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,sttigs that are more pla-,iiidy and llterally revealcd, and whiclî tley
-Strotrgly illustrate. .Aud here, we notice a miethod of iuiterpretation,
-%ichl the supporters of inere huiiian opinions a(lopt to, have any

shwof scriptural proot,-it is to ideiîtify the figurative and obscure
1passages on a sujl)ject, %vitli their opinion, and tiien to make these,
explain away, or âdd to, wvhat is plainly, and fiterally revealed-tîe
f1,igure to exl)lain the t'aet, instead of thé reveise of ail this-to,
makze whlat is plain and literaI, explain wbat is more obscure or
flgur3tive-the fact to explaiii the figure. .Teepin- iii mid then,
wvlat we read, that as mien heard, believc-d and obeyed God, and
received spiritual blessings, jutst so far, doos titis striet.ly verify tie
scriptural definition-"l that faith cornes by hearing the word of God"
and ex plain other more figurative allusions to, thtis change-"- God
begè ets us," but"c it is with the word of tr-ut.-Mie are born agaiin,
boni of thc Spirit &c. but it is -by thIs incorruptible seed, the
Nvord of God whicli is the gospel"-"we are beg-otten, throughl the
gospel."-", The gospel is tie power and ivisdomi of God, to ever-y
one that believes." Dare wve tiien, add to the wvoid, and iîufer an
omission in. it,-vliichi the consistent uise oie titis gloss %vould. ncces-
sarily oblige us to dIo and to teach as a fondanmental truth ex-
prcssed or irnplied,-That faitlî cornes by spc&d and superiîatitrcd
inf/ueiiccs tfh/ Ioly SIpi-if, and -by heparing the word of God ? or
shall we correct Peter, by teaching 'I that we ýare boin a,.gaini of
.special inf/iîwnces, aiîd by the the word &c -" or Paul's deelaration
ctlat spccial ù7,flucnces <ý'c, and tlîe gospel, are the power and

wvisdom of God to every one who believes,-" and thus disregard.
wvisdorn's warning voice. iEvcry word of God is pure, "c add thou
not unto lus words, lest lie reprove tlîce, ald tlîou be fourni a liar."1
liesides, tlîis doctrine scerns necessarily to require, a phraseoiogy
xespecting thie Mfoly Spirit quite u!iscriptural ; andl to inuply, a pre-
paration, or a prerequisite of sonxethiin- donc iii us. or by us, quite
ixiconsistent wvitlî the frce apostolie g051s)eI, l)roclainiec( to sinners,
without nioncy, and without price. XVc cati only briefly lint at
thuese scriptutral objections, and subrnit as a proof of tiieir necessity
an(d nature, thc I*ollowvi.-g extract froin the circular, 7Yefir-st
operation -of the Jioly Spirit ii i; thehnwan heart, is ilhat of co)IViltcny
the sinner oJf his gui/t, and i:kvs slwiezugt 1dm te need of a sp)ecial
clivz»e interposition, ta Save him" fi-om descrved ivra1, and 2preparec
Itiii )-r t/he g/ad r-eeeption of iflai ce,"- but this is not ail."F
-addiliont to this work ~fconviclion, it is by fthc liv/y Spirit abuse,
titat ini a2re r-eqencrated and tutrned îzutto Gx.

lit the second place, it is a l'net, tiiat ibi not in the %luole
Of thze Bible, one passage, whîich reveals the sentiment contcnded for,
nom' is tîxere an example of any ?ropliet or A postle, pr-efacing!,, or ini
any u'ay ever migvn ith tuie Lestimnony of G-od they huad to deliver,
îuy stich doctrine wlîatever-as, that thosc to wlîoi their message
v/as sent, could ixot believe, or that thcy tve-&e to look for soine
-epecial or -sujuernatnral ogency, to prqepare and to enable them
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