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ofien attempted, of forgiug huundreds of individ-
ual wills into so truc a continuity of substance that
the volitions of a singlc mind thould pass, like
galvanic currents, throngh the whole, and become
intelligible and effective at the remotest distances.

It is easy to fall into the vrror of supposing that
Jesuitism, “vhich at the first sp signally came into
the a' ! of the Romish Church in its tims of need,

and which has made 8o many professions of de--

vatedness to its service, is itself a mere appendage
of that Church; or that it 1s a sort of emphatic
Romanism; or that it stands on level ground
along with the other religious orders, and that it
is related to the Papacy nearly as they are, 8uch
an idea of ths Society asthis is not merely con-
tradicted by every page of its history, but is in-
compatible with its spirit and it rudiments.—
Jesuitism may outlsst Romanism; or it may be
wholly severed from it, and yet may Lveand grow,
Often as the Society has been seen prostrate at
the foot of the Sovereign Pontff, venting itself in
vehement professions of loyalty, it has, in fact, al-
ways hang loose upon ecclesiastical Catholicism,
and hasshown itself to be organically independent,
living by its own sap, drawn from the soil by its
own root and fibres, Jesvitism has its own pur-
poses to secure, and its own law of self-preserva-
tion ; and should the day come when it could not
save both itself and the Charch, or could save it-
self only by conspiring against her, its past his-
tory would warraat the belief that the Papacy
migin, at such a conjuncture, fall—sst upon by its
professad friends, and with Cmsars last words on
fta lips, while it looks to « the Society.”

Not only, however, did Loyola take care to
give his Institute un organization that should ren-
der it independent of that of the Church, so that
it might stand firm on its own basis ; but, with a
s.gacity which must be admired, and a boldness
of which there isperhaps no paraliel example,ard
with a fav-reaching perception of the ocoult rela-
tions of things, equally rare,he set his new polity
as clear as possible of any entanglement with the
emasculate pietism of the regular and ascetic or-
ders. The Society of Jesus was made to stand
comparatively exempt from the trammels avd dis-
paragements that ure connected with excessive
ansterities, with debaslug: superstitions, and with
liturgical burdens. It sto8d eolear of the seclusive
ancharetic temper and practice 3 it made no show
of celestial simplicity ; and, in a word, it threw
aside, or would not encumber itself with, any pro-
fessions or practices which might clog the move-
ments of 2 machine constructed for grasping, and
cranhieg, and converting to its own use,the most
substantial things of earth,

Loyola scems himself, at least as early as the
second stage of hus religious course, to have felt
the unprofitablenese and vanity (ifhe did not clearly
discern the utter absurdity) of ascetic extravagan-
ces.  He woald not, indeed, scandalize the Cath-
olic Churchby denouncing them,or by laying them,
altogether aside in his own practice; but there
are indications of his secret opinion that the self-
tormenting * philosophy,” though it afforded a fit
amusement for the crazed dwellers in cells and
caves, could be no proper otcupation for men
busied with.the weighty interestsof the real world.
As an jnstitator, Loyola first bowed to his rever-
end predecessor—ihe Anchoret ; and then warily
phised him by. ~For himself and his followers, he
hiad high niatlers to transsct—he had & world to
vanquish, and to-gdvern. *

The palid. spiritualiem of the asacetits, with its
vapid anilities, itsmeagre results, .its ghost-like
mavings to avd fro to no purpose, jits mopishneas,
its shyness, its egotism and its self-seeking, were
not-qualitiés that conld engagre more than & com-
omeomions of 5 v ntoromte, and soiaome o

: . a bold enterprise, aa ous la-
bor. . Loyols paid his complimeats to monkery,
and to its gew-gaws, in much the same manner
aethat in 'which & monmawhi, foll of stste affairs,
guabalf hour of heartless comrtesy aad cere-
mopy.to & divorced conmort.). . . < s

| and-purpoee

The leading facts of Loyola's lile are familiar
to all who have read thegenthbook of D’Aubigne’s
History of the Reformation. e was born in
1491, the descendant of a noble Spanish family.
His youth was spent in attendance on tho court of
Ferdinand and Isabella, and in martinl enterpnises.
1t was in his thirtieth year, when stretched on a
bed of pain, in consequence of severe wounds
reccived in defending against the French the for-
tress of Pampeluna, that the conversion of this
rcmarkable man took place. But a conversion it
was, altogether independent of the Word of God.
There was ncthing correspondent to the apostolic
declaration—* Of his own will begat Ho us with
the word of truth.”

« The « Life of Christ,” which is said 1o have
been put into the haods of Loyols at this time,
along with the ¢ Lives =f the Saints,” was pro-
bably one of thoee meagre sad decorated coropi-
Iations from the Evangelists which the Church of
Rome bas thovght it safe te afford to the laity.—
Not only is this supposition tie only probable one,
in such a case, but it is even indicated by the pau.
city, or rather the narrow range of those referen-
ces to the New Testament, which occur in the
writings of the Jesuit Founder.”

The ambition of Loyola's soul was aroused.
« Why should not I,” he exclaimed, * with the help
of God, emulate the holy Domioic, or the holy
Francis?” Visions of the Virgin, personal flagel-
Iations, and all macuer of penances followed. At
last, he extricated himselt from the burden of his
sins,not by vepairing to the cross of Christ, but by
& determined effort of lus own will— he resolved
to consign the entire delinquencice of his past life
to perpetual oblivion.” Tu the year 1522, Loyola
began his career as a « Knight ol the Virgin

« At the same moment, two men, whoss infla
ence has been co-extensive and permasent, pres-
ent themselves on the stage of European affairs,
and each of them formally or virtually professes
to be “sent of God” for the restoration or the
maintenance of the most momcntous truths.—
There is however a circumstance atizching to the
ministry of each which cannot be regarded as of
no siguificance, bearing, as it does, upon theirsev-
eral pretensions. It is this, that while one of these
professed ** s2rvants of Christ” declares his willing-
ness to stand or fall by Christ’s own word, the
other makes no such appeal tothe authority of
Scripture; but, instead of doing so, sets forward
on his course as the champion of Mary, placing
himself under her guardianship, and looking to
her for grace and help.  Presenting themselves
therefore under these conditions, undoubtedly Lu-
ther must be condemned if the rule to which he
himse}f appeals condemns him ; but Loyola’s di-
vine legation falls if Mary be notis truth the ar-
bitress of human destinies,aad the source of grace
to the world.”

Fired with zeal, Loyola made & pilgrimage to
the Holy Land, with a view to convert e Ma-
hometan world; but the Romish authorities de-
nied him permission to remsin in the East, and
he returned with all humility to Spain. At Barce'-
ong, he now resolved to go to school, and pass
through a course of elementary instruction. The
characler of the'man'is smusingly displayed in the
following parsgraphi—

« Near to the school which he attended there
was a church dedicated to the Blemed Virgin,
whare, after havigg duly poured forth-his petitions
to God and the Virgin, he opened all his mind
to kis Friend and master Ardebal;
e professed anew and more explicitly his deter-
mination -to persist in his studies through two

years, or longer il ncedful, and to yield himeelf,
without distination to every tark, and to submit
o every chastiement which, nccording to tha
usage of tho achool, would be intlicted upon boys
not making more progress than lumaself, ‘This
profession, made in all sincerity by Loyola, wea
accepted, and, it is affirmed, was acted upon by
his mastar; and it has been thought an edifying
device to place before the world, romie touching
repreaentations of the scene, when the great found-
er submissively, and with tears, was yielding his
adult person to a emart infliction, administered by
his fuithfully wrathful pedagogue! ¢ Saint Igno-
tius, whipped at achool !

After leaving school, this resolute student at-
tended the Universities of Alcala and Paris.—
And now he began to develope the world-con-
querng acheme that engrossed hissoul. At Paris
he attached to himse‘If the first fathersof Jesuitiom
~—among whom Peter Faber, Fraricis Xivier and
Laynez, are worthy of note. Soon the indefatig-
able labours of this little band, nambering eleven
in all, attracted general attention, The Pope
gave them his benediction; and their open-air »
preaching in Venice, and various towns in the
North of Italy, produced a powerful impression,
In 1537, Loyola, Laynez, and Faber, procceded
to Rome to obtain the fonnal sanction of tne Pope,
with a view te the organization of the new Soci-
2t ; =n4. though encountered by no dight opposi-
tion, ultimately succeeded in their object. It was
from 2n incident, whichis blasphemously asserted
10 have happened during this journey to Rome,
that Loyola arrogated to his order the title of the
« Company of Jesus.”

« We are assured that, on this pilgrimage, and -
« through favour of the Virgin,” his days and
mights were passed in a sort of continnous ecstasy.

As they drew toward the city,and while upon tha
Sienna road, he turned aside to a chapel, then in
a ruinous condition, and which he entesed alone.
Here ecstasy became snore ecstatic sull; and, in
a trance, he believed himself very distinctly to ece
Him whom, as Holy Scriptures afiirms, ¢ no map
hath scen at any time? By the mde of this vizion
of the invisible, appeared Jesus, bearing a huge
cross. ‘The Fathcr presents Ignativs to the Son,
who utters the words,s0 ~f me: ning, « T will
be favourable to you at Rom.

“ Fromn this vision, and from the memorable
words, ¢ Ego vobis Romie propitius ero.’ the So-
ciety nay be said to have taken its formal com-
mencement, and to have Jrawa its appellation,
Henceforward it was “1he Siiety of Jeeus *—
for 1ts founder, introduced <0 \ie Son of God by
the Eterna) Father, had been orlly assured of the
divine favor—favor consequent upon his present
visit to Rome. Hecre, then, we have expored to
our view the 10ner economy, or utvine machinery,
of the Jesuit Instiiute. The Mother of God is the
primary, mediatrix ; the Father, at her interces-
gion, obtains for the founder an auspicious aud-
1ence of the Son; and the Son authenticates the
use to be made of His name 1 this instance ; and.
so it is that the inchoate order is 10 be—"*The_
Society of Jesus!”

An 1nquiry, to which, in fact, no certain yeply:
could be given, obtrudes itself upon the mind on
an occasion like this, namely—How far the infidel-,
ity and atheism which pervaded Europe ia the
next and the following century sprung directly out
of profanations such as this? Merely to namate
them, and to do so in the briefest manner, does
vicience to genuive sentiment of piety.—
What must have beea .ae effect produced upon
frivolous and sceptical tempers, when, wsith sedu-
lous art, such things were put forward as solemn
verities not to be distinguished -jrom the primary
traths of yeligion, and entiled to the game rever-
eatial regard in our minds ! ,



