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In the gallant defence of western Canada by the Canadian
volunteers under Brock and their Indian allies led by
Tecumseh, assisted by a handful of British regulars and
marines, the war, at first a defensive one, was carried into
the United States territory, ard although the victories at
“Detroit” and the capture of tbat fort, of Queenstown,
the “Raisin” and “Miami,” had heen coupled with the
overthrow of the two American armies under Generals
Hull and Winchester, nevertheless the death of Brock at
Queenstown, the destruction of the fleet on Lake Erie com-
manded by the brave Barclay in 1813, the command of the
Canadian forces by the incompetent Proctor and the over-
whelming forces of the Americans under Harrison, to
which the whole western district was laid open, ensured
defeat as under a conspiracy of fate. p

Proctor, then at Amherstburg, assuming, as appeared
probable, but was not then certainly known, that the Cana-
dian fleet had been captured, prepared toretire on Niagara
and submitted this suggestion to his officers and allies at a
council of war. Tecumseh was opposed to this course and
advised that the enemy be attacked on landing. His speeeh
before the council is thus given by Richardson (p. 119.)

“Father, he thundered, listen to your children. You
see them now all before you. The war before this, our
British father gave the hatchet to his red children, when
our old chiefs were alive. They are now all dead. In
_that war our father was thrown on his . back by the
Americans, and our father took them by the hand without
our knowledge, and we are afraid our father will do so at
this time.

“Summer before last, when 1 came forward with my red
brethren and was ready to take up the hatchet in favour
of our British father, we were told not to be in a
a hurry—that he had not yet determined to fight the
Americans.

“Listen. When war was declared, our father stood up
and gave us the tomahawk and told us he was now ready



