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0f a divine election, a choosing and separating frnm others,
we have three kinds mentioned in the Scriptures.

The FIRST is the electiori of individuals to perforîn some
particular and special service. Cyrus was Il elected" to rebuild
the temple ; the twvelve Aposties were" chosen,") elected, to
their office by Christ ; St. Paul was a "chosen," or elected,
-ilvessel," to be the Apostie of the Gent ilei g * e WiLl res-
pect to others, the Apostles, w'ere Ilelected" to preachi the
Gospel iii order ta the salvation of ail to %vhomn tley had access.

l'he SECOND kind of election ivhich we find in Scripture, is
the election of nations, or bodiesof people, to eminent religious
privile ges, and in order to accornplish, by thieir superior illumi-
nation,. the rnerciful purposes of God, in becefitting other nations,
or bodies of people. TIhus the descendants of Abraham, the
Jews, were chosen ta receive special revelations of truthi ; and
to be lethe people of God," ta be his visible church, and pub-
licly te observe and uphold bis wvorship. Il"l'le Lord thy God
biath chosen thee ta be a peculiar people unto, hiinseWf, above ail
people that are upon the face of the earth."**

To understand the naturûe of this"I election," as applied
sometimes to particular bodies of Christians, as wken St. Peter
says, '- The church whichi is at Bahylon, electect loget bei with
you,'> and sometinies ta the %vhole body ofbelievers every where;
aad also the reason of the frequent use af the term clection, aad
of the occurrence af allusions ta t1.H îact ; it is ta bc remember-
ed, that a great religiaus revoltition, sa to speak, had occurred
ini the age of the Apostles ; ivith the fuit irnport of wvhichi 'v
cannot, without calling in the nid of a little reflectian, be nde-;
quntely impressed. This ivas no other thon t'le abrogation of
the CHURCHI-STATE Of the JeVS, which hiad continued for so mnny
ages. They had been the only visibly acknowledged people of
God ia ail the nations of the e-arth ;for,'%vlhatever pious people
mighit have existed in ailier nations, they wvere nat, ia the sight
of men, and collectively, ncknowledged as Il<the people of Jeho-
vah." e * There ivas then a qnEw EFCTION af a NEW PEOPLE
of God, to be composed of Jews, ixat by virtue of their N'URÂL
DESCENT, but tlirough their faith In Christ, and of Gentiles aof
ail nations, aise believingy, and put, as believers, on an equni
ground with the believing Jews. *

It wvns not the calling and the electing af anc nation in par-
ticular ta succeed the Jews but it wvas the caliing and the elect-
ing af believers in ail nations, wherever flic Gospel should be
preached, Ca ho ia reality, wvhat tie Jews fiad been but typicaliy,
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