
tofore untdergýonie.

Aniothier cause for the loss of power
to the lords wvas their absence iii the
Holy Laiid ; for the king availed him-
self of this opportunity to, increase bis
atuthiority. But while the king assumi-
ed comniand over the territory ofmrany
barons, lie did iîot doso xithout giving
the people, some privileges iii order to
aissure their fealty andi prevent thein
from returning to their former aile-
griance. The people being in a posi-
tion to demand tlieir riglits, did not
fitil to profit b3' the occasion. Further-
miore they recognized that to accom-
plishi any permanient good there must
be uniion, and to, arrive at this union,
thiey must kniov each other. And
%'ould it not be xvell for us in tlîis agre
of enlighitennient, to contenîplate the
niiarvelous progress made iii tic direc-
tion of tlat much desired butas yet un-
accomiplished, " Parliamient of nations
aiîcl Brotlherhood of miar," during this
niuch nialigyned period of history. Ini-
niediately preceding Unc Crusades Eu-
rope was one vast battlefield. Sepa-
rated from one another, the different
nlations seenied to be liereditary ene-
illies for the xvords of the poet,

-Occans ;ntcroscd
Makc encimics of 11atiOns who hand cise,
Like kindred drops, bcesi mingied isito oilc."

The lholy xvars miade tliese people for-
gt their private quarrels, and band

themnselves under the conînon stand-

ardi of Uic Cross. Gradtially becoing
acquainted, they, soon learned that Uic>'
hiad miuch iii comimon, andi that zifter
ail the causes of tlîeir formier wars w'ere
more -visionary than real ; so that tlîis
imingling of the différent peoples could
îîot l'ail to have a good effect.

We are often told thiat xvhile the nia-
tions of Europe xvere endeavoring to
becomne niore closely unitecl, the won-
derful pow'er w'ieldecl b)? the popes wxas
used liot to further the interests of the
people, but to better the politicai con-
dlition of Romie. That sucli was not
the case w~e nia)' ea,,sîly perceive froin a
peruisal of the histories of the ies;
for w'le it is uîideniable thiat the Ro-
mni Pontiffs exercised a vast influence
xve canneîo find a single instance, wlîere
a pope, used this powver to increase his
oxvn domiain. If tie popes lîad such
unlimiited powver, and if tlîey clesired to
use it for thîcir own aggrand iseinent,

oudtlîey not have encleavored to ex-
tend their temporal powver? History,
liowever, tells us that such xvas not tue
case. Mloreover, duriîîg the conduct
of these wars several popes reigned-
nman)' ver)' learned and enclow,%ed xvitlî
superior genius, otliers not s0 gyreat or
talented-still ecd and every one of
tlîen %vas fired v'itlî the saine desire of
f!-e;inig the Holy Land.

WMile the people w'itli the assistance
of the popes xvere mnarclîing onward
and uipwrard towarci a iîiglier ci'ilization
and a better uîîderstanding of each
other, a gyreat change .vas coming over
thîer. Readers of Scott have often
adinired the deecis of chivalry perforiii-
ed, by his niany iieroes, and froin his
xvorks nia>' have a fair idea of chivairy
but it is not to Scott, but to tic history
of the Crusades thiat xve mîust look to
find the graîîdest examnples of true
kniglîthood ; here the most prejudicea
cannot fail to admire the i-any graliaîît
deeds perfornîed b)' tie intrepid
kniglîts. No onîe xviii pretcnd thiat
chivalrv xvas unkîoxvn iii tlîe West be-
fore the Crusades, but tlîat it attaineci
its lîighîest splenclor duringy the Hol>'
V'ars, ail imufpartial write rs adnmit.
IPiety, brax'ery and inudesty, xvere the
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