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cd disfrust of the divine promises ; (.1)
becatîse the fluet of ifs being pre-concerted
whilc le"~ offensive f0 A himelcch, was noue
Iess dlisllotlouiîîlg f0 God lus protcctor.

Vv. 14-1G.-Ahinielech shews kindness
t0 Abra.liauin aînd Sarah, and yct adininisters
<juictly a severc reproof, Bl3hold 1 baye
given -thy lerother," &c.

V. 17.--AIbralam now convined of lis
crror and liumilýlcd, pleads with Godl for his
in *jured heniefactor and thie Lord grants
tokouas of nicrcy and forgiveness.

LESSONS.
1. -Every doparture from rectitude is pori-

lbus.
2 WeV arc ncier so safe as when ive are

trusting lin God. IlBlesscd is the rman who
trusteth in the Lord.

3. God's people shoid be carefuil flot to
cast stiinmbiing blorks ini the way of lothers.

4. How -airefilyv shouid ive ciiard against
ail untruifflfuiness'in word and deed. God
loves truth. Ilc is a " God of truth, and
,without iiquity."

DOCTRNîE TO BiE PROVRD.

The hest men are imperfeet. I'hil. iii-
12 ; 2 Chron. xxxii. 25 and 31 ; Deut-
xxxii. 50, 51. Let the scliolar find others.

SECOND SABBATII.

StLiJe.cT .Isaac and Ishinael. Gen.
Xxi. 1-21.

V. 3.-111 obedionce to the direction given
in chîap. xvii. 19, lie is no'« called Isaac,
the namie signifying iaaghiter.

V. 4.-.Notliiag is more preciotis ini the
divine estimation than obedionce. Truc
ohedience shiowNs itseif hy prompt compli.
ance wvith positive commaýnds. The sacra-
monts appointed hy Godl are as sacred and
binding as moral dfutes.

V. 5.-The p)romise is fulfilied at lasf.
The lîirtiî of a cbiid is usually a joyfui even:
in a ftumilv. Thîis, however, was the birth
of a elhil promisod by God as a hlessing foi
the huinan race, long deferrcd but now at
last fuifillcdl. Learn that divine promises
and thrcatenings may tarry or delay, but
carn nover fail.

Vv. 6, 7.-Suý.rah testifies, now that the
child is born, at the announcement of which
event she had unbclievingly laughed, that
lie is rightly naine(]sÀe for sbesaid "t3od
bas madle me to, laughi-to, rejoice,-and al
thiat heur shall rojoice with me."

V. 8. - The woaning may bave beon
about the third. year of bis agie, and, as it
makes un epochi in the life of the boy, waq
observcd as an occasion of festal rejoieing.

V. 9.-Isimael was now a stout lad,
Isauac a smail boy. The former becume
jeabous of the latter, anad was probably en-
couraged in displaying rudeness to Isaac by

sep.

his mother. Sarah saw thse son of iJegor,
the L'qtewhichi she liai borne tinto
Abraham, nuockiîug. The m-ord niav signify
irantoa leasing ; and as ftie apostbe pa'ni
teuches fîsat if amouritedl to perseention,
(GaI. iv. 29,) if evidcntly expresses tunt
and sarcasmn, and pcrhaps more sniîstaiitial
tokens of boyislh antipathy, rivalry anid
passion, the buffiet and the Ihlow, withl ail
the intolerable J)Otty tyrannv wlielî Ishi.
mael's sulserior ugoe and strcuug-th eablked
Ihim to exorcise over his enivie(] brocc-r,
most probably a gentie child, as lie tlurned
out a meek, trunquil, and mneditative inanu

V. I.-Tliis petty tyrauuy awakenîs
first tho syrnî)uify of Sarabi, anid next her
reseurmeut. l)omeslic peace Iras dcsîroveil.
Hence the demand of tluis verso, IlEpEj
11agar and bier son, let ber hoc di vorred and
dismnissod, and bier son disinhcritedJ."

V. i .- The course to, ho reconnended
was mosf likely f0 bc folioîvcd by domnescic
peace, yet the puniFliment secims to Abrâ.
bans f00 greaf. While Sarali was the
inother of Isaac only, Abralbam iras thue
father of Ishmael as wvefl, and îlot s0 readi.
ly would lie consent toi act upon Sarahi
sugg estion of immediate expulsion.

V. 12.-The Lord make; kutowvn iis nili
The bond woman and lier son must be
casf out, not to please Surah, but berls6
if is the counisel of God that the iesina
of the covenant shiah bealong prcecninencfr
f0 Isaac anI lus secd. le fiirtuer aiîpeais
that a divine mysteiy was forsliadowed 1by
this expulsion. Read Gal. iv. 22.30. il
Ishimael persecutod Isaar, so (Io tliose bors
of the flesh persocufe still tiiose who are
born of the spirit. And as lslimael u
expelled frcm. the fatniily of Abraliani and
excluded from the inlieritanco, so tuer w1ia
are of the law, and not bori of the Spirt
shahl he expelled from the familv of (i

iand excluded front the inlucritusîceoif Ilî
childrcn.

V 14.-Another dispiav of prompt &be
dience on the part of Abriai. Lt wis
that, wluich so0 grievous in lus owvn sicht,
lie proceeds at once toi dIo wvlien dirccted br
God. Dismissed, Hagar and Ishuiael 1jOU-.
ney or dweil in what is called a iirus
Tiiis term denotes an untilled ani sparst1r
iîuhabited district, luit 110f nccessarlv
desprt. The wilderness of Beersiebal]
to, the south of Palestine. It was a .
of considerable liardship. Tlîcy ivere, how
ever, provided witu) lread anîd water, au
thteir prospect of support was muclh heu
than ut first we would. suppose. In fa
they did subsist and wcre fuliy provi1d
fo r.

VJv. 15-17 .- Whether journeying te so
tlxed destination or not, tbey were.
reduced to distress fromn the faiiltire of th'
supply of water,-their great skiîî boitle
empfy and no wcll is in sight. Tht afi,
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