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OLD SPELING REVIZED

street-cars. Asking for news of the greatest re-
form on erth, he soon receivd recent clipings
from Chicago papers, and nexs day The World
proclaind its advance in practis. My MeclLean
exprest strong convictions on these three points:
(1) The first thing to be done is to staash the Old
Sneling fetish. (2) A type-seting m ichine costs
«3000; a type-riter, $1C0. With so much capital
investedin these expensiv machines (wich an ex-
peusiv operater of euch) way keep both maqhine
and operater one our or so evry day puting in si-
lent leters? They crowd out useful mater, filing
space greatly needed. (3)Genral change of ph
to f shud soon be bro't about. So far as we no,
but one objecter to The World's advance has yet
apeard, the musty-stale etymologic objecter, an-
serd editorialy.

—TheJournal of Education (London) for
December had leters on fonetics from Mr Atkin-
son and Mr Drummond, the former advocating
them in acquisition of languages, the latter (in
reformd speling) for scool purposes.

—Hardly any one in the worid of let-
ers declines now to acnoledge the desirability of
Speling Reform, tho left to next century to cary
it to efect.—Phonetic Journal’'s Annual Adress.

—Anglo-Saxon has grownand continues
to gro very satisfactorily. Text-books in Latin
Ao much harm by fostering beiief that English
is not a decent language in which to lern clasics.
The idea stil clings to some professers that it
is hardly fit to be uzed. With this I disagree en-
tirely, and think it not inferior to any.—Prof.
Skeat, as president Mod. Lang. Asociation.

—All the most valuabl improvements
made recently in etymology hav resulted mainly
_from study of fonetics acompanid by close and
careful observation of ritn formsin erly manu-
scripts. Spoken uterance realy constitutes words
and sentences; ritn caracters ar mainly symbols,
convenient for recalling such words and senten-
ces, but stil subservient and subordinat. [Moul-
ton corroborates this on page preceding]. Ispeak
feelingly, becaus in iy own education 1 was lefs
to éoik up Irench and German sounds as best I
cud, with scarcely any help.—Prof, Skeat, ibid.

—Tue HEraLp, 57 Harbord st., Toron-
to, Canada, (no more, no les) is the best way to
adress the most advanced jurnal on erth. Then
ther wil be no mistakes made with the Christian
Ende(a)vor Herald on Richmond st., nor with a
cortn patent-medicin, cure-all Herald.

—The Chicago T'rzbune (alas! shade of
Medill!) of 21st Jan. had an articl against speling
reform by Ira W. Howerth, Ph. D, instructer in
sociology, Chicago university. It isverbose and
lernedly weak—extremes meet. Near the end it
tels us: “All that I havsaid against sp. ref. aplies,
of cours, only to sweeping irrational proposals.
Ther must be change, ther must be prosres, but
it shud be along old lines——by growth.” Mean-
time, the sociologist’s co-laborer, Sermitic linguist
R. F. Harper,is at the oposit pole. One says“‘Go
slo, gro;” the other: “Thro aside sentiment, let' s
hav brand-New (sientific) Speling.” The world
is wide enuf, our platform broad enuf, for both
to work in harmony, both resuits uzed concur-
ently, one a syndrom or alternativ of the other.

—A Cristmas card, dainty in its neatnes,
conveyd greeting to THE HERALD by this legend:

“Frendship, like theivy, clingz
To olden times and olden thingz.
May Cristinas bring yoo Joy and the New Year
evry Happines from Mr and Mrs Drummond, S.
Nicolas Hous, Hetton-le-Hole,” Eng. [speld so.]

—The Department of Superintendents
of the N. E. A. met for sevral days in March in
Chicago. About 1000 wer prezut from all direc-
tions, especialy from states contiguos. The com-

mittee on speling refovm advized no new steps,
declaring the greas need of the day is to estab-
lish wmore firnily and widely the changed spel-
ings alredy adopted by the Asociation. In view
of this need they urged (by resolation) N. E. A,
directers to aprupriate 31000 a year for five years
for sp refin propaganda under dircction of: Dr
W.T. Harris, pres's, Dr N, M. Butler (Columbia
University) 1st vice-p., Pres't W. R. Harper (Chi-
cazo Univ)), 2d vice-p., Sup’t F. L. Soldan (Saint
Lounis), Prof. F. J. Child (Harvard), Dr Ward
(editer of Independent), Prof, Lounsbury (Yale),
W. D. Howells, sup't andrews (Chicago), Benj.
E. Smith (managing editer Century dictionary).
The committee explaind that while these men
had not all been cousulted, all wer wel-known as
ernest advocats of sp. reform. It authorized the
commision to fil vacancies in itself, certn that
enut wud accept to organize and siart a definit
movement to mend speling. It aroused consid-
erabl discusion, being suported by Sup't Bright,
Col. Pavker, and others. A motion to refer the
report to the directers without recomendation
was voted down. A motion to accept the report
and make it a special order at the next mceting
of superintendents was carid.

—The Intellgence,n jurnal of education,
in its 21st year, furnisht information for the par-
agraf above. B, O. Vaile is ed:ter and publisher
at Oak Park, Il11., a suburb of Chicagoe. It putsin
practis quite a number of amended spelinygs.

—Chicarzo advocats of beter speling ar
neither suuft out nor discuraged, but hopeful.
The “close vote” recorded by the Times-Herald
was a simpl turn-the-seale of one, that wad hav
been a tie had Pres’t Harper voted. Besides, ther
was a bare guorum presnt. Ther is reasou to
hope, or even to no, that among absentees beter
counsels wil prevail. When another pul comes
the result may be difreat, unles the folly of ret-
rograde, old-worid Padua is to be repeated in
progressiv, new-world Chicago.

—Gleaninys in Dee Culture, semi-month-
ly (Medina, O., L a year), is disposed to practis
some revized speling, but objecters among sub-
seribers prevent. Habit, prejudice and unreason
nrevail. Get peopl to reasow: tne botin drops
out of their case.

—This invites yu to subscribe.
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L’EcrrrorE PioNETIQUE, par Paul Passy,
Doctenr es-lettres, Directeur-adjoint a 1'Ficole
des Hautss Etudes, 2me edicion, L franc, Paris,
Librairie Populaire, 119 B'd Sebastopol.

Lus Soxs pt Fraxcars, leur Formacion,
lenr Combinacion, leur Representacion, par
Paul Passy, 5me ed., 14 tranes, Paris, Librairie
Firmin-Didot, 56 Rue Jacob.

L Eeriture Phonetique 1s a pamflet of
17 pages 12mo—a popular, tho brief, exposition
of how to uze the International Asoc'n’s alfabet
to record specch. Principls ar discust in three
pages, the alfabet defined in two more, a vis-a-vis
specimen of French is ou p. 6, seript forms on p.
7 (and 23), applications to IFrench take pages 8 to
21, pages 22 and 23 giv the alfabet's extension to
other tungs. Pages 25 to 47 giv a vers (John iij,
16) in 137 langoages or dial(_:cts.

Les Sons du Franenis is a paper-coverd
hook of 199 pages 12mo, going over much the
same ground as L’Ecriture Phonetique but dis-
cussing it thoroly, a ful treatis on fonetics. After
considering noises and sounds in genral and the
production of speech-sounds in particular, a no-
tation for them is reacht (p. 21). Part2d (p. 23 to
120) treats all fenomena of speecin and the con-
stitution of language, as intensity, pitch, quality,
sylabification, duration, intonation, dubl sounds



