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flot say, is one of immense practical im-
portance.

4. The Home Mission, the Foreign Mis-
sion, the Acadianl Mission, all dlaim our
inere2asc( attention and interest. There is
no time fur lialting-, muchi less for falling
back, iii any department of our work, as a
cburch. God bias (-i ven us a noble ficld to
cultivate ; let us asic for grace to bc faithiftl
to our higb. calling.

MISSIONS IN PERSIA,
The great and terrible famine whielî hias

deeolatcd Persia for years lias given place
fro plentiful tumes. So at lvast it is hopied.
The la8t; larvest was prosperous. Prices
liave fallen, and bread is within reaelî of the
industiriotis. But while the famine no
longer desolates, its dark shadow still hoy.
ers over the ]and. Multitudes have cscap-
ed froni the scourge only with. thecir lives.
They have cxlhîaustid ail their resources in
the strîîggle betweeni life and deatlî ; and
now, wlien bread is plenty, they arein dan-
ger of perishing from their helpless poverty.
Thousand., of thiese uinfortunates arc just
drifring over the country in quest of corn-
passionate hearts and hands. It is imnpos-
cible to estimate the numbers of these thiat
snceumb in their tiesperate efforts to, pro-
l ong more existence.

lu Oroomniah, the loeality of the princip)al
Presbytcriaa MHissions, great nubrso
these wrctched ceures have soughit a tom-
porary home in the villages and city. To
thesc refuigees of the southeru districts of
tho country, 3Mohammedaus in faith, the
sympathies and charities of the -niss-on
have been largcly cstended. Iundircd. of
themi have been aided to retuirn to their
biouses with, vague hopes of reconstructing
scattercel families and fortunes.

To hundreds of otheii foodl and othier
necessaries have been regularly supplied
throagh thc past months. A large rooni
and court have heen hîired whiere thie îîoor
assemble every day. AÀ Nestorin helper
tif ebaracter and expcrience, lias charge of
the dibtriburions of bread among tiemn.

At noon the door of the rooni is opeued
and the crowd of hungry ones file in. On

ja c!iven day 312 is the iumber meurioned
as liaving presented themnselves for. thle por-
tion allottedl to them, or to the raiiliei t1icy
representl.

Upon their iiîsembling tho 'Missionary ;Il
cliarl e delivers a short dliscourse on the life
andI teachings of Jesus Christ. Their eager
attention is most gratifying. Now and
then the3- nod asscnt, and sometiines, 1oo
the tears are scen trickhing dowvn thieir
wan faces as the stonies of a Rck!enier's
unselfish love, so newv to thtoîn, toti,-I tlheir
hecarts.

"iA day or two since," &ays Mn. 'oni
di tie room wvheno the preaclbing is held wvas
so cnowde(l that; sorne bavl to siay jutside
hy the windows. Whicn deacon Yotip, a
convert, tinishied talking hie gave ont thie
hrnat. One poor man who hiad huLii liiteD.
iug outside failed to get bis portion The
deiteun expresbed bîis negrct, but t1le u.ý:
replied ' Neyer mmnd, I bave cateii -lie 1et-
ter breadI-thesa gracions wonds o' Jesi's
wvhich you have spoken.' He wonc airiv
happy.

lkîce people are questierned eacbi d.ty on
mlhat tlîey heard the day htfore, aud tlicugý
rlîey l>elong to the more simphe-miuhlcl aad
ignorant of the Pensian Mussulmnaî popu-
lation, it is sunprising hîow thîey trei ure ap
the truth tHey heur on ehese occaisikng.

The missionaries of'ten viiit their wretch
cd haunits in the city, to asvertaiti ly per
sonal observation tiieir condition and needs.
When neeessary, places are nented for îlîem,
clothing is supplied anti the sick anc farn~iàu
cd wviti soup. Nir. Coan tagain writei, " To-
day we foiand a poor boy relating to his mn-
ther and several others the subj .ert of tCe
diy's discourse with deep interest. Ja iin*
other place-a merle bole.-wlîer flue wer;
hîîddled todgetber, tHe saite thing was going
on. The poor ereatures sceed so hare
forgotten their hiunger in fcasting upon the
true bread of liCe. Tliey really seemed ta
be hiappy."

idOne 3young mian in going f0 hiý wýretch-
cd ahode, kept ejateuhating, 'Praise tr JeSU5.'
A wohll dressed Mussulinan met bita and
said, 1 Wby do you give praise to the 'Sun
of -Mary, lie is rwî. vour prophier V' 'WY
do 1,' said lie, ' because I love to ; le vrei
me, and I love to praise fibm.'

One of the ladies of' the mission frequent-
Iy meet the uvomen and chiîdren by thenu-
n-elves, in the rooni mentioued, aui' gire
them Eimple religious instruction. Thie
mnissionaries have also a systemarie arrange-
ment for the extension of aid ro those àn
distress among the resident population Of
the city and villages, both Christian ard
Mussalman.
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