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MEDITALIONS NO 7
ot gt et e
“lhe Lowd hroweth them
that aro Hiv, and Lt uvery one
that nsmeth  the name of
Christ dvpat from infquity.”
1t i3 not necessary for ug like
the worshippors of Vishuu to
havs & mark fn verailion,to be
known a3 clomtiams.  The
children of God, howrever, aro
knuwn by their xpot.  The
8patis not printed upon the
person ar §8 the ease withihose
who worship Hindoo goly, for
ovon the Jews were prohibited
feom waking such distinguish-
fug marks cpou their person.
“Yo shall not print any marks
upox you Iam the Yord, Levie
ticus 1028  The meaning
however is clearly this, that as

the worsluppers of idola wweros

literall) distinguished by marks
on thair faces or thair fore-
heads, which afforded at a
glance a enre aud public token
of the god they scrved, 20 the
worshippers ofthe trusGad are
figurately known to beattached

to e serviee by the epirit

they nanifest, in  their daily

walk and convereation, exetu-

plifyiug fn their lives the prin-
ciples God has 1evealed in the

gospel of Xlis Son. “Whose
adorning let it not be that out
ward adomning . . . . .

but lat it be the hidden man

of the heart in that which is

not corruprible, oven the oma-

ment of a meck aud suiot apirit
which is in the sight of God of
Paul  carried

great price”
about with hin the marks of
the Lord Jesus which marks

though they may finve Leen to
some extent visible on sccount

of the nertecutions Lia recoived;

yet far more visible in the cha-
racter exhibited in his noble
“They took kaowledge
of them that they had been

life.

with Jesu” Peter and John

were kuown by their spot.
Their spot wasthe spot of God'’s
children’'s. The bold declar-

stion of the truth in the pres-

ence of opposition and perse-

cution 2nd thu results which
accompanted their faithfal la-

wanin all of your dealinge?
Hnot thenweur spot {s not
tho spot of His chitdren. The
world will tako knowledgo of
you that you have not been
with Jesus. Thoy will take
knowledge of you that you aro
a falio professor anud will de-
spiso you as the mesnest kind
of a hypocrite. You are the
most deapised of all sinnere.
Satan gets you to da hiv dint-
jest work and then laugh at
you behiud, your back, *Do
unto others as yo would that
others should do unte you” il
you would have the mark of
Jesus. T1 > world will rarely
pronotuce such & ous s hypo-
crite or dishonest. I find that
the world is seldom mistaken
{u itd judgements upon dishon-
ot professors, Lot your spot
bo the spot of s ehildron. I
cannot particularize. It X tried
I might not meot your particu-
lar case. KExamiue yourselt;
enter into your closet and shut
the door and ask God to try
your Lioart and your reive. Av
all times, in all things,let your
mark bo the mark of Christ.
Let your lives be “living epis-
tles know and read ofall mon.”
Don't put the Devil's question,
Whero isthe harm? But on
the contrary where {s the good
fn this or that?  And it there
is no good you may bLe sure
there is harm. Whatever
we do eating or drinking let
allbe done to the glory of
God and in the name ot Christ.
So will the world and our
brethren take knowledga of us

that we have been with Jesus

and our spot will ba the spot of
His children.
A, Scorr.
—t0:—
BRADEN AND WATTS DK-
BATE.

Last February Mr. Watts,
the most distinguished secnlar-
{st of England, visited Waynes-
barg, Pa, and deliversd some
lectures in the intercst of his
cause. Mr. Luce, a secularist
of the abece namod place,chal.
lenged the writer to meot Mr.
Watts in open debate and dis-
cues ti involving

bors and cogeat ut
weoro a surs taark of their hav-
ing besn with Jesus. His
name was on their foreheads.

3
in]was torep

the claims of chrixti ity to &

prinviples of Christianity, os
taught in, the fuculeations of
the ible, hasmonize with &
right nge of lmaan reasenand
the afghist uxercive of huwman
reason, and are a necessity to
hiuman progress and Liappiness
here and hereafter”

After definiug his position
hoprosunted in an eblo and
elaborate mavner forty great
fdeas of Christianity as taught
m the “inculeations of the
Bible”

He introduced himself by
saying, “Tho inculeations of
the Bible are found in what
the Bibloduelaies was spoken

sugels and men who wero ine
spired in what they said or

comauds,

and putdown by divine beings,

did, oct in obedienco to diviao
and what such

| eternty foe cnltnro and proseess |
5% The universst [itbethoud ot
! Jol 39 Ths wniversal brother
1I.oo«l orman 40, Tho chrchas )
wn oranizetion to pive ergauie
urity sl eppressive power to

Me. Watts et deavored 1o wone

sl tho repulvives esa of hixays
temi by denyine that he was an
athelst cro materislist,  Hia op
fotiont proved from his own
wiitings that ho was hatlie-chat

thie reliyion,” 'llm cardima) principlos of scenlars
Furthienmore, ho proved that lism as Mid donn by Watte, are
hristiafts eontams el the ! beth atheina and materiatis,

natare aud liarwonizes with the
Inghie st exerciia of his 1na<on, He
alve showed what it has done

wetically, intellectually, morally
atd religously.”

Mr. Watts in his reply to those
wteat “ideas and gouersl prine
ciplea of christianity,” eald, ho

1ad

acts and utt
approved

ritual nature. ‘This religious

dfon iu systemsof religion. In-

exprossly
Mau is 2 roligious
being, he has a religious cle-
ment in his nature, and it is
the ruting element in his spi-

element hias ever found in all
ages, 1aces and lands, expres-

Py t Lbad ®cont

cLristianity.

his oppotient bud defined clriste

fanity several times in ret apeech: '
es. At th jancturo Mr. Wat's | made an effort to avold atousing
au cffort to got up aide fsstes by Ttho feelings and teligous prae

catholic Iders of man's redigious § Mo reminded Mr Watts of a to.

mark ke mado publicly to Dr,
Miller last  winter, in which ha
safd “1 do not believa fn a God,

or men politically, sociully, do- ! heaven, a dundtor 2 devil” Ho

made 1o reply to this statemeont,
but eafd 1o wan could find in his

wHtings where he safd *thero 1s

no God”  Thix duplicity ot Mr
Watts outraged all confidenco in

bad “no objections to two-thirds | it or hix declarations,

of tho tho inoral eade laid dow u"‘ Furthermore, Mr. Watts clatin.
by Lis opponent, and “In tho ed that a man conld bea Secular.
main it was the taaching of Secu. l fst and retain religion nud chriv
latiem ”* He asserted thst his tanity. In reply Boo. DBraden
telige showed by reading his (Waits)
jon and chtistianity”==thiat ho ! own statements 10 regand to Secu-
(Braden) had failed to dofine  Jartsm, that he required men to
tefect wll r8ligions, overy idea
The facts in the case ate, that  based on God, sprit and future

life
In tho newt place, “Mr. Walts

to these systems man has
wrought certain great religious
ideas, over thirty in number.
There ate no idcas that have
been so universally evolved by
reason, 50 universally accepted
and obeyed ns thoss religions
ideas; and no ileas are so
clearly entitled to be called
the decision of our standard
teason, Christianity contains
all of these ideas stripped of
error, explained intoa harmon-

ity.

fer.

roason. 4. Absoluto reason

spirit,

divine origin. The challenge
was accopted, and Bro. Braden
t Chris-

¢ His presence was cxhibited i

their ciaracters and lives.

O1! professor of christianity
does the workd tako knowledge
of you that you have been

with Jesus t  Is your apot the
Yes it

spot of the christian?
you have been with Jesus the
world “will  know it. His
mark is unmistakeable. The
world will know to day whoth-
erot not you were with Jesus

this morring  before you left

your cloact 0 enter upon the
duties pf another day. Are
you frotful, or cress, or quar-
relsotne,or peevizh, or unkind ?
Are you casily aunoyed, or
vexed, are your wonds harsh
and wounding,or aro you feel-
iug out ot sorte, mth every-
thing and everybody. If so I
fear you have n3t been with
Jesus this moming, at all
events you hiave not his spot,
Make haste and go to Josus be-
fore any of the family or the
world see you; else you will

{aminate those I you
80 sure 38 action and reaction
arc oqual and in oppesite di-
rections.

How ig it with yon inyour
business? Are you straight-
forward and Yonest and fair
und upright belore God and

tianity, and Mr.Watts Secular-
ism.

Mr. Watts is rathora fine
specimen of physical monhood.
e is about five feet ten inches
in height, weighs abont twe
hundred pounds, dark curly
hair, slightly Sald, large and
prominent gray eyes, with a
heavy per cent of white in
them, which, whena tumned up,
suggests to the mind the new
moont. But taking him in all
he is rather a fina specimen of
the “typical Englishman.”

Bro Braden is heavy set,
weighs one hnndred snd eighty
pounds, swarthy camplexion,
keen black eyes, large intellec-
tual head.

The discussion was conduct-
ed in the .own hall. begioning
Tucsdsy evening, Sept. 29,con-
tinning for six consecutive
evenings.

* At tho appointed time the
dabaters appeared on thestage
and were grected by a large
intelligent audience. Hon. A.
J. Purman acted 28 moderator,
introducing Bro. Braden to the
audience ss the first speaker.
He affirmed the following pro-
position :

*The groat idens aud gencral

8 Resp
to God, to man, to self.

Retribution.

tion.

angle.

some  questi

& £
nately, “What will be the ua

ious system, in an absolute re-

ligion, suited to all human-

“Tho great ideas of Christ-
isnity ara: 1. Spirit existenco
distinet and differentfrom mat-
2, The sclf oxistent Bo-
ing, the first cause of all things
is absolute spirit. 3. The cro-
atioa of all thinge by absoluto

sustains, controls and regulates
all things. 5. Immortality of
6. The distinctions,
true and false, good and ovil,
right and wrong. 7. Clear,
simple and infalliblo criterion
for making theso distinctions.
illity to Ged, to
man, to self. 9, Accountability
12
Free 1moral agency of man. 11.
12, Providence.
13, Prayer. 14. Answer to
prayer. 15. Revelation. 16. Iu-
spiration as a moans of revela-
17. Miracles as creden-

fut to compel his antaguniet to
deferd total depravity, prodestic
natten, die. Bro. Braden repulied

tetain tho gool—all of the good.”

also.

authotity in the Bible.
rejected overy candinal religiou
1dea in chiristinnity, ite stat t

s Judices of the audience, by saying
4T dnrot wnto te destroy the
turo of future punishnent,” s’ Bible or Christianity, [ simply
there a hell* “What s ﬂw#dushe to ellminate tha bad and
Holy Ghest{* “Can & mau be

saved without laptiem 1 All of | Bus on the other hand Bro, Bra<
which Bro Bralen Aisposed off in
few words, and at the samae tine
showing they were irrclevant,
Mr. Watts betng thus far foil-
ad in his plans, and saccessfully
met at every poiut, ho moved up-
on his opponent from anether
1o mado a desperato ef-

dlen proved that there was vot a
thing in the Biblo that Infidels
had ever asailed that Watts did
not arnitemnet a thing in chris-
tianity that Infidels had ever ps.
wailed that Watts did not assl
Thest he donied alt ideas of
fospiration, revelation or divine

That he

W feed 2afo i saying that
it was penorelly concudw’f that
Bro Braden gained a signal
tramph on the tiet proposi-
tion

The “laboting oar” i3 now
daced in the hands of Ar
Vatts Mo aflirms as follows:

“The great idas and goiarul
panciples of Scenlaris hate
momze With & nglit use of hus
man reason, and the Inghest
exerciso of humai reason, and
are sullictent, without nssocia-
tion with any form of lhoolo&:y
to secure to mankind all the
happiness and  progress  of
which they are capable”

Mr Watts set up his claim
15 to what mankind really
neoded.  IHe athrmod that his
futereste sere miental, 1oral,
enotionsl, pulitical, socisf ana na.
tional ; that reatan, conscience
and experienice were to control,
aud guide him in tho affairs of
this Iife. Bro. Braden at once
egan to dissect his arguments by
shiowing 1f thst was Scculariem it
would contravens all idcas of
populur govertimont, Lecause, fore
200th, what ono man's reason
Sudged ma right, his conscience
prompted ki to do; while ane
other actuatad by tho saute power
moves in an opposite direction,
He turned hix own logle againat
him and thus proved christiamty
tight from Mr. Watt's own stand-
pont. it Nifeless and Godless
syatem could now be seen in all
lits wild preportions=tn all its
jnaked defornity. Al could cer
tainly see that it was the canker,
* i tha ssab, the bare hones and the
curse of humanity.

Again, Mr, Watts claited that
tho Dlibla was an indecent book,
snd that ho could pick out paz-
eages that his opponent would not
dare r2ad to the audience, Mis
autagoniat promptly met the argu.
ment by saying he could bnng
forwand medical mnd legal works
and pick out paseages that he
(Wutts) would ot dare read to
any intelligent audience,
all the forco of logic, Bro. Braden
proved that these passages to

With

tho attack by showing the au-
dience that he was not defending
the precomceived opinions and
notlons of men about the Bille,
but he was simply defonding the
Bible and the Bible alone,

1t 200n became apparont to tho
most superficial thinker that Mr,
Wetls' strength Iay in getting up
sido issues accopting as the teach-
ing of the Bibleand ax principl

infidelity.

ity.
In this ti

of christianity, the old dogtnas of
theology. He sesailed them and
claimed that ho was attdacking
christiauity and the Bible. He
also accapted the old dogma that
orerything in tho Rible is the
teaching of the Bibloand must be
defended,

iz former opponents, except
itro. Walker, were met by Mr.
Watts on their own ground and
defeated with their own absurd
poritions.

Bro, Braden, armed with hely

tion, 18. Prophecy. 19. Sacri-
fice. 20. Expiation or atone-
ment 21, A perfect personal
embodiment of teaching. 22.

life. 28 A perfect object of
faith, durstion and love. 24, A
petfect leader in veligion. 25
A mediztor. 26, Incarnation.
27, Sinis a factin life and
experience. 23. Regencration.
29, Forgiveness of sin. 20, A
system of religion composed
of these traths, acts of wor-
ship,and rules of life and cha-
wcter. 3L A life of righteous-
nessin every relation and uet
of life. 32, The clevation of
humanity into love and right-
cousness, 33, Man 2 cu-wor-
ker with God.  34. Man cle-
vates himself by loving seli-
sactifice for others. 33. The
inexpressible dignity andprice.
less worth of humanity. 36,

in the resurrection, U7,
boundless ficld in the wuiverso

aad an cudless dunation w

tials of inspiration and revela-

A perfect personal exaraple of

2eal, defended the plain simple
word of God, stripped of all hu.
man appendages.  Ho wascareful
te have the proposition resd “the
great ideas and general principles
of Christianity 23 taught in tho
incaleations of the Ihble.”

He was also carefol to explain
that he meant only the great
ideas and general principles found «
in the acls and  utterances of oi-
vine Heinge, the acts and utler-
anecsof their angehic meseengers,
the acts snd nlterances of men
tnspired in auch acts and oiter-
ances, and the acts of nen that
were 1n obedience to divine cor-
mands,

It waseoon olacrved by all
that Bro. Braden woald defond
nothing clse unless the above
1mme:l elements of che Bible ex
" pressly approved it.

Apainhe inserted a rulo in the

that it is g iy

of facts and the most of *its mo-
rality ; and  that Watte was as
radleally opposed to the Bible or
Christianity as he (Braden)was to
Seculariatn, ot any other forn of

Moreover, Dro. Biaden showed
that all the good in Sceularism

“had been stolen from Christiane

I would ray

which Mr. Watte referied, no
more disproved  the truth of the
Biblathan tho pareagos which he
could teloct from legal and medi-
cal works disproved tho truths in
tegal and medieal scienze.  We
heard no more about the Bible
Leiug an indecent book.

Mr. Watts in tho next plaes,
claimed that man did not have s
tcligious nature, and read some
extracts from missionaries to eus.
tain his position. Bro. Braden
showed that it was w0t the busi.
ness of the misssionaries to create

Bro. Braden’e ary ¢

led that | “lon s
Me. Watts utterly failed to meet
The fallaci

I natute but simply to
deyelop it, and thus exposing the

maltor as follows: “Mr. Bradon

he olealy d trated

editor of the  Waynesburg Inde-
pendent, writes relative to the

afiirmed the doctrines of the
Bibla and the Christian religion,
snd the cause did not suffer by
any mcans,but on the otier hand,
Lis

arputnent of Mr. Watte:
Bro. Braden proved beyond &
doubt that Seceulatism ignored
man's religious natero~the high.
ost element in his nutureand fail.
ol to meot the highest wants of
the raco—that it had no basis for
the life and acts Ly which alove
man can be lifted out of in.
o lli‘t analysis and ontaasking of

fssue, .nd handled it in an able
manner.”

In the Iatter part of the dis-
casslonn Mr. Watts affiroed the
teachings of Sccularism, and

ments in defence of Liv eystem
that {nuly conld be producad
But his arguments wero logically

s refuted by Me. Beaden “It is

conceded and evon somo of the

Mr. Braden was more than a
wateh for Mr. Watte”

Sueh are the sxpressions of the
loading men of Waynesburg and
vicimty.

When Beo. Braden delivered
hin Inst apeech on the aflinnative
all the frienga of the Dible wers
elated, for they saw Mr. Watts

ability asa debater, and that he
fully understood the question at

bronght forward all ths anpn.

Soculariets admit the fact thatfc

wias aud
crushing.

Mr Watts during his scomnd,
thid, fourth and fifth speeches
cn the first proposition, challeng-
od his opponent a number of
times to debate four different
irsues in & spamato debate. In
his sixth apecch he wade a nuine
ber of charges agiinst the Bihle,
Bro. Braden aceepied his chal
lenges, and in vetam challonged
him to dehato his changes in se.
perate  propopositions mad give
proper time o each., This put
anend to Mr Watts challonges.
He (Watts) neither accepted the

hall of his op ¢ not
aid any attention to Bro, Bra.
den's axceptanco of his ropeated
challenge except to call it “blus.
ter,”

Mr Watts in  closing his argu.
ment claimed that Cheistiamty, it
true, woid vot jmeet the wante
of the tace now, since it was
atout two thontand years old and
that “man had outgrowa it.” Ijs

wienot attempling to grappl

with his argumetts, and cven

oy t in his rejeinder showed
that the scheme of redemption

somo of the Sceularists admitted

agreement that Mr. Watts must |
present what ho claimed tho‘
¥ Riblo inculcated in tho exact lan-

' gnage of the Bible. Thus he ex-;

‘veonl.  Thie took ont of Watts |
Phanda his chief wapom  of
war, i

the fast.  They had, hiswever, &
ray of hops left. They expeeted!
Lim toredeem himeelfon thelast

propasition.  But alas? them

Tho perfection of man's natare {cluded all totions of men in reed ¢ e went down, ard thatin the
A 'mard o the leachings of Gu’s ! 1,4 ndde of the acknowlediged ciam .

pdon in the world of *“modiin
fice thought ™

was gradually snfoldeduntil 1t
wag petlected, 1t thea met the
wants of all nations, it was cathos
licin itenstar, and could no
ymuore “bo out gmown than the
Linitiptisation table or the Iaws of
gravitation.”
CAMTLELL Jo%Es,
Clageville,

N Pa,
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