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friend max' make ; and if duit be so, is there an-% absurdity in
supposingr that the wiil of the igohest intelligYence. to wvhom ail
things are subservient, rnay not empioy thtese laws in answvering
his people's pravers ? Thus, the wboie question about-the pos-
sibility of the answeringr of praver resolves itself into one as to
the existence of God. If there be no God ; or if, as seemis to
be the case %vith mnanv iii these davs, that term is mereix' ern-
ployed as a fine ninme for the universe, -which they speak of as
He only 1w courtesy, then prayer is vanity. But if there bc one
omnipotent and gracious being wvho is God over ail, and to
whom m2.n cani corne as to a father, then prax'er to hiini is as
appropriate as are children's, requests to their father, and God
is as able to answer petitions as the human father is to give good
tbings to the prattier that sits upon biis knee.

It is impossible to takze up any section of the great suýjecci of

prayer without pausing a littie upon the threshold to takze the
measure of the objections whichi have been made in thiese days
to offering it at ail. But the purpose is to lookc particulariy at
the conditions whichi in the WVord of God have been laid down
as essential to the success of petitions. In the passage whicli
mav be called the Cliristian's praver charter, one is struck with
the unqualified universaiity of the terrns involvcd. It is as fol-
iows:' Ask and it shall he given you ; seek and ve shafl find;
knock and it shall bc opened unto vo:î ; for everv one that ask-
eth reccivethi, and iie thiaý seeketh findeth, and to him that
kniocizetb it shail be opcned." Nor- cloes il stand atone in ibis
respect ; for in bis fareweii address to bis follon-erq jcsus said,

-Anid xvhatsoever ve shali askz in miv naine, that xviii I do, that
the Fatber niav he giorifid in the So. 'If ve shahl asic anvy-
thing In nmv iniie 1 '«il do it."

But nanv sas-, -X ' e bav-e asked and wve have not received
"'e have sotugbrlt and wve have not found ; we have knocked and
il lias not been opened bo us." Wbat shail be answered tLi
ihat? Mlust it be admnittd that God lias been tinfaithiftl to biis

promise? Is it so ibiat lie bias not lzept biis word? Nax', for
ibecse are flot the offly words lie bias spoken on ibis subýjec1, ;. ami.
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