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have fearnt how o till the around. we cut oY their
former and only means of support, viz, the chase
True, some settlements, like that at Negwenenany,
may be fortunate enongh to e within each of
prolific fishing gowuds, where salmon-tront and
whitefish may be found in abundince, but (33 only
one mouth ju the year produces thew in any quan-
tity, audd the Indian. nmong his ather characteris-
ties, have very little idea of providing for the fut-
ure, preferring a kind of hand-to-mouth lite, (2)The
fisheries are a very precatious dependence, failing
altogether, as they do aecaxionally, and starvation
is staving the Indiansin the face, unless the mission
asy is prepared to fowd them, aned this is no casy
matter, in view of their immetse “capaeity ", as miy
be judged from the consumptivn ot provisions by
twelve Indinns during the six duys veenpied in
transporting a portton of  Mr. Renison’s supplies
1om Red Rock to the Missien, viz, 11 Larrels of
Mour, 123 1bs of pork, 101hs of tea, 231bs of sugat,
and 2 bags of patatoes,  The * Department of the
Interior ” is thevefore, no swali factor in the Indiun
question, and as shown ona luger seale by the late
rebellion, the “Minister,” whether of Church o
State, must make some provision forit.  Just here,
Liowever, liesone of the many e ditliculties at-
tending our missionany work viz., the danger of
fostering the mercenmy spirit, : nd seeming to pu-
chase their adhiesion to the faith for the sahe of
“the leaves and fishes, © Not indeed that they
own to the impeachment.  Their version of the
anntter is a much more charitable vne, “The groat
Father sent you, you say, to care fur omi souls. but,
we and our children me hungry . does He not e
for our bodiess”  And with this logic of nature we
must be content, waiting patiently till theiv ability
ta support themselhves 1elieves us of all fmnther 1isk
of a misconstruetion of our motives,
Fourthly—Growth in our Indian Mission issene
times hindered by difticulty  and opposition from
without.  But one or two new conveits have been
added to the settlement at Negwenenang since its
first establishiment, This has not lLeen owing to
any scantiness of waterial, still less to any remiss-
uess on the Missionary's part.  Among all the  lab-
wourers in the Indian tield who ave bearing the burden
and heat of the day, nowhere can one be fuund wmore
indefatigable or selfdenying in his efforts to bring
the blessed light of the Gespel to those who e
ssitting in darkness and shadow «f death.”  Put
toil as he may, let the following nanmtive taken
from his own lips illustrate one form of difli_ulty
with which he hasto contend:  “Last sunmmer said
Mr, R, a message was brought to me that the P'ag-
an Indians at Neepigon Vost, about forty miles off,
were auxious that [shonld visit them. Interpret-
ing their message as a eall from Gad, ' made my
preparations and started on the 29th of JJuly, accoun
panied by Matchell and his son John,  We 1cached
onr destination by .\ugust fitst.  The DPagans  re-
ceived us kindly. 1 spent two days among them.
instructed them as fully as was possible, and bap-
tised a number whoexpressed tueir desire to bece-
ome Christians; among them was one woman of
very diminutive stature hnnyed-backed, and carry-
ing a child in her arms, who, while the instruetion
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W soin on, separated betselt from the others,
and went down towands the edae of the luke, evie
dently anvious to get meto follow hev. 0 doing
st and qrestion igher, she sand that she had been
A bad wannaan, and had done pamy - wicked things.
Loz aste, When she was vonng, she bad a vision,
which haed tronbled her all her lite, and made her
aftadd, and unless this fear could be takhen away,
amd het sins Jorgiven shie did not want to be lmin-
tized, 1 told her the zoadness of  the Gospel of
t hrist ipete fully and  afterwands admitted her to
His fold. Shotly after 1etaned tothe Mission,
accompantcd by Medaswenene and his two sons, and
a ~ont uf Pemawenetr, who were anaious to see for
themseh o~ atid the rest of the Taned what the Jands
and hotsesat Neavwenchang wete lthe, Onmy -
vval Trunveyed thiee hts for tlave families. Our
vicitors having made they alaenvations, set out on
then tetuin, with the iutontion of coming lack, and
building their housex this fall,  Michael and his
soit went with thens, thing w cace: hige enongh
for the whole ptycamd a sappdy of dour pork
and tese. Poand his fmnily sot out in this canoe,
but had scaneely coveted thive miles of the journey
when they were mvertaken by ——- —aned——
who told them that the Misstonary only - wanted to
kidnap the children, aud threatened Michael with
badily violence if e attempted to take them away,
Thix frightened the poor Pacans, sad they abandon
ed the idea of joining the Mission. The  others
were also told that i they joinad  us they could
neva again tain anything fron thestare, Miceael
returned i twonty days, disappointed in hiserrmnd
nothing being left of the supplies, which had cost
about thirty dollus,

Such is the plaing winanished stany of our Negy -
jgon mission, its present condition, ayd the diflicul-
ties that hinder its progress.  But, *none of these
things move”™ us, save togreater faith, and & more
unflaguing perseverinee.  With God  nothing s
impossible”  Even in the apparently  disappoint-
ing rewults of Mr, Renisen's visit to these poor pag-
ans, theee is this much toencomnge s, that  the
good seed must have found dedgment in some of
those who bstened to it 1t canttat, all of it have
been “us Water spilled apon the ground.”™  Even in
consciences as  norant, and  winds as dark amd
degraded as theirs- amd from what  we hemd of
some of their habits, a deeper  dearedation conld
hardly be coneeived- there must Vave been some-
thing in the Gospel they  heard to appeal o any
linering renmant of religious instinet that still ye-
mained in them: and i so a beginviug has been
made.  And that for the present suflices.  Sooner
or Iater- andif later, ~till soon  enough for God's
purpose- - the  tiny seed Will - germinate, and  we
shall see, as a tho.sand times alrendy  elsewlere
“first the blade, then the ear, then the full con
in the ear,”  Meanwhile our very confidence i
the divine promise  forbids any  slackening  on
our part.  The words which Elwot, the apostle of
the Red Indians, inserited at the end of his cwn
[ndian Grammar, may well furnish our motto:

“Prayer and  pains, through faith in Jesus
Christ. will do anything.”



