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PRAYER MEETINGS.

Among other questions asked at our
* Pisbyterial examinations, there is this
ome—“ What is the state of religion
iryour congregation ¢"a question that is
“wnfessedly  difficult’ to answer, and yet
that ought, if possible, to be answered.
' ‘Doubtless mrny tlings are to be taken into
k. sccount in cndcav,gunng to give the reply.
We are to loakiit.the attendance on the
Sabbath day sérvices, st the state of the
Sabbath School, at the liberality of the
people, &e., but we believe there is 3o more
igportant clement inoighe ease. than the
fiate of weekly prdyer tneeting. If itis
good—if the numbers atfending 1t ave large,
ifrthe interest manifested in it is lively
aud constant, if the people love the place
asd prize the hour of Proygr as a “gweet
tour,”—then there is reasoR fo believe that
the congregation s in & healthy.aad pros-
perous state. .

The prayer meeting is the exponent of
the piety of a congregation;. as private
prayer is the index of. the piety of a Chris-
tan, Now, what are our ;prayer mectings
like? Are they su¢h. £ to whrrant us in
believing thas we hivé.dife—ppiritual life,
Mangus? Or aro tlief snch as to lead
to-concldo that while ave have & name
five, we are ckad" It us'loak atone
them. Qun & given evewing e company
essinbles, sy 60:in numbdy, in & Toom
that vilt hold comfortadly. three times as
E3-lnmy.  One, sitai bere) manother yonder.
Tie60 are, scortéred el p¥er the room;
- %zd the leader of the meoting is away up at

one end by himsclf. A psalm is given out
it is sung, the people dragging terribly. A
prayer follows—and it is long and diffuse—
a chapter succeeds, consisting, let us say,
of 30 verses; another psalm is sung; an-
other prayer is offered up—and then comes
an exhortation, sound, sober, good in'its
way, but dull and somewhat stale. And
50, with these exercises alternating, the
meeting goes ou until the hour isup. The
people go away feeling, *“ well! that’sdone.”
Nobody is edified—~—nobody is cheered or
exhilarated—nobody feels the better of the
service. But it is daty attended to.

Now, this is no fancy pictare. It can be
scen in & score of places within the bounds
of our church. Itis no marvel that such
prayer meetings are not well attended.
The wonder is that any pody at all goes.

What is a prayer meeting ? Itisa social
religious gathering  the place where
Christian men and women (for women
have the large majority in our modern
prayer meetings}) meet to commune with
God and to excite each other, and instruct
and strergthen each other, by the free and
familiar development of their religions emo-
tions. Of course there should be a leader,
but he should not do all, nor anything like
all the speaking. Nor should the elders
monopolize the time. The prayer meeting
is the people’s meeting. Every one should
contribute something according to his
ability. As a general rale, our prayer
meetings are too conventional. They ave
t0o “proper.” It is suppored that s men
must not speak unless he can speak well,
and he must not pray unless he can do 20



