
ON THE QUAY.

Then Mér. Stamford touched the old man
on the shouider.

' Take the glass again and look,' Lie said.
1 eau :se something out there to the north.'

-He seized the glass, and stood for a wvhile
like a statue, watching that dancing speck
far out on the grey, tossing wvater. Then Le

EORGE. Jcm! therc'% a talk uf
Frate sduclyi go lIg fin
Free' Educato ow, haIn fin

l:, these bad times ; evcry poor man
to have bis chuldren taughlt for nothiug.
}lew is it te, le doue, though ?

Jem. \Vell, that's 'what I ask, too. Do
y'ou know Yarper's shop, in F airton ?

Geoige. The bi- new grocer that prints
up ' Sugar-basi-ûs and other fancy articies
given away evcry Saturday niglt'? Ah, I
shan't go there any more-took my niissis
in fcarfully last market-day, Lie did. Gave
lier a sugar-liasin, and mnade ber buy a pound
of tea that was alldirt. Give away anythiug,
iudced 1 It's ail a do.

Je-m. And I'm very mach afraid that tItis
Free Education will turn out something
like Harper's sugar-hasins. If ive acccpt it,
wve shahl pay dear for it in the end.

George. Why, Jcmn? Give 1.5 your
reasous, man. Fany and me, wve re just
tLinkiug liov chicap we ,:hou1d do0 tcl little
ones. But there! I don't read, 1.nd you
do.

Jem. I don't %vant tego pickiug bules in
the plans of folks wiser than you or me.
Bi'ut this Free Educatioin is j ust a jadty cry,
ani it ta<es %with a many. We ail like te
get something given us.

George. Yes ; deing away Nvith sehool fees
cornes home te every man with a pack of
ehidren.

Jein. On the face of it it looks %vel-
every chiid te lie educated at the expense of
-well, let us say, thte State-aud compul-
'Jory attendance stiictly enferced.

George. Hold liard, Jem; wliat is comn-
pulsory attencZace ?

gave it habtily back, and turned sharpiy
away, brushing bis hand acress his eycs.

'WIs mine-my two lads!l' Lie cried, with
voice baif clhoked by a bob. 'O0 God, for-
give me!1 and God be tbanked for Ris
Mercy.

IIELEN SlUroN.

Lein. It ineans summoniug the parents
of sucli chidren as don't attend sehool ac-
cordiug to the wishes of the School Board,
and then punishing them with fine or
imprisonment.

George. Oh, I knowv. I often sec in the
newspaper how liard this law presses on some
poor folks. 1 did hope to, have heard they
ivere about altering itat, if tliey changed any-
thing.

Jern. Altering it? Those that wantrFree
Schools ail round mean to make compulsory
education stiffer than ever.

George. You don't say so! We'll have
the ýc!ol1 Board officers everywliere then.
It surprises me, thougli, that workingY-men
den't shut the door-say, 'Nsir, I'm a
free Englishman, and master of my own
house.' -*Twas only last Saturday I iwa:s
readingl the iist of summonses by the Schcol
Board up in London, and I declare it was
pitiful. Women with two or three-wcek-old
babies in their arus Lad to xçalk five mile,
or so to the court, and pay a fine, liecause
they'd kept the biggest girl to mind the
bouse ivhule they %vere laid up. Another
poor soul. stated she Nvas a certificated
teacher, and wvanted te teaci lier littie ones
at home. But ne, she 'was punisbed just
the same. 2%y wvife fair cried over it- -she
did.1
*Jem. I don't say as it mightn't bce well

te send the omeier tû look after those
drunken, idie fellows that negleet their
children-body and soul. But a decent
ivorking-man don't want a party with a
book sniffiDg round Lis place continually,

The london School B3oard takes out more than twelro
thousand summonscs against the poor .uyery year.
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