
condition of aur congregations rcspccting
ibis matter, îrnd rcspectiner the pragrcss af
teniperanult in t1lÀor reSpective dlistrit.-
Antd while this conîmiîtec have ta express
gratification and thanks that the bretthrcn
tyrittei ta have in almost crcry instance

redl an îtsactorl respondcd, ycr
I.Cfore the Syulod ns ilu and definite inlfar-
inatian q.s tlîey dcsired, and at the outset
unticipateti. They diti indeed, expect to
]lave olI>tniticd suei information as wotild
hanve ettalcd thein ta report ta Synod the
iiumber of' ctmmulicants iii aur several
,coigt-eg-at ions whio werc plcdged and perse-
vering teetataxlers. But in eonsequence of
(lhe inlahilitv af niany of Our ininisters, ta
give a tictinite ansver ta the question sent
thcrn 011 tIis Point, c'ley are uahiabe ta give

a rcise report on the subject. For Nvifle
t l aie gratified ta Jearn by saine af thc
;tnswvoe returnefi that " a g)oofi maiiy," that
Ila greait iajority," that 'Inearlv nl" their
t'onmmuniennith are total abistftines, yet this
<lacs not assist uech ta asceraill the pre-
cise naiuiber. Stili less assistance is atliurd-
til in thib niatter by those that rcpiy, «I
'annot sal, " do nor Lknow," Ilit is un-

certain " In titis, liowvvr, there is great
room, for encouragemnit, as somt af the
brethren have informned ilin committee of
(lie precibc nutmber, and otthers Vesolve ta
inakze minute inquiries ut the next annunt
visitation ai their cangregations; and your
comînittee are of opinion that if ench mninis-
ter %vere to inake this subjeet a matter ai
-pccia1 inquirv wa)en coîîducting pastoral
Iiisitations, it wvould assist lu ascertaining
whaft Proportion ai aur comunsnicants wvert,
total atatainiers, would furniýsh aur pastor-s
with excellent opportunities of impressinz
tiiis daty on the minds af tlheir people, and
bring onr People mare -encraily'ta sec how
earnestly the Siynofi desire and labnr to
liromote the cause af total abstinence.

Your cammnittee are gratificti ta iearn
tdiat as far as Our communion is concerned
Ille traffic ini intoxicating liquors is beraia-

ïng strait hy degrees antd beautifuliy less.
l a large niunber ot aur cangregatuons Dot

a ~igecommunicant, or n person regarded
as an ordinary henrer iii aur church, taises
any.part in the manufacture or sale af in-
toxicating liqiiors for beverage purposes.
coithier ns-rçbptpnsub)le beads or as sahordi-
nates iu busines.s e-tablishnuents. 1"rom
the ividc-spread bouads of ouir ehureh in
these Lowter Provinces, the commiittee have
heen able ta leara of only two or thrce
'lazcn of î>ursans sthu are ordînary hecarers
in aur caugregations, titat tinke upon thera-
selves thte icarful respoasibility af retailiug
,irdent spirits as a menuis ai iincreasinçg their
pecuniart gains at the risl.. of mnjurinLr cheir

'~lo.eaand sp)rcadmgoý crime and wroelî.
'dn'ts, irhraugli the communitty infl IicI

nt :ime ant sortign Strotb.
1869. ~i~onu anb ff0teign 3~tcotb~ 257

they reside. Less than a dozen ai aur corn-
mniîcant.s arc reporteti ta have sorte con-
nexion witlî such establishments iii n sub-
ordinate capacity, but ive n.ay chnritably
hlope tlîat the Mast ai these, had thcy the
entire contrai, would renduly terminate thîs
dcgrading traffic as far as thcy are con-
cerncd. Fur even they nmust nt times icel
the iuanifest iuconsistey 'ai taking their
scats nt the tabule ai the Lord and vowing
ta ivage war against every kuaivu sin, and
going ont iiOta the world and giving their
influence to upholfi that systemi afiniquity,
the eff.Žt't af %vilîih is ta couvert sober men
into drunkards, who shall forever bce x-
rluded iroin the kingdami ai heaven. B3ut
so con1pleteiy is the communion af tise
churt'li purgcd from this evii, that s0 far as
the cammittc have heen able ta ascertain
tiîrotighotit the hounds ai this Syncd, there
are oulv twa or tlîree nien wha are at the
saine time communicante in the church and
renînin as respousible Iteads ai business es-
tablislîmcnts in w'svli erdent spirits are
retaii3d for beverage purposes. This is cor-
taiuly a great cause af thankfulnebs. When
we consider the prospect Ofi pectuninry ad-
vautage thant tlîis traffic hohis out ta those

Woare engaged in it in many districts of
our country, %veoughet to be particularly

us in chirisian fcllawship are sa gcnerally
able ta resibt the temptation, and ta say, as
for others ]et thoni de as they %vil], for us
Av jvill serve tise Lard.

Yolir comrnittee are alsa gratified ta
leaýn that iii the great majarity ai aur con-
gregations 4lîe lirethren are able ta repart
pragress in tise temperance cause. A few
tell of decided andi marked progress. In
some cases the whale eommunity has been
enlisted in tlîis cause, either in congrega-
tiouai total abstinence societies or in se
oi the variuns temperance 'rgnuzations

that are praserutiug this wvorkthroughone.
thse land. lu a few places liquor is nat sold
nt ail, nor.is drutikenness known. In a

~nuitibur ai districts again, it is extremnely
ditlicult ta say whether or nsot temperance

is mnking any pragresa nt al; and in
sorne cases, %vhile thse societies appear ta be
holding their awn, drunkennees outside la
liecaming alttrmingly l)levaleIit. lu somne
conînîntnities xvithiin our botinde, especually
whiere maritime commerce is oxtensiveiy
eonductetl, the driaking customs appeon
thse increase, temperance i8 înaking littie or
noa pragress, and many ai tie youag mon
fali i<'iTs ta titis déplorable vice. This
shnulfi certainly bc a subjeet ai great solici-
tude andi prayerftiness ; andi while jve
deeply deplare the evii, special efforts
shoulti be employed ta check thse prevalence
ai this evil andi sure thse young from the

i snares of the destroyer 0 how earnest antd
1 diligent shiould our usinisters, eiders> and
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