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The Oldiest Liing Sister of
Charrity.

GE.o. BART£ON iN DON.ý.HOî'S.

If nobility of character, earnestiiess and
puritl.9gf purpose, great natural executive
ability, together witlî unaffected piety
and hîni. ility, count for anytliug iii this
uncert.in %world, Sister Mai-v Gonzaga of
Philadeiphia will rank higli in the bright
glaxv of -w',onien,%vhose lives have iliumi-

iîîed the historv of Catholic Sisterhoods
iii the Tnited States. Sister Gouzaga lias
a renlarl-al)ly long and eventful hiistory.
Celebrating hier golden jubilee more than
eighiteen years ago, she can look back
over a series of years iii the course of
wlîicli she lias heen teacher, nurse, Mother
Superior, head of a large orplian asyltini,
and the executive of a great miilita-y hios-
pital, wliere nearlv fifty thousand sick
and wvounded soldiers i-eceived the self-
sacr'iiciîîg attention of a staff of forty Sis-
ters of Chiarity. Sister Gonzaga, wlio is
credited witlî being the oldest living Sis-
ter of Chiarity iii the United States, is now
spe'îding the tranquil evening of a hîîsy

and eventful life, as the Mother Eineritus
of St. Josephi's Orphaii Asyluni, onie of
the mnagnificent charities of the City of
Brotherly Love.

This venerable woinazi's naine iii the
%vorld was Mary Agiies Grace. She came
froui a respected Baltimnore faxnily, and
wvas borai in that city in 1812. Iii Decem-
ber, 1823, she was sent to St. Js~'
Acadexnv, Emmitsburg, Maryland, 'and,
the four years slie spent in this institution
helped to niake that certain founidation
upon wli hier subsequent successful
carter ivas built. She liad early coiicei,, -
ed the idea of retiriiîg froin the world and
devoting hier life entirely to the service
of God. Accordingly on 1Mardi ri, 1827,
she wvas received into the conînunity of
the Sisters ci Chiaritv of St Vincent de
Paul. In April, 1828, in coînpany witli
Sister Stanisiaus McGinnis and Sister
Liicy Ignatius, Sister Gonzaga wvent to
Harrisburg, Penuisylvania, to open a
school. On the 2,5tll of Mai-ch, 1830, she
miade lier hioiy vowvs, and two months]at-
er wvas sent to Philadelpxia to St. Joseph's
Orphian Asyluni, wvith wliich hier future
vears ivere to be so intimatelv connected.

Vol i


