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Hugh Meton!

CHAPTER 1L

r——

{CONTINUED.)

« (b, tbat’s just the pith of tho whole tlung.
I bolteve he's dipped tromendously, and the
Jews are down on Lim; su thatil hedoesa't do
semetling 1 ow, ho goes to the wall entirely.
As to lus not wakiwg another book, that is
beeauto bo fancies bimself secure on that
horse, and doeen't care for any of the others.
Soutbinan’s as bad,” Langham recounted
all this 1z an undertone with a rather pleased
twinkle in hig eve; ho did not at all fanoy
the Caweron and tonthman cligue.

* 13ut,’ ygaid Hugh, who was on the other
wde of me, and who bad been listening at-
tentavely, ¢ can Camoron ride at all? I
uever fancied bo did much in that bine.’

+ No, laughed Langhawm ; * thut's what
makes it 80 curious. Sowo say Spitfire will
lnil bim, others that the borse will be killed ;
at apy rate, Cameron's safe for a crumpler.’

Hugh turned away his head qucekly, and
avpenred to be busy with lus diver ; but
Soutbmap, {rom tho opposite eide of the
table, crivd out : * Did you ever hear of such
{olly as Cameron’s wanting to ride that brute
Spitfiro 7 Ho'ssafo to bokilled. I'mas
suod a nider as be, and I've as much on the
rato a8 be ; but if it was asinuch again, I
wouldn't ride that animzal.

* Shows that his pbysioal courage is of a

tugher crder than yours, We won't prisume

tv comparo yoar moral qualities, Southman,’
:a d Lupgham, laughiog quietly. Ho wasa
youpg fellow who had not loni joined, uni-
yersally bked for his gay good humor, but a
wost invuterate doaler in chaff and badinage,
imllhf.‘l’ triend nor fue escaping his good sal-
168,

Southman, wrapped safely from all covert
supgs 1n an inpenetrable armor of elf con-
«ut, avswered, quietly : *No ; phvsical cour-
age 18 well opongh in its way, but without
Lewng progerly balaroed by moral courago it
Jdegenerates into fculbardiness and rashness.
Now if Cameron haa a degree of moral cour-
age at all apportioned to his physical brav-
try, bie would reflect that it wonld be much
Letter to bear a little dunnirg from the Jews
<1, cven though that is & disazreeablo alter-
native, to be whitowashed, rather than run
tbe risk of breaking his neck.’

- Bat suppose he was to be whitewashod
wut of lus nieh futare’s recollection ?° said
Langhamw, inguiringly.

* Ab, therenow 18 & case that reqnires
judgwent. That is jost u situation in which
I could shuw to advantage ; 1 would show
you buw to steer through those d fliculties in
« wanger tnat would astonish youn,' answer-
«d duuthman.

* Gentlewnon,’ 8aid the colonel, who at the
uead of tho table was Dbeginning to look
rather clecinfied at Sosthman's philosophi-
cal turn of wind, ¢ suppose wo go out and
cmoke & cigar , you oan rosume_this inter-
esting discussion at a future prriod.’

Ve ali ruse and dispersed in different dir-
ectiony, I highting a cigar, and intonding to
o out for a quiet stroll, to think over somo
faguly news I bad that day received. T had
uot gone far, however, befure I heard Hugh's
vaico cajling after muo, ¢ Stop, Cairnsford ;
why ate youin such aburry? I want you
to walk with me.’ L.

1 wraed, and as ho samp up I noticed a
sngularly wlhite-set lock i his face ; the
arasgut dath bruws  everbupg  glormy, un-
ta:howablo oyes, 1u which a kind of restless,
troutiled look gleaaed at intervals, and the
nim,) determined month  expressed even
wore tuan its vrdiuary share of indomitable
will.

+ Lome wuh mo t fiud Hommings, there's
a goad felivw, Charlic,” said Le, as ho came
up aud tovk wy arn. ,

¢ Wihat. 1 cxclanned, * you surely don't
mean  that you sro gowg to offer to
e that vrute opatfice * Tuat’s to save that
i iton Lateron the dall e so richly doserves
11t lay auytiug.’ . .

* un, Crirusford, begsn Bugh, in a burri-
+d. tronbled manner, * you don’t know how
¢ teit woen douthman was talking about at
at diwner. 1 was templed sorely thon;
st tmng hepe wmsperiug to m-, ¢ Leave
veen mione aod It lam be killed, < ne- he

¢ Well, if you really feol inclined to under-
tako nding lum,’ interrupted Homminge,
quaiokly, * I thunk vou would bo abou! the
most likely person I could meot with, I re-

) member seeing you out in tho Quorn coun-

try onvo or twice on a very ugly brutz ol a
borge, that would have brought most people
to grief ; so that it any one but Tewnpleton
can mako snything of Bpitfire, yon are the
man.’

¢ Vill you rido him, Mclton ?' asked Cam-
eron. * That is most kind ot you. X have
a groat deal on him, and it would have put
mo ottt dreadfully if ho had been scratolied.
When go you intend o try him ?°

¢ Well, it is rathor late now--abount half
past eigle, I should think ; still, if you don't
mind, Hemminge, I'll take bim out now and
see how he goes with me. You can come too
if you like, Cameron. I know a xice retired
spot, where we can get & good gallop withont
being observed,’ answered Hugh; * and you,
Oairneford, bring out Joocelyn, for I may
waot you to give me a lead over the first
fence. And vow let's look at the animal; I
may want him saddled and bridled different-
ly from the usual way when I know what
his tricks are.'

Hugh's spirits aecmed to have risen as
soon as the perilous offer had been accepted,
aud I could not help thinking that though in
the first instance daty bad made hiun volun-
teer, yot now the excitoment of approaching
danger was begioning to exert its influence
on lus spirit, und he would not have backed
out of the sorape if he could. We now en-
tered tho stable where this redoubtable ani-
mal was to be geon, Thoro ke was in & com-
modious looso box ; and in truth, though
knowing what I did of him, I could bardly
restrain myself from eohoing Hugh's ory of
delight. He was a magmfioent liver-oolored
chestnut, with tawny mane and tail, small
vlood-like head, a broad forchead conspion-
ously marked by alarge white star, tull,
olear, wild oyes with a wicked rollin them,
large wide-open nostrils, and long restless
oare. Altogether Ins fuce was a pictare,
beautifal to look at, but promising bad times
to s adventurous nder. Add to this a neck
fine and light where 1t joined the head, but
swelling into a massive crest and running
1nto a powerful sloprug shoulder ; bruad oval
and-quarters of immense power, a maguifi-
oently developed chest, and flat sinuwy legs
completed the coup d'eil of the fineat horse
I ever saw. No wonder Qameron felt sure
of h13 mopney on lnm ; no wonder Hugh felt
a thnll of delight at tne thought of nding
such a supebr craature, and began to thnk
ns sacrifico was no sacrifice at sall.

There he stood, looking wonderfully at his
unknown wisitors, turuing now and thon as
iffor protection, to the stable-man, who
stood near bim with tho oclothng, that had
just boen removed, over hus arm.  Hugh,
after a fow minutes' admiring pause, advanc-
ed to take lim by tho headstsi; to this
Spatfire, though he retreated a little before
Inm at first, offered no great objection, and
Hugh proceeded to examine him more cloge-
ly. After a few secounds he aiked, * What
bit do you ride bim with ?°

¢ A twisted gnaffle, Sir,’ answered the man;
* he's an orkerd temper, Sir, and pull'slike a
good un when he gets lus spirit up, though
at times his mouth 1s too fine,  Tlus t8 tho
wey of1t, Sir; if you pell hum he'll rear up
and fall atop of you, a8 sure as egga is oggs ;
batif he pulls you, and you can't manage to
stop hium some way, he'll take vou whersver
ho oboosoes to go, and that's most hke to be
the shortest way home.'

¢ Ah, very likoly,” answorad Hugh ; ¢but I
don't intend to Jot lum got bis own way. I
shall try a plan of my own with him.’

He then procecded to givo bis own  divee-
tions tor the bridling of tius formidable
wmount.

*Now, he said, whon ho bad fimished his
wstructions, * wo'll seo how ho will work in
that tacklo.’

¢ Well; smd Hemmiugs, when he had
done speaking, * I think you intend to break
your neck, Melton ; 1 hardly ke to let you
nde lum in that gear.’

* Mako yoursell casy, oy dear fullow,’ an-
swered Hugh. *1rodo one liko lnm befere,
who had puzzied 8 good maoy people. 1
found my plan perfectly succossful with
Rough Dinmond, the Lorse you saw me rnid-
ing 1 tho Quorn couatry, aad I can at least
try 1t on tins one, who scems to have a simi-
lar temper.’

This explanation satisfied Betamings, and

~ £ wesnnastae aftar anr horge’  havinge an.

) )
Fnoxt fenco bo took cavitslly, going in the

middle betwoen our two horaes; but the one
aftor I bogan to think might prove a puzzler,
and I felt rather anxious when we drew near
it. 'When we woro quite closoto it, however,
8pitlire oropt forward a little, and, forgetful
of his former bad tomper, took 1t splendidly ;
bis rider, then keeping him in aquiet canter,
continued up the hill.

* Well done!’ 1 exclaimed as I came up.
¢If ho goen as well in tho race bo is sate to
win, What do you eay, Melton ?°

¢1 think he'll go,’ he answered. *I dom't
fanoy I'il have auy trouble ° can make lum
take the first fence well; in urder to do that
I must acoustom him to obey me; and so I
think if you and Cameron would return home
I will give lum a hittle schooling akout here
for an hour or so; by that time I shall be
abloe to tell yon where to put your money.

Cameron, groatly pleased at Hugh's won-
derful success, readily aesented to this pro-
posal, vud wo rode off togethor. I did not

fancy my compasion, though juet now he|p!

was in one of his pleasant moods, rattling
away about ng private affairs, telling me for
how pruch he was dipped. and if the state of
his affairs reached the ears of his intended
bride's father, there was no knowing whether
being very straight-laced i1n his 1deas, he
might not take exception at the manner in

wbioh some of the debts had been inourred.:

Al this low sohewming gelfishness was disgast-
ing to listen to, and I could not help won-
dering how any girl such as Hugh had de-
soribed Miss Meares to be eould caro for such
a man. I was moro and wore drawn to the
conclusion, the mor2 I thought on tho matter
that Hugh was risking lus life for a mere
fanoy of bis own, as, not to charge Miss
Meares with anything worse, I was sare she
would not teel any deep grief at hearing of
her futur's death, if indeed he hbad no$ snc-
ceeded in killing himselt 11 the race, which
I permitted myself to doabt, for the reason
that * he that's born to be,’ ete.—~you know
the rest, and will, I amn eure, agres with me

when yon have a clozer acquaintance with |

the individnal in question.

At ton o'clock Hush came in; it was still
that soft perfumed twihght of the height of
sammer, and there was Jight enough for me
to see his face, ou looking at which I was not
surprieed to find he was fearfolly tired.

¢ Well,’ ke said, throwing himself into an
arm chair, *I had a dreadful scena after you
left; but I fancy I have conquered him at
last. IfI had staid there all night I should
have done so before 1 wonld bave let him go
home without doing what I wanted; le
wished to follow you back to camp. Give
me a glass of beer Charlie ; I'm too done up
to speak tili I have restored exhausted na-
ture.’

I gave him what he asked for, and then
he described to me the terrible batile, where
the fighting wes all on one side, through
which ke had passed, encing by saying,

¢* Aad now, Charley, if you have any money
to spare, put it all on him ; tor I thirk when
I have given him one or two more lessons X
shall bo able to make him do as I like, and
tllzlere is nothing tbat can beat him in Alder-
shot.’

The day of the steeple-chags at last cama
and I, being one of the stewards, went over
early, end round the course to see that every
thing was it should be. 'We had put up some

very goud jumps; one good wetditch ; a stoae.

wall that, though nothing to an Irishman, I
fancy many in camp would not have liked to
negotiate : one or two feuces of the kind they
call douvle ditches in-the sistor isle; and
some flights of stout ox palings. Altogether
it wasa course demanding plack and good
riding, though I saw nothing tbat a good
borse, properly bandled, could not get safely
over, indeed, the committee had oxpressly
desired tLa: notbing ot & break-neck charao-
ter should he attompted. Hugh looked very
woll in greon and eilver, and doubtless many
an edm’ring glance was cast at him by the
fair denizensof tho grand stand ; but benever
seemed to look that way, or to notico the
pretty faces and brilltant toiletts which it dis-
played. Not so Gerald Courlown, the rider
of Jack Masterman; that dandy ensign in
his scarl ¢ jacket formed a conspicnous ob-
Ject among the throng, and might be seon
improving tho {ew minutes lofi before mount.
ing in flitting from ono bsvy of beauties to
the other, receiving wilh ovident dolight an
itnmenso amonztof chaff and complimentar

bandirge. Then thero was l‘owof, in blac

and orango, rider of the O’Donoghue, a horso

that might with good riding become an awk

Charhe ? Did you ever svo so magnificont about six hundred

an animal before ?*

Nevertheless the beauty thus apostrophized
6id not Jook amiable, though to my surprise,
on Hugh's approaching him and pettiog him
he becamo considerably more quiet, aud al.
lowed tho saddling process to progeed with.
out any violent efforts to proveut it. At last
ull was ready; the second bell rang; the
riders sprang into their seats, and set off in
a quiet canter up the gentle hill past the stund.
1 rode quictly up a littlo distance behind
them, watching Hugl with adwiring eyes ;
his perfeot ensy seat, his lithe sotive figure,
that moved in untron with the motion of his
horse, his hand woll down, restraining with
light but firm touch the impetuosity of the
powerful steed he rode; altogether he formed
& pioturo of a perfeot horseinan, aund, to my
miund, out of the twelvo men cantering a’
that momeont up the green together, there
was not one to be compared to bim asregard.
ed tae perfuction of lus riding. Just &8 they
assed tho stand I saw Hugh glance quickly
toward it and bow. I was surprised, I did
not know ho bad any lady friendsnear Alder-
shot, and I was on the point of riding up to
try and find out who she was, when Tem.

Eleton, when tho young fellow who was to |

ave riddon Spitfire if he had not sprained
his wrist at such an incunvenient time,
strolled up to moin his usual Iavugu.d way,
holding out his uninjured hacd as though it
cost him a powerful offort to make such ex.
ertion.

* Morning. Carinsford. say Spitfire will
win; don’t you think so ? Splendid fellow
that Melton! Always knew ho could ride
if be :hose, though he never would take the
loan of a horse from me. He's got a hand
that will keep that beasy's temper cool, if any
onoocan. I watched him passing up now;
not an ounce weight resting on his mouth
though the brute was mad with impatience.
that's the way to ride ; e give those fellows
a lespon, I'm thinking. Good-bye; see you
at luncheon, I suppose ?' And so saying,
the dandy horsemaun atrolled away.

I moved up near fue starting-post and
walcheod thearrangements with anxious eyes;
a tew false starts wonld s0 completely rouse
Spitfire’s temper that I doubted if even Hugh
would then sacosed in getting anything out
of him. Tho flug at length fell, and the
twelvo horses bounded away together; a
beautiful sight they were, the riders with
their gay-colored jackets, the horses with
their beavtifally shaped bodies glistening in

I

 tue brilliant July sun, as thongh clothed in

satin, springing over the elagtio furf in rapid,
regular bounds, tossing their delicate heads,
and straining on the bit in jmpatience to be
froe. I was surprised to sov at the first few
bounds that Hugh kept behind all the rest,
gowng quietly. I imaginel ite must be doing
it with a view to ge‘ting a leud over the first
tonce, but still I could not holp thinking it
ar error in judgment to allow the whole
field in fron of him, as among §o many there
might be one who would set the example of
balking, and then it wounld be all ap with
Spitfire. Scarcely had I bsgun to think
thas, howeover, and before they necared the
fonca, the chostuut darted to the fronf, and
inoreasing Lis speed a{ every stride, went
galloping at the stout pcling ir front. *He
maust be mad,’ I thought, alluding to Hugh;
¢ he should anever take that borse at a fence
without a lead ;' and inentally cursing his
stupidity, I watohed anxiously for the result.
To my surpriee, however, just as he neared
the fenge, the horse slackened his racing
speed into a- quick steady gsllop, then roso
like & bird at the post and rails, and the next
justant was sailing along evidently held well
in hand, to allow the others coming up. Ger-
ald Courtown and Jack Masterman popped
over nozt, followed by Powell on the Irish
horse The O'Donoughue ; but Beresford, sad
to relato, cannoned against Sims of the 28th,
and came to i nomicious grief beforo Lady
Blanche's oyes. Ho picked bimself up, how-
over, but his horse had picked itsel( ap firet,
und was now gallopiag wildly over the
course, for soma time resisting all atfempis
to catch it; 80 that when at last it was se-
cured the race was virtually over, anl quite

crest-fallen his gay rider returned to the
stand, where, howéver, ho found Lady
Blancbe very ready to heap any amouut

ards of i
beforo roaohjng thoywinning-p?actl.ng Brova

S'olaco's riding was groatly inferior to Myt
tou's; therq was a wané of pand ang
sroat a desire to interfere with his borg
porformances that put the little Irigy
al a disadvantuge ; still, to 1yo 1ntense aglog,
ishment of every one, sho not ouly held
ground, bat actually appeared to gain elig
ly on the show harso ofp tho regiment
indosd one might eay of tho army—the
of whom it bad boen said tuat 1t "woulg
xmposglble to beat him if only Lo did 1y
lose his temper. And ho had not Jost j :
the ointrary, ho was going aplendidly, [;u,
ally flying over tho ground with his glorig
stretohing stride, yet never ablo to shak,
for an inglaut tke wiry, lean form that g4
;grmging, bounding action kept pace

im.,

Every ono in that great crowd helj i
broath as tney reached the last fenea;tt
pace was fearful, and the keenest 3
could not have guessed which wouald wig,

Suddenly, as they approached at a bregli.
loss paoe the fence bufore them, a womy)
long white cloak fluttered ont on the bre
from the other side of the hedge; Find
held negligently by her inexperienced ridy
swerved wildly, while Spitfiro, kept strip}

|
'

|

ot opprobrious epithefs on poor Sim's’

ocndole
content.

head, and

devote
beart's

to his In

3ola:e of “ours."” alsmall slight fellow rid,.be-

with him*
the’
mean timo the riders held on their ocoarse ;
ono by ono tho cutsiders fell off, all but one.

with a firm yot grentle band, flew to thy
front, olearing the leap in splendid style, an
then layiog himself down, advanced i
lightning speed tu the winning-post. It v
but & moment that Firefly syerved froa thy
track, but in-that moment Spitfire gained the
obposite side ; ologe on his heels, howsrer,
the gellant mare, set right by her exitad
rider, bounded over with the springand s
ticity of a roebuok, and then strelching her-
gelf for the firat timo, and leiting for thefint
time her marvelous speed bo seen, shs fex
rather than galloped after her ognponmt.
Very small was the advantage Spitfire hal
gained, und with the first two bounds shs
reached his girths ; then for the first tims
Melton ealled on his noblo steed, thatrs:
ponded gamely with every musole exeried log
the utmost. Breathless the crowd looked os,
&8.the brown mare’s head oropt up b his
shoolder. 'Was it possible # Could bsbeld
his own to the winning-post ? Two sprogs
wmore would do it ; but already thedstkdesd
streiched beside the chestnut's foamingn:et.
Another bonnd, another—and they shot past
the winniog-post, Melton the winze, by
about balf a head, of perhaps thecloses mes
bver ran in ** ours,” and oertainly onsthat
astonished tho judges wmore than aoyihng}
tlﬁat had been seen for a long time at dier-
ahot,
"I'he excitement was intense. So clowwas
the race that some fancied one the waner)
some the other ; and it was_ not un the
juige had formally proclaimed Spilfire’s
success that some aven of hia baokers conld
b induoed to believe in it. After a congna
Iatory shake of the hand to Melton, thewing
nor was almost_wholly disregarded, wbile
every one crowded ronnd the little browny
mars that had come'in soch 8 splendid sec
ond, and that every one know well coald
have won 80 easily if it had boen riddw &
the favorite had- been. ]
¢ Why, Solace,’ 3aid Tem iletan, in ariber
maors exoited tone than hs usus! lagl
drawl, ¢ where in the worl) did you pikap
that animal, and how did jou koep bu &
dark ? mhe's a flyer, and no mistsks: bu
for that shy the race was yours easlly, ll}
if you had held her well in haad yoa #oR'4
not have lost it by that.' )
“I know,’ answered Solace, lsughing
good-hutacredly. ¢ J don't pretendto be-
first clacs horseman liko Melton ; still, Y94
know, I told you all I had got a mare {3
would beat tho favorite even with my 0
riding ; ~ad so she would if it hsda't b
for a flake. I bought her in the west of Ire
1a0d ; saw her there and liked her Wk
was over fishing a-fow months ago, ards¥
been trying to ride her ever since. Shi; 9
fongh one and no mistake to ride when &1
fresi.’ .
Courtowa and Powell had come 12 e
together third and fourth ; sll the ¢ ;
We_rebnowhero. an]d x‘x!ow cam; ;sll;as m%
ono by one, groally disguste ¢
their goﬁtiogf and as much usm‘“"’."‘:l z
any one else at the unforscen termoikio
the race. . o
While wo wers ivoking st Fire );n[ o
{alking over her splendid success, ¢
stole-ofi ; and when I again camo towbj[
the grang stand I was astonished 10 £:° -

. g uom
standiog beside a lady, to wbom 5.



