FRIENDLY GREETINGS.
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want o keep dry, and everything they want to put
out of their hands in the course of the day. Ileinvich
at least was wont to turn this furnace to every possible
convenience. 1t was his writing-desk, for there were
his ink-stand and portfolio with note-paper. 1t was
a supplement to his coach-house, for there jay his whip
and a bridle. and his spurs. 1t also was a part of his
library, for there were his almanack, and his farming-
hook, and= his Bible.

The Duke, when returning from a drive and seated
down to rest in 1leinrich’s patlour, would now and
then fake the Dible from under its dusty cover, and
read a page or two,

“Al! your grace, that’s the true book,” Ileinvich
would say, with a smile ; “happy are those who under-
stand it.”

“T believe so,” the Duke would answer.,

But when Heinrich was at the stable and happened
to meet with the Duke’s coachman, he used to put
quite different strings upon his harp.

The conversation then carried on used to end in a
bitter quarrel.  But once upon a time the Duke hap-
pened to witness it when ho was standing near the
stable, the door of which was open. And he thought
he must put a stop to that sort of thing.

Now, from the first time the Duke had taken the
Bible from Heinricl’s furnace, and read a page or two
of it, he had felt so deeply concerned in its contents
that he had hought a copy of that holy book for
himself, and read it diligently. This had made him
love the Bible, and it is belioved that the conversion
of the dynasty of Wurtemberg to the Protestant creed
may be traced to the Duke's visits to the Black Forest.

“I say, Heinrich,” said the Duke, when standing
one afternoon near the furnace, and laying his hand
upon the edge of its cover. I say, this concern scems
to be in great need of repair.”

“True, your grace,” answered Ieinrich, with an air
of destitution; “but your grace will condeseend so
much as to perceive that it is a great expenditure for
us poor farmers of the Black Forest {1 procure a new
one. I always feel ashamed when your grace honours
me with a visit to my parlour because of that old ugly
furnace. I wish——y

“What do you wish??

“Why, your grace, I saw a splendid iron furnace
the other day when in town, and I thought—>

“What did you think? Speak out your mind.”

“Why, it was absurd, of course—but I thought—I
thought——*

* You thoughi that it would be a fair thing for yon
if I would give you an iron furnace. JYsn't that what
you mean to say 3

Heinvich bowed with a smile,

“Well,” continued the Duke, “T will give you one,
but one with a pointed cover. T mean not such a flat
cover, like this; but a furnace with a pyramidal
cover ending in a point, Jike a church-steeple.”

Heinrich was quite delighted, but took the libaity

of asking why his grace was so hent upon that shape.
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* Because,” answered the Duke, “you then will nut
be able to put yowr Bible upon it, which is lying
buried under the dust as if it were only a picee of
rubbish.”

“Ab, your grace, please to understand that I am
reading it every day.”

“Do  you, indeed?
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“ Because your grace perceives that every day thew
comes 0 much fresh dust upon it from this nasty brick
furnace.”

“Very well, T will send you the iron stove—lut
mind, read yowr Bible. You may put it upon the
shelf over there.”

“I will do so, your grace. You are too genctis,
indeed.”

“T want to take a trip on horseback ; see if all 1
ready.”

Heinvich strode off to the stable. Meanwhile, the
Duke took a gold louis d'or out of his puchet and pue
it into the Bible at page 224. Then he put the Dible
in its usual place. Now, at page 224 was the st
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans.

Three weeks elapsed, and the Duke prepared for his
departure. The Bible was lying at its usual place as
dusty as cver.

“Had you nota dispute with Joachim about idolatry
the other day?” asked the Duke, standing as usual new
the furnace.

“IWhy, your grace,” answered leinrich, “we had a
little bit of discussion about religion. DIut we
good friends nevertheless. Ie is a fine fellow, Jua-
chim is.”

“8Still you think ke is an idolater.”

“Ay—well- of course- -your grace will Le pluesed
to understand——"

“Well, speak your mind. You believe Juachim te
be an idolater because he kneels down before images,
which I must confess he does.”

The tone in which the Duke spoke these words was
so kind that Heinrich felt encouraged to agree that hie
considered Joachim as an idolater.

“But how do you know that knecling hefore the
images of men and wonien is idolatry 9 asked the Duke.

“The Bible, which is God’s own word, tells me so,”
answered Heinrich.

“Where does the Bible say so??

“ At different places, your grace.  Indeed, almost at
every page.”

“ Could you tell me one such passage 17

“I can)” answered Heinrich; and he repeated the
second commandment of the law of Moses.

“Ah, that’s from the Old Testament,” quoth the
Duke, “and you must agree that there are many con-
mandments of the Jewish law which some may think,
not now applicable. Do you know any passage from
the New Testament ?”

Ilecinrich reficeted for 2 while,

“I see,” said the Duke, “your memory is not
faithful fo you just now. I thought you knew much.

How, then, can it bLe go



