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On Wednesday morning the ride of a few miles
brought me deepet tnto the bush, to the place of
meeting  This was alog chpel closed s, as we
express it, having a pulpit withiout any thing mure
than temporary scate, This (s one ol the proofs of
the zeal of our Methodist brethren—and yet, 1
every where, on this journey, saw still greater
proofs of that in the persons of wen and women
who possessed a knowledize of the Saviour through
their instrumentulity, One woman whom 1 met
with, who had been u member of the Church, ua-
der ti e sare renowned Dr. McCrie, told e that
shie had often sard that if shie met with n Minster
of her own kind—she meant a Presbytenan—she
would give hum e good fyting for the neglect which
was shewn to Presbytering settlers.  The remark
atself, however, was all the scold which I received
from hier, and 1 took 1t in my representative cha-
racter. i
proof for the neglect shewn by minsters and con-
gregations to the spiritual destitution of the dwell-
ersin the wilderness.  And often inmy lonely nde
did I ponder this text as applicable to our people,
who aie apt to grudge the absence of their nunis-
ters fully as much as to ourselves—** Look not
every man on his own things, but every man also
on the thingsof others.”  ‘The people tn thus quar-
ter too, were delighted 1o know that they would
soon have a visit from our Missionary.
in almost all the places where 1 was, there wasa
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who, 1t will not be demied, hiave shewn themselves [ ry avowed opinton or pmeuce of the kind referend
strenuous friends of the nights of conzcieace, and [ to.  All that it neceseanly unplies, 1, that they
who were not likely to saubscnibe any formula cnay be found opposing law tul powers, or the law-
whieh they had not exaunned and did not believe, | tul exercime of them 1o the things spacitied, and
The passage cluetly referced to1aan Chap, ax. sect, o that thev are not entitled to plemd n genernl cre.
. Letus try if 1t jusufies the charge  sponsiufiey n mattere of that kind : notwith.

In the accond section the doctrine of hiberty of standing such a plea, ** that they may be ealled to'
couscience 18 thus lad down . * God alone 1| account aad proceeded aganst * Far, be ot obe
Lond of the conscience, and hath left it teee from | served, 1t 1 not the demign of tia pamgmph o
the docinnesand commandments of wmen which ‘n!nxc the objects of church eenrure o civil proess
arc in any thing contrary to lus word, or beside 1t | cution . s proper and professed olject in to inter -
in matters of faith or wozshiup.  So thut 1o beheve | pose a check on the abuse of hiberty of conscience

Indeed much of what I saw suggested re- I

Here, as |

such docinnes, or 1o obiey such commandments, 18 | 08 operating 10 the prejudice of just and lawful au.
to betray true hiberty of conscicnce and teason | thonity, It 13 not sin as «an, but as seamdal, or
ulso.”  Thus 13 an amportant doctnne, and neces- | jurious o the gmntual interests of Chrsuans,
sary to be mamtamed agaust the encrvachments | that 1s the proper obyect of chuich-censute: and
und unwarrantable clauns of every creatnre, and | 1418 not tor sinx as such, but for erumes, that per-
| of rulers both cival aald ecclesiastical.  May every | $ons become hable 1o pumshment by magistnites.
man then think and epeak, and act as he pleases, | The compilers of the Confession were quite aware
under the plea that his coascience gives hum liber- 1 of these d.sunctions, which were then common. —
1 ty to do so, or diciates to lum thathe aught to do | Somie thunk that if the process of the magistmte
t0? ‘T'o yuard sgamst this penncious ubuse of 1 had been lumted to offences ¢ contrary to the light
the doctrioe, s the object of what follows sn the | of natute,” 1t would have been perfectly yustifiable ;
Confession.  In section thind, tho<e are condemn- , but the truth 12, that it would have been 2o only on
ed, who, ¢ upon pretence of Chtsttan hiberty, do | the interpretation now given.  ‘Fo render an nc-
practice any mn or chenish any lust.””  ‘I'he de- ' tion the proper object of magstratical pumshment,
sign of section fourth, t3 to guara agutuat the abuse ' 1118 not enough that 1t be contrary to the law of
cfthe doctrine i reference to public authority — ! Gud, whether natuml or revealed: 1t muat, in
*“And becnuse the powers which God hath” or- | one way or another, strihe agamat the public good

“duned, and the hberty which Christ hath pur- i of sociery.  He who *¢provides not for hus own,

t

greater or less mixture of highlanders, and these | chased, are not mtended by God to destroy, but
every where expressed great satisfucuion at know. | mutuatly 10 uphold and preserve onc another:
ing that our Missionary would be abic to confer i they wlho, upou pretence of Chnstian liberty, shall
with them ia their owa tongue. i opposc any lawful power, or the lawful eaercize of
After this service, l immediately sought my way |11, whether 1t be civil_or ceclestaste, resiat the !
to the Penctanguishine road—:raversing many a ; ordinance of God.” He who 1s the Lord of the |
lofty moraine, (hill of sand or gravel, in geological ; conscicnce has also instituted the auvthonties
language,) and many a decp dell. Barric and | church and state; and it would be in the highest
Brownville, in King, were successive resung pla- | degree ubsurd to suppose that he has planted 1 .
ces for the night, at the latter of which Iaddressed | the breast of every individual a power to rewist,
a small congregation collected at an hour’s wat- | counteract, and nullify his own ordinances. \Whey
ning, and in the evening of the third day 1 reached  public and private chuma nterfere and clash, the
home in safety and peace.  Aad with this public latter must give way to the former; and whey
notics of this tour, 1 would say let God be prared  avy lawtul authonty 1¢ procceding lawfully withn
for his goodness and mercy to mysclf—and let lus s line of duty, 1t must be understood us posses-
name be gloritied through the word I was enabled sg a rightful power to remove out of the way |
10 declare ; and let his blessing rest on the kind | every thing which necessarily obstructs 1ts pro-
fricnds whom I met with in all my meeting places. | gress.  The Confession proceeds, accordingly, 1o
I have no time now, Mr. Editor, for farther re- ! state : ““And for thewr publishing of such opi-
marks ; indeed I fear that you will think 1 have  nions, or maintaining of suach practices, asare con-
been rather tedious, und made too much of a few | trary 10 the light of nature, or to the known prin.
days journeying ; suffice 1t to eay that I have |ciples of Chnstamty, whether concerning fusth,
gathered nformation which 1 trus* will be useful ; worship, or conversation, or to the power of fgod-
to our_esteened young brother whe 1s to be sta- liness; or such erroneous optnions or practices as
tioned in the parts just described—aund that I have | either in their own nature, or 10 the manner of
received lessons as to the vast importance of Mis- . publishing or maiutainsng them, are destructive 1o

especially those of hie own house,” sins against
* the tight ot nature," as also does he who 1 *'a
lover of pleasures more than of God ;** but there
are few who will plead that wmagistrates are bound
to proceed aga:ast and pumsh every idler and bel-
Iy-gol. Oa the other hand there are optnions
and pracuices * contrary 1o the knowa principles
of Chnstianuty,” or grafted wpon them, which
either 1n their own natare, or from the circume-
stances with which they may be clothed, may
prove £o0 purous to the welfare of society m
wearral, or of particular nations, or of their juat
procecdings, or of lawful institutions establiched n
them, as to subject their publishers aad mamtain-
crs to warrantable coercion and pumishinent.  Ase
one poiat to which these tnay relate, 1 may wens
tion the external observance and sanctitication of
the Lond’s Day, wiuch can be known only from
¢¢ the principles of Chnsuanity,’ and 18 connected
with all the particulars specified by the Confession
—¢furth, worship, couversation, the power of
godliness, and the exteraal order and peace of the
chureh **  Fhat many other wnstances of a similar
description cifh be produced, will be demied by no
sobrr-thinking person whois well arquainted with
popith tenets and practices, and with those which

sionary work, which I trust will be utefu] to my-
selfand may even be made uscful to my brethren in
the ministry.
Your’s, aflectionately,
WILLIAM RINTOUL.
Strcetsville, 22d April, 1845,

Dnr. McCriz's Vispicatios or Tun Docrrive or
TuE Wrsrainsten Coasessios oF Farmi, rrs-
recrinG e Powens axp Duriss or T Crvn,
MAGISTRATE, IN THINGS PERTAINING TO RELIGION
Axp THE CuoRclr,

Oae of the most common and starthng ohjec-
tions brought forward is that which involves a
cbarge against the Westminster Confession of
Faith, as favourable to per ion for ience
sake, and atmizg the civil magistrate with a pow-
er to punich good and peaceable subjects purely on
the ground of their religious opinions and practi-
ces. This is a charge which affccts all who have
owged that Confession, or who declare a simple
adherence to it : aad among these there are maay,

will be bappy to receive any such specimens. The
donors should give their own names, and mention
where the remaius were found, and how deep in
the soil.

the external peace and vrder which Chnst hatl | ;{ru’axlcd among the English sectarnies dunng the

cstablished in the church ; they may lawfully be
called to account, and procecded against by lhc,'
censures of the church, and by the power of the
civil magistrate.”  Now, this does not say that
all wko publish such opinions and maintsin such
practices as are mentioaed, may be proceeded
against, or, punithed (if the substitution of this
word shall be insisted for) by the civil magisirate ;
nordoes it say, thatany goad and peaceahl= subgect
shall be made liable to this process simply on the
ground of religious opinions published and prac-
tices maintained by hiun.  For, in the first place,
persons of a particular character are spoken of in,
this paragraph, and these are very different from

good and peaccable sebjects.  They are described
mn the former sentence as * they who oppose law-

ful power or the lawful exercise of it,” and ¢ vesist’
the ordinance of God.” The samc persons are
spoken of in the sentence under consideration, as
appears from the copulative and relative. It 19
not said ““Any onc for publishing,” &ec., but
t they who oppose any lawful power, &e., for
tecir pudlishing,” &e.  In the second place, thus
seatence specifies some of the ways in which these
persons may become chargeable with the opposi-
tion meatoned, and conzequently ¢ may be

]evcn they must or ought to he prosecuted for eve-

called 1o account :™ but it does not ascert that

. ——————— e

sitting of the Westminster Assembly : aud he
who does nat deny this, cunnot be estitied, I should
think, upon any principles of fair construction, to
fix the stigma of persccution on the passage in

" question.

In support of the ohjection under conmderation,
some have referred to chap. 93 of the Confeasion,
sn which it is stated 1o bir the magistrate’s duty 1o
¢ take order that—all blasphemies and hicrestes be
suppressed,” &c.  But as certain mean» by winch
hesto endeavour to cffect thus cnd are there men-
_ﬁ"ﬂfd. withoat one word about coercion or pun-
ishiment, every person must percesve that that
passage gives no occasion for such nference.—
Others appeal 1o passages 1n the private wntings
of presbyterians at the period when the Confession

“was compiled. But it 1s evidently unjust to at-

empt ia this way to fasten on a public deed an
odious sense which its own language does notna-
tively and necessanly imply.

( To be continued. )

To the Editor of the Record.

Mr. Eptror,—1 huve just seen a letter from a
zealvus friend of our Church, in Nottawasaga,
which mentions that the impression made on the
Presbytenian people there, in benalf our painciples,



