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intelligence that he had arranged matters
satisfactor ily with the Captam of the
¢« Coummodore” who was to keep alight in
one of the stern windows, unknown to the
pilot, giving us the option of following or
not as we pleased

. As the tide would not be full until
eleven o'clock, our Captain had plenty of
time in whlch to put his ship in proper
trim for the oceasion. TFurling all sail

crawento” was lost, had it not been for!
the care und skill of our gallunt Captain,
“Port your helm,” * bard a-port” Le call-
ed in quick succession, and sharp was the
auswer *‘ay, ay, sir, hard it is,” as the
vessel slowly sheared off and passed safely
the dangerous spot.

In another houwr we had passed the
“Swan Spit” light, and the morn having
attained sufficient altitude to render out

except the fore and muin top-s‘n]s, spanker sight more certain, we svon discovered the
and jib we,’to use nautical phraseology, lme of buoys, marking out the channel :
“stood off and on,” keeping us near to the, thus making our future course easier and

¢« Cummodore”

tracting too much attention and anx.wusly  freely,

Wi utm" for the vessel to start direct for
the dmnelous entrance beforeus. About
this time alsotle 1uo0m rose, casting every

as we could, without at- less dangerous.

We now began to breathe
a.ud our congr wulamons to the
(Jdl»t.uu were such as his skill well merit-

ed.
Haviug w clearly defined chunnel be-

now and then, as she shune between the, fore us amd being a much faster sailor than

heavy broken clouds, « fitful and uncer-
tuin ]wht over the scene, and, as the wind

wis frmduall) rising with the prospect of i

a Leuvy “blow” before moruing, our anx-

iety to be safe within the He.uls was m—,

creasing every hour.

qhortl) after ten o'clock, we Leard tle |

orders given in the other ship, andas svun
as hex, btem came within the line of vis-
ion, lo! our bLeacon light was there as
promised.

sel's course and e quickly gave his orders,
“ Haul inthe weatherbrases,”
helm” und ready was the answer, “ay, ay
sir, port it is,” and off we went in full
pursuit.
-abreast of Port Nepean aud sufficiently
near the other ship to be able in the dim
obscurity to note her slightest change of
course. On she went in clmue of a skil-
ful mariner, wko apparently Lad 1o more

uncertainty, than if he were navigating,

the strects of a well lighted city, and.
we plunged bLlindly forw ard in her wake.
It was however while passing through the
“Rip”ie, the narrow entrance between
¢« Point Nepean™ and “ Shortlands Bluft,”
that we ran the greatest danger and real-
ized the most intense an.\'iety, for the
moon becoming more than usually obscu-
red, we did not notice as promptly as was
desirable a change in the “ Cominodore’s”
course, and in two minutes more our ship
would have been on the same reef on

which a few years later the ill-fated ¢ Sa-,

Immediately our Captaing
sprung on the forecastle to con the ves-)

“ Portyour,

vur useful gdoneer, whose invaluable ser-
vices wele o lunger required, we became
imprtient to arvive at the end of ourlong
vuyage ; su shaking vut more sail we very
soull lt.fL her be]mld exchanging as we
pussed, several verbal court tesles, Such as
bid lu.w thein goud Lye with a plomnse to
report  their Safe arrival, and various
others nut wsually heard by ears polite.
Passing each uther within easy hailing
distance the pilot on board of the *Com-
modore” gave vent 1w his over-wrought
feeling of ndignation, at our imprudence
in daring tu enter the hiubour without a
pilot of vur uwn, in « nautical * bLlessing”
much more emplatic than elegunt, in

In about an hour we were,spite of which, hvwever, we atrived quite

safe in Hobson’s Bay, dbuut, an hour af-
ter day-light, and thus our voyage was
brought t0 a close.

What a marvellous change has been
wrought within s cumparatively  short
time in Melbourne and all its surround-
ings. Then, where the thriving port of
Sandwich now stands with its fine railway
piers and extensive wharfage, only one
house stood on what was called in those
days Liardits Beach and I well remember
how a few of uslanded in a shere boat
after breakfast on the morning of our
arrival in order to make a short-cut over-
land to the City before finally leaving the
ship.  Then the wlole distance from the
beach to the city, about three miles, was
an open  waste without the slight-
est evidence, or intimation of the presence



