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znerning ie increasing, but fiutuatbs; seine days ivo have thirty per-
sons, and others only ton prosont. ihree youing men now attend regularly, and
aCter worship 1 meet witli them. and the chiîdren for religious instruction ; and
threo or four chiefà often corne te wvorship in the afternoon, and are willing te. bo
inst.ructed. At the close of ail our meetings, 1 question thom individuaily, going
round 'iii present, to sec %vbe bas understood hest, and can teit niost of what has
beon ýaid to them. 1 cannot as forinerly go to conduct worship nrnong the villa-
ges on Stibbath, as it causes our enornies to atterapt our lives, oxciting the people,
and otligrwise doe injury.

Sliool.-Almost ovory day 1 have opportunities of instrueting our natives ro-
garding geod and evil, and thoy often take a lesson in the alphabet before ieaiving.
I prorniscd a shirt te any one mwho woutd knowv ail the lettors firet, and a chief
wbe wvas a terror to our people baa of late becorne very friendly, attends worship
regularly on Sabbitth, and in two weeks rnasterod the A B (3, and rejeieed in car-
rying off the prize, which was an ornaniented shirt just reoived in the Loanbecad
Box. A fow days age ho came iwith bhis Nvzfe and children, and sat pationtly and
taugh them, the letters, and a day or se after ho carne with tho two chiera who led
the paàrty that atternpted te kill me on the 18th eof July ; and wben about the hait'
eof thie nhabitante were aissombled for that purpose. ard hoi had censtrained thoin
te ait down tili hoe tauglit them the lottere, lie said Il O ie like the moon, T has
goit two armes, E has got threo olubici, F bas got two clubs, L jei liko a man's foot,
Q je the very talk of the dove," and se on with ail the others ; and added, «" Try
and romember these th inge and you wilI seon know aIl the lettore. My littie
cbild who cannot walk knowe their namnes. Thoy are'net bard te leain but sof t,
seft, very. We will seen learri to read if we try it with our hearta ; we are dark
and bad, but it will do us geed." Our few frionds have much te bear from tho
hatred eof Miaki and our onomies. They have driven away the cbief's son who had
cerne te stay 'with me, but hoe eBli attends worship regularly on Sabbath ; and now
1 chcerieh the deiightful hope, that 1 will soon be able te form a regular day setiool
in Port Resolution. M1r. à1atheson bas a few attetiding sohool ditily.

Translation of &criplures.-Mr. Matheson ie translating John, and I was trang-
latine, Gencsis and àlattliew, but now I amn devotiug ait my timo te t..e New Tes-
tament, but as yet 1 caunot got any native te ixelp me. 1 arn aise drawing out a
vocabulary of the language in Englishi and Tanese.

îSorcery.-Outr natives are firrn beliovers in witchcraft. Every siclsness or cala-
mity that befails them is ascribed te sorne pereon exercising, the Nahak, and if
they ean fis on that porsen, hoe je waylaid and killed, se that it in the cause eof
constant blooashed ail over thie island, and ivas formorly the cause of their ivars.
A short tirne age, Naswina, a great inland chief, diod, and hie people would net
bury him~, but as usuat prepated te kilt somo persons for hirn, and a large siew
battie-axe was hought frein a tradiug vessei for die purpose ; but, hy God's blas-
ing, I get hum, buried, and ail their plans f'rustrated, tlioug,,h se-veral large meetings
crere held te gain their objeet. 1 hope this signal viotory wili help te break down
this murderous superstition, and incrense our friende. Hie friendeseaon after came
and assured me that ne persen would ho killed. Ycstorday Fita-po. the colleague
of' Navka, our highest harbeur chiot', died, and they came te beorrew a spade te
bury hum at once.

Famine.-Last year wae eue of very groat atundance on Tana, but this year our
wheie natives are aotunliy living on the bark and leaves o? trocs. Their cocon1-
nuts are donc, and almeest ovorything that cari ho onten, and consequeutly we hava
niueh sickness and death at present. Z>And theugli titis je the season for bread-fruit,
the trees are almeet fruitiess, exept a few in my gardon, whieh are bearing well,
and t.is is thoir second ci-op, though. bread-fruitwns found nowliore else (thefiret
ivas nearly ailstolen). Our natives arc muoh astonished atit. Yesterday agreat
number eof natives carne toe ec our bouse, and agreat chiot',a sacred man, sald,
"&Our conduct isbad, our professions are false. I say I make this famine. Others
say they are mal<ingy the bread-fruit, tbe bananas, and tbe yarns grow. Where je
it? W lo is making; Missi's bread-fruit and bananas grewv? Oh, lotu-s allentrett
Missi and Abrahanm te pray te Johovab, te make our fruits grow aise, or ciao we
vili ail soan die 'with hunger."1
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