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who cannot speak their mother ton-
gue correctly, who can excel you in
all that—have you instruction, wis-
dom, enlightening on matters of the
Faith, for people are fast wearying of
wind and emptiness ?”

Do you, my brethern of the clergy
catechise the children committed to
you? Do you leave them to the
well-intentioned but poor make-shift
of the Sunday schoo), and its volun-
tary and irresponsible instructions ?
Where are the children of yow
charge to be instructed? Do you
know ? Not in our schools, for the
Supreme Courts are banishing even
the two Testaments as unconstitu-
tional. Not at home; for fireside
instruction in the Catechism has
ceased. Only you, pastor and
sworn shepherd, remain. Are you
turning this over to the charge of
undisciplined boys and girls, who
theniselves ought to be under re-
gular catechetical discipline by
you who must answer for their
souls ?

Let me ask my brethren of the
clergy if there is not too much
preaching and too little teaching, too
little pastoring, too littie catec-
hizing, too little houseto-house
work. ‘

And let me suggest that the com-
munity in which we live is not per-
ishing for preaching. Almost any-
thing that can talk ‘preaches.”
Almost anything gets itself preach-
ed. Religion is choked tc death
by preaching It is all- preach

and no practice, all talk and no do.

So I am not coacerned so much
about your preaching, so-called. 1
am deeply concerned about your in-
structing and your teaching the first
principles of the oracles of God, of
which, I am very sure, you will find

even most intelligent congregations,
as they imagine themselves, pro-
foundly ignorant.

Let me suggest that you inquire
how many average people imagine
that the Spirit of God inspired, for
instance, the Old and New Testa-
ments in chapters and verses, and
even in the English language ! Sup-
pose you ask, even your own best
instructed communicants, by what
authority the authorized English
version stands, or how the version
of the Psalms in the Prayer Book
comes to differ from" what in the
Bible. How many could tell you?

The people are perishing fox lack
of knowledge. The profound igro-
rance of the Word of God and all
that concerns it, owing to the in-
cessant preaching of preachers,
black and white, male and female,
who preach themselves, is appall-
ing. The religion of Christ is washed
out of the lives of thousands by
a wide, wishy-washy flood of preach-
ing.

There js no book of which the av-
erage sectarian christian is more
profoundly ignorant than of his
English Bible. His ignorance leaves
him a ready prey to any fanatical
preacher or any infidel lecturer who
undertakes to instruct him, either in
fhe mistakes of Moses or in those of
Almighty God !

The religion of the Church isa
rcligion of culture; education, and
training. It appeals to and engages
reason and intelligence. It is strong
upon its own lines and on its own
ideas.

The clergyman who abandons
those lines and ideas for ways for-
eign to the whole law, sentiment,ard
conviction of the body, under the
hope of some temporary success, will




