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miany a drowsy summner aiternioon, and
cvening in the fait which would hanve been
spent in useless sleep, liad flot tie enter-
prising foremian, NIr. 'I'los. Knott, put
togetiier his subtie brains, and pcrsuaded
lus twa companions thiat nothing lietter
could bc done, thant to while away their
spare tinie ini philosoph ical discussions.
Old Jini was delighited, and l)cmas
declared thiat it wvas the '- best tmng lie
nevei' tink about," flhoughi truly lie was
ofiner in dreaniland Mien the discussion
wa-ixed lieavy betwccen the othier two, tlian
anywhere else. 'l'le trouble witli Violet
%vas tliatihe could never " comprend bien
the terrifying mental abysses inta wliicli
thie forenian and aid Jinu îlirewv theni-
selves withî case. For tlîey like true
philosophiers were afraid ai nothing ; tlîey
swaliowed the iost liai.r-spilitting, disîioc
tians and objections as easiiy as a dishi of
baked beans; bc-cause tclîave tieir own
ivords for il.

Tonm Knoît invariably opcned thc dis-
cussions %viii somîî antiquated axiaîîu ironi
a not less anîicîuaîed alnîanac wliicli lie
had nlear liiîîi. Iii the cari-, davs of the
]ioomn Sciîoloi ad Jimî niade it a point ta
appose Knott on ail %ubjects, tili lus
opposition becaie a illere natter of
course. It was emîougb for the forenian
îo express sucli an opinion on sucbi a
subject, amîd aid Jmni invariabiy thauglît
athiervise. In ibis particular lie greatly
rcscnîbied certain ciiibryo-liilosop)licrs af
high ieputc, wlianî wc ]lave the pleasure
af knowving. If any mnan darcd imîîpeaci
ticir private judIgments, lie 'vas sure ta be
visited wiîli wraîlî ; and strange ta sa>',
these very mien, wouid on ans' siiglit
pretexi, sliamîîllcfiiy apjîly the curb and
bit ta tuheir judgnuns, by wilfuiiy forcing,
tiieni int a contradicîory and ridiculous
suppositioni, providcd iluat it was
dianîctricaliy opposed ta wliat tdîcir pro-
fessor tauglît. WVell is it said : «« lîat
fools tllesc iiartais lue." 1-owever, in tic
Boom Sclioil ibis unwarranted oppositian
an tic part af aid Jini brouglit on a
crisis. Often the discussions becamie Sa
fierce; sucu a, prodigiaus amaunt, ai
pounding on tic dcal 1table, sianiping of
fect, and bil inzsgc accompanied tiietil,
tuai poor ])cmas would bc forcibly
ejcîed oui ai dreaniand, and made an
unwiiling participator in tlie lurly-burly.

On anc occasion lic awokc just in lime ta
prevent w.hai, bcyolid doubî Nvould bave
terminated in the complete destruction ai
the Boom School. Tonm Inotî lîad
liad delivered the tiesis :"'l'lie pen is
iniiglîtier tlian the sword," freslî frarn lus
aliimanac. He began to deiend it witlh
rare cioquence, particuiariy empliasizing
the faci thai absolit/c /o9zendo the pen wvas
not nîighitier thian the sword ; but il wvas
truc, nevertieless, thiat ai present the pen
ruied the destinies of wlîole empires,
while often the swvord aniy carried oui
%wiîî 'vas begun wvalî the pen. Old Jim
according ta custom veliemientiy apposed
this thesis ; nîaintaining tuiai the twvc
couid not be comparcd Iitcrally or figura-
tiveiy, because îhcy were ai a differeni
-cnzfs and used f'mr different purposes.
Thie discussion wvcnt an genltly vitli the
pounding oi fists an tie table, and stamp-
in2 ai feet, but iii the end it reseniblcd a
bowling imenagerie. I)cmas awvoke, and
found bis two conîpanions dashingy oui
doors, loadiing ecdi othert witlî chaice
epitiets. He arrivcd on tic scene of
battle, jusi in tUnie ta urescrvc the credit
af the iminiortai 130o1îî Sclîooi. For
ilicre wvas faremnan Thonmas Knatt, whlite
%vitli rage, nîakimg frantie dives wiîlî an
aid rusîy crowv-bar ai ]lis conîpanion wh'io
wvas disp)layiing no less agility 'vitl a hand-
spikze and cait-dog atta-ckcd,-a po'veriui
weapon in tic hands ai an aid riverman
like jiini. A fcev cloquent and philosa-
uliical 'yards fromi I)enîas Violet restored
peace. ".Me toujours-tink dat a piiiloso-
plier nover figlit ; because lie neyer do
noting;. lie jus anly îiîîk ; you are a
crack sort of phiilosophier for figlit like
bulîs." Thîis speech caniing fiomi sa
ordinary anl individuai as l)cnîas sîifled
tie tivo pedants ta sucli anl extent, ihat
drapping ubecir arns like red hiot pokers,
îlîey rail to their respective bunks, and
gave tiheiiscives over ta rciresliiing sleep.
Tlîus 'vas tic crcdiî ai the Boom School
saved. And Uhc faci oniy illusîrates a
wrill knowvn trutli, uhiatimen ai nîcangre
genius hiave oftcmî savcd pluîlosophy iromuî
111aly 1îitfifs juto wvhich àit vouid have
undoubtcdly beeni thrownï, lîad iî beeni left
cmuirely ta the greatesi intellects. We
mîîiglit add thiat lîistory is alwvays repcating
itseli; for nile Boomi Sclîaol is îioî Uhc
only ane whliclî lias seen a grave philaso-


