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The Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

W e rogard thia desisio, with astonishment,
not unmingled with alurm; and both our sur-
yrise and our apprehension are incrensed by a
consideration u} the grounds asngued by thae
Tordships for their julgment.  There is no
reason Why we ghould not say distinetly that
the quettion was not disenased in a brond, and
ttatesmanlihe, Lut rather in o narrow and
merely technical manner.  We appenl to auy
one who has dipped inta the lnw literature
of the Disruption controversy. whether the
tone and cotipase of the spece es dedivered
yesterdny, do not contrast with the tone and
compass of thoso spoken from the Scottish
Beneh, on whatever side of the argnment, six.
teen years ago.  Thereisa grand difterence
betweena statesman sitting as judge, nud a
ileader elevated to the Bench.  The one looks

eyond the circle of mere professional words
and interests, recognizes the various wants of
human society, is nlive to the facts of history;
the other is Ulind to everything of tho sort,
and knows only the words snd things he has
Iearned in practice  Not one of their Lord-
ships who gpoke yesterduy indicated any ade-
quate apprecintion of tte nature and tneaning
of spirttual jurisdiction, as claimed by the
Non.conformist Churches of Great Britain,
They can recoguise no power conpetent to in-
stitute o Church but the State.  The non-estab-
lished Churches of the island are to them g0
many mutual instruction socicties, or Christian
associutions.  They should at lcast have indi-
eated g Anowledye of the yact, that the Churches
in question cann o exereiss authonty by the
same right as that which has appuinted the
ordinance of the civil power; and not ouly
claun this right, but to Lc bound most sacredly
to maintain it.  Thoy virtually make out
that there is no Church of Cluist in the land,
The Established Chureh they regard as the
creature of the State, and the non established
churclics us volantasy sovicties,’

In another anicle the Hitness says :—

“Every Preshyterian Churel in Sentland,
nay, every Christian denomination ¢alling it-
sclt a Church in seotland, 13 concerned m op-
posing this flagrant invasion of the rights cou-
ferred by Christ upon his Church  We cannot
believe that the Seottish Lstablishment is pre-
pared to accept the place and part assign-
ed it Ly the Court of Scaston, Wil not hiesi-
tating to maintain that the Disruption contro-
versy found it unfaithful to the Crownrights
of the Redecmer, we own that there were
ecrtain circumstances fitted at that period to
throw dustin the eyes of pious men, and that
a large proportion of those who continucd their
conbicelivin with the State Jid wot conscivusly
adopt Emstianism,  They believed that the
State could do no more than acknow-
Jedge a3 alremdy  existing  the divinely ap-
pointed jurisdiction of the Church,—thut the
civil courts neither crented nor conferved it,
but merely formed analliance with it.  They
argued that the Chuorch had not exhittuted a
sutliciently cavtious or pacific spirit in the
maintenance of this alliance, and that this cir-
cumsiance, irritating and agitating the civil
authoritics, lcd them for a time to overstep the
Jimits of their splirre, and to encr.ach upon
spiritual jurisdiction. Peace, they concluded,
having been restored between the Charch and
the Cour 8, the ancient alliance was rencewed
on the old conditions; the Church had once
more a real spiritual jurisdiction ; and the au-
thorities regardedit u9 co-ordmnate with the
civil power, emanating from the common King
of Church and State.  We ask thew, with
solemn and most friendly earncetncss, whether
they can mintain thistheory any longer. We
ask them whether it is impossible for any di-
vine in Christendom to doubt that the Lstab.
lished Church of Scotland has pullicly and

cunscivusly  ceased  to muintain_the great
Bible ductrine of the headship of Christ.”
T'he next step in this case will be looked
for withintenso interest.  \Weo trust that
wigdom and grace may be given to those
called upon to gnde at this unpertant junc-
ture the counsels of the Church, and that
the result mnay be mado subservient to the
advancement of I11s own cause, by [Iim who

mnaheth all th ngs to work together for good
to Ins people and Church. A special meet-

inz of Cumitnussion was to take place on 18th
ult. In the meantime, 1t 13 ono comfort to
know that the non.established churches aro
at one with the Free Church in this mat-
ter. The Rev. Dr. Alexander, of Edinburgh,
one of the ablest of the Congregational Body,
has expressed himself most decidedly on
the matter in question,

EDUCATIONAL REPORT,

—

We have not had time to exawmine very
fully the report lately received from the
Superiatendent of Education for Canada
West. Wo have, however, looked into 1,
and rejoice to find that, notwithstanding

the general stagnation of business which
haa prevailed thronghout the country, and
affected every part of the pubiic and social
system, thy prugress ol our Cominon Sehools
has not beeu seusibly retarded. It 1s true,
there is a cumnparatively  shight decrease 1n
the gross amount raised fur cuminon schools,
the decrease being mawly i relation to
moneys raised for sites and buthdings, but
then there is an licrease ju the number
of schools open, and au iucrease of
21,046 in the altendance of pupuls, the ag-
gregate namber being 293,683,—160,633
boys, and 133,050 girls, the number of
Schools open being 8,866. It appears tao
that there is progress in regard tu the qualifi-
cations of teachors craployed, there bemg «
decrease in the number of female teachers
employed, and -~ lucrease in the nomber
of first and second class teachers. There
is alse an increase in the number of free
schools, and of those partly free. ILis gratafy-
ing 100, 10 find that in 1708 schools the
daily exercises are opened and closed with
prayer, being an increase of 159, and that
in 2510 the Bible or Testament is read, being
an increase of 95, The number of Roman
Catholic Separate Schools is 94, being a de-
crease of 6. The number of Grammar
Schools is 75 with 4,159 pupils, the total
receipts for Grammar Schools being $75,-
617, $7,839 being for rents, repairs.  Since
its nstituton in 1817, the Normal School
has had under training 2,464 students, It
ss stated that the Normal aud Model Schools

1 .
were never more elficient than at present.

‘The Model Grammar Schaol prowises to be
tmos uscful and nftuentiahin raremg  the
standaid of education

On tho whole then there is ground for
satisfaction with reference to the state of
educational matters.  We have not seen
the report for Canada East, and donot know
what progress is being made there. One
thing there has created much dissatisfaction,
viz., the constitntion of the Council of Pub-
lic Instruction. There are fifteen members
of Council, only four being Protestants.  Of
these four Protestant members, three are
Episcopalians, viz. Dr. Fulford, Bishop of
Montreal, Messrs. Terrill and Dunkin,
Members of Parlioment, the remaining
member of Council being Dr, Cook of
Quebee.  We do not wonder that thete is
dissatisfaction with the constitution of this
Board, since, not to speak of the very greag
prepondorauce of Roman Catholics, several
influential churches are entirely ignored.

‘We are not quite sure that there is no
room for improvement in the constitution
of the Council of Public lustruction for Can-
ada West. At least our own church has no
representative in the Council, and, without
any thing like selfishness, we think we are
entitled to have at Jeast une member. We
are aware that iu the Repostune is stated as
belonging to the Presbyterian Cluweh o
Canada, but in puint of fact our clurch is
altogethet unrepresented.  Ofthie ten mem-
bers of Council four are Episcopalians, two
are connected with the Clurch of Scotlind,
while the U, P. the Congregational, the
Wesleyan and the Roman CatliolicChuiches
have each one representative. As the prin-
ciple of recognizing the several chuiches is
professedly adopted in Upper Canada, it
should be cusried owt as impantially as pos=
sible.

Betore c.0smng we cannot but express our
dissent from the course punreued by the
Wesleyans mn regard to Umiversity College,
We do not say that either our common
school system, or our university system is
what we would abstractly desireas the best,
But ali that we canreasenably expect 1s the
best in the circumstances of the country.
And we certainly should regard one well
equipped college 3s superior to a dozen n-
ferior institutions. Besides, if denomina-
tional Colleges are necessary, denomina-
tiona! schools should be still more neces-
sary. Indeed if the demands of the Wesley-
ans should be granied, and the endowment
of Universay College divided among a num-
ber of denominational institutions, we
should regard our common school sysiem as
already doomed. We trust however the pre-
sent agitation will fail of its intended effect.



