The Ecclesiastical and Mis

deposited, the produce of the taxes collected
from a wide surronnding dastrict, and 1t contain-
ed a few weoalthy Eusopean resudents. For a
mi.oth after the mutiny broke out [ 1emained 8t
Bancoorah, although a the juopardy of our lives,
tit at feagth the 1o of the cateclust haviug
been threatencd by the sepays at tho station, he
was cowpelled 10 withdraw, and forthwith loft,
along wath lus family, for Calcutta, ‘I'he ladiea
at the same tme were ehhiged.to remove for
safeiy to Caleusta.  'The cateetust having thus
been removed, it was impossible for e, not bemng
acquainted with tho langunge, 10 do any misesion-
ary work, and on all hands [ was advised to se-
move to Caleunia, and pursue my study of the
tongue.  After remuining a0 that city upwards
of two nouths, and mattcrs becoming wotss 10
the north-west provincos, and in the interior of
Bengal, I was filled with deep anxiety what
course I shoutd pursue, ‘The desire of my heart
was to teturn to Bancoorah, and tabour there,
but tho state of the country around Banconrah,
overrun by mutineers and plundeters (of whom
no fewer than thirty thousand have been let
loose from the prnisons in Bengal by the rebol.
lious sepoys) committing robbery and death,
shut me out from taking this e:ep. 1 was assur-
ed by persona most competeat to give me advice
that two or more yearsmight elapse before evan-
gelistic laboura ameng the natives in the internior
of Bengal could become practicable At the
same tiino, white waiting on the Lord for direc-
tion, 1 received a letter from the Convener of the
Canadian Foreiza  Mission, acquainting me that
their Synod had just held 1ts annual meening, and
that in regard to reinforcemen:s he could now
say nuthing, and 1hat, ol their Tneological
College was placed in better circumstances, he
feared the Farciga Misston treazury would not be
as amply filled as it ought—in shor;, I was
left to draw the conclus.on that nstead of having
one or two youny men from Canada to labour
along with mo, as had been originatly held out
to mo, I must for a length of time be left aJone
in my arduous mission. ‘U'tns intelligonce, along
with the disturbed siate of Bongal, made mo very
unwilling to remain in Calcutta, und consume
the scanty funds of the Canadinn Church, while
I was duing nothing but scquiring the vernacular
language, while, by iy return to Scotland, the
Canadian Church might be husbanding its funds
till they wore in a conditiva to send out in quict-
er times, two or threc voung men, and thus plant
a mare vigorous mission. Distrusting my own
wisdom, [ submitted my views and feclimgs to
Dr. Dufl, and 100k his advice whether I should
remain in India or returnto Scotland.  Mr Sie-
vengsn then stated that Dr. Duffs views of duty
cotncided very much with his own, and that Dr.
Duff has embodied his opinion in writing and
sent fo the Convener of the Canadian Fureign
Mission, by whom it had been published in tite
December numbar of the Canadian Record.

Mr. Stevensonread Dr. Duff'sletter, which ap-
poared in the Decembeor number of the Record.

Mr. Stevenson then proceeded.——Actng on
these views, and on the advice tendered 10 me
by such competent advisera,—men whose praise 1s
in all the Churches,~—1 sent letters 10 Canada in
the end of August and bogmning of September,
vesigned my conaection with the Canadian
Church as their missicnary. and stating my re-
solution to return to the bosom of the Free
Church of Scotland, from which I had received
my ordination, and with which I had been so
long connected. I find from their Eeclosiasti-
cal Record that these letters havo been received
by them;and I also find that, while deeply
grieved, as I myselfalso am, at their Indian Mis-
sion being so abruptly closed, they feel that 1
was shut up in Providonce to the step I have
takon. M. Stevenson concluded by requestng
that he might bo received as an ordained mio-
ister of the Free Church of Scotland within the
bounds,

Dr. Benth thought there ¢auld be but one opin-
ion 1 the Presbyrery about the propricry of acced-
g to Me. Stevearon's request, They had
Batened with tho deepest intera<t to the affecting
statement he had just wade, and could not hut
{eel the vunoat sympathy towaeds lum, ‘They
knew the great difficulty Mr. Steveszon had at
first in seeing the path of duty in going to India,
and how he must have had much greater ddficul.
ty in making up his mind to return home.  ‘Lhey
kuew, howuver, he ways faithlul in listening 10
what ho believed to be the voice of God whethor
in caling m to go or 10 return.  ‘They all had
the greatest esteom for hus personal characrer,~—
they knew his value as a nwister of the ygospel,
and how diligently and successully he had torm.
orly laboured, whea tinister ot a chuech wahia
their bounds,  He rejoiced 1 the opportunity of
again giving Mr. Stevenson the night hand of
fellowship, and welcoming himn as an ordaned
ministee witlun the bounds of the Presbyiery,
and he folt quite assured he wonld be called to
occopy some important sphore of mwistenal
duty. Dr. Beith therefore proposed that M, Sto-
venson, having resivned his counection with the
Conadian Churely, bo now received as a nunister
of the Frea Church wshio tho bounds of this
Precbytery.

Mze. Loitch entitely concurred in the proposal
Dr. Beith had made.  He, in common with the
testof the brethren, was ovetjoyed 10 see Mr,
Stevenson back agiin ameng them. [e cer-
tainly inad taken a different view from My, Sie.
venson in regard to bis duty to go to fudi ; and
since he left, he(Mr, L.) had frequently remarked
how much Mr. Stevenson’s presence was missed
in the Presbytery. ‘I’hero wasa tune of elevated
pirty about his whole bearing, his speech and
activns, which he gremly appreciated, and
thouglt very beneficial. As a Presvytery they
had no authority to put Mr. Stevenson’s name
on the roll of members—this could’ only be done
by the Assembly; but they had foll power 10 do
all that was now asked, viz., to receive him ay
& minister within their bounds.

Mr Juhnstone and Mr. Sawers concurred in
all the statements of Dr. Beith and Mr. Leich.

The Presbytery then passed & resolution, stat-
ing ** that they had heard with much interest Mr,
Stevenson's siztement, expressing thesr dehgin
in seeing bim again among them,—most cordial-
ly agreed to comply with his request,—and 1n
accordance therewish, declaro him to be a min-
ister of the Free Chureh,~admnt lum as an or-
dained minister wathin their bouvds—and 1endered
him the right hand of feliowship,”

The Moderator, v his own name and that of
all the brethren, exuressed the derpest sympathy
with Mr. and Mre Steviizon w the very severe
ordeal through which they had been Jed.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN
AUSTRALIA,

The Synod of Eastern Australia held their
half yearl,}‘ meetivg in Sydney on the 4th No-
vember. The proceedings were spread over
seven or eight days. The Synod was Jopened
by a sermon preached by the Rev. L. Muckay
of Sydney:

The Rev. William MIntyre introduced the
following motion :—* That the Synod, consid-
ering that co-operation on the part of the Pres.

byterinn Church of Eastern Australia with the "

Synod of Australia in connection with the Es-
tablished Church of Scutland, in erccting a
College within the University of Sydoey, and
providing for the accomplishinent of the pur-
poses of such College, paruculariy as regardsthe
communication of religions instruction, is in-
consiastent with the maintenance of the distine-
tive testimony of this Church—resolve that
euch co-operation bo abandoned and aecord-

ingly reseind the resolution relative to it adopt-
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ed at & pro re nata meetlr ; of
the 17th of Aucust laat,”

This motion was seconded by the Rev, Wil.
liats Grant,

'The Rev. James Canieren thenmured, *That
the deciston of the pro re nata meeting be con.
firmed.”” This was seconded by the Rerv, Colin
Stewart.

After protracted debate, occurying thegreater
part of two days, the Synod came to a vote,
when the motion of Mr, M'lutyre was earried
by a majority of 1310 8. The following mien-
bers voted in the wajority . —Rev, Messrs
Salmon, Grant, W, Mlntyre, Allan MiIntyre,
Alexander Melutyre, Sherritf, and MCultoch,
inisters, aud Messrs Thorburn, Black, Hamil.
'lnu. Martin, MKiunon, and Mackuy, elders,
"The following voted in the minority:—Rer.
Dr. Mackay, Ttev. Messrs Jumes Cameron, Mae-
kenzie, and Stewart, ministers; nnd Messrs
Moon, Colville, Bowtan, aud Waugh, elders.
Frour thiv decision dissents were lodged.

Dr. .\lnclmy. convener, pave in the Report
of the Cummittce on Edacation and the Colleges
Act, The Synod approved of the same,
and being convineed that itis the duty of the
Church to take immedinte uction in the matter
of educativn, vecolved to appoint & collection
to be raade in all the congregations within the
bounds,  The Synod also rc-appointed the
Connnittee, with instructions to watch over
the legislationgof the Colony on the subject of
education, with the view of ohtaining for the
people be’ aging to the Synod their due share
of the public mony, so far &s this can be dome,
with compromising our prinaiples, for the ed-
ucation of their children,

Dr. Mackay gave fu the Report of the Com-
mittec on Luion with the Syuod of Australia

in connectivn with the Established Church of
'Scotlund. The Report wus sustained, and the
Cummittee re-appointed, with instructions to
take spocial care that it du not agree to any
Lasis of union that does not contain a full and
explicit enunciativn of our distinetive princi-
ples, and ]mr\’idc for the matotenance of them
not only in the administration of the interna}
afTairs of the United Church, but also in ite in.
tercourse with other Churches The Rev, Mr,
Salmon was appoiated couvener of tins Com.
mittee, in rootn of Dr. Mackay, resignad.

The Syunod adopted the following deliverance
regarding the relutions between this Church
and the Coloninl Corniittee of the Free Church
of Scotland.—*The Synod having come to
know that the Colunial Committee of the Fres
Church of Seotland is under the impression
that this Court has applied for ministers to
certain mimsters of the Free Church, and not
to that Committee, decms it its duty to declare,
a3 it hereby declarcs, that it hes in uo instance
adopted, and has no intention to adopt, such a
mode of application; and that any applieations
for ministers that reay have been made to
others than the Colonial Committee, have been
made without the knewledge or sanction of
the Synod.”

The Rev. William MIntyre thea moved s
formula of questions to be Hut at the licensing
of probationers, and the ordination and admis-
sion of deacons, elders, and ministers respec.
tive ;. The formula is precisely similar to that
used in the Free Churcrl of Scotland.

The Rev. James Caineron moved the follow-
ing amendment —* That whereas the Synod
has nevcr yet passed any law with respect to
the questions to be put to oftice-bearcrs at their
ordination and induction, and as this is a mat-
ter of vital importanee, reyuiring the fullest
consideration, the Synod deems it erpedient to
appoint s Committee to bring up a it of ques-
tions for the adoption of the Synod at its next
ordinary mecting,

After capsiderable discuesion, the Synod di-
vided, whan Mr, MIntyre's motion was car




