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mmjjd ; Spirit acting upon spirit ; will workiug on the regrion of w~ill. The
tcarlhing of Scripture is that the Spirit nioves upoît the disordered faculties of
the nunanl soul, quickeiîiig inito life axid beauty ; that Ire enligliteis and
convinices, and draNvs towards (Q-od anid hioliiuess ami hie-avei every 0110

that conieth iinto the world ; tlîat 111e imparts, to those w~ho sek it, the grace
of repeutaince and faith ; that Hie attests the pardon anid seals the adoption of
ill believers; that Hi rgeerte or reniews thecir liearts iii the D)iviine image,

and 1111101(1 tlieir hiighi destiinies, anîd fits anid qualifies theîîi for tie purity
and blessedniess of hecaven. Tbe texts of Scripture referrcd to liu the lîeading
of this paper, as wvell as inany more w'hichi right be cited, are, suffieiently
explicit, that Mie H-oly SpiritL, by His own persoual. ageiicy, operates iinmiedi-
ately anîd directly u-pon the huiiîiian hieart, aiid not by auiy (lelegate(l virtue Hie
lias inifused inito the WTord ini the great wvork of lmninanl salvation. " The trutli
whicli 11e inspired," says a late writer, 'l is Mie mneaîis whiclh 111e eînfloys to
,accomplishi this wvork. We do iiot, however, so initerpose Mi e trtîth, as tliat lus
influience shall act thîrougqh it upon the inid. We lIold that lis iiîfilueîce is
direct andI acis uipon tuie imîuind towards the trtlîi." Tlie plan aiuJ ruie of the
DJi% ie ecoiîoiny of xnercy is, thiat the Spirit conidescenigl,,y N'urks witli the
truth, or by iiieans of the trutlî ; yet that ini every case lie so works tliat
Mie savinig action is not the action of the truith, but lis own direct and
personial. action on the mmid.

It nîay be objected that in the Seriptures thiere is assignied to Llie Woid
Mie raîmk iiot of a, mere instrument, but of an agent operatiîig by its own
effectuai. power; iîideed, thiat the saine saviing effeets are ascribu 1 to the
Word as3 to the Spirit. Tlîus, 1 Peter i. 23,-«, Being- bora again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by Mhe Word of God whicli livetli anid
abideth. for ever." Also, James i. 18,-" 0f lus owi, wvill begat lie us wvith the
word of truitli." Now Miese pa,.ssagýes, carefufly and critically intepreted, wvill
be found iiot in the ieast to coîitradict -%vli at lias been advanced, but tu afford
strikiîig evidence in support. Iii the quotatiou fromn lst Peter, the tfflcica.t
cause and the in.strumcnlal cause are clearly discrininiated. Thiu eficieiît
cause of tlîe neîv birtli is declared Vo be te incorruptible seed; aiid thiat
by tiîis expression we are Vo uîiderstaiîd the grace, of Gud, in its renlewinig

agency, is obvions froni i Johin iii. 9,-«, Wlîosoever is born of ;udl,"-borni
lioV of tlîe truth, iot of the Word, but ««born of God," [a phrase xpeiîgthe
iiimediateniess of the Divine operation on1 the soul ini its r-egel iei-ltioli,] ",deMli
not coummit sini ; for this seed " [that is the -ilvsterious priiiciple of Divinie
grace by vlichl tue new birth -as prodiiced]" eaetii hm au

lie cannot sini, because lie is boniî of God." The incorruptible seuil, tdieu, by
wliich we are borni aîîew, is wvIat St. Johin calls the seed of God,-]Iis
grace in its u'eiiioýatiiîg operations, the Wordl neanw'hile beiiîg a suberdinlate
inistrumnit. «We are sàid Vo be born again by the Word of God, so we
are said to be saved by gracec tîtrougli faitlî, justified by faiMi, and puriffied by
faitlî. But grace is the efficient cause; faith is the iiistrummiieuital Cause.
IV is not faithi that saves us, or justifies us, or purifies us ; but the grace
of God operating tlirough, faith, as the conviction. So it~ is not "cthe Word"


