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firgt thought, he afterwards confessed,
wesn questipn =ddressed fo himself,
“'Will yon have ime enough now.to
pray, Alfred ¢ For three long months
that eager merchent was, Iike, s
chained eagle, confined o his couch.
By God’s merey this proved to be
eternal gain to hiz soul. '
The truth is, it is want of heart for
the duty that makés men neglect
femily prayer. BMen find it a hard
task to play the hypocrite even alone.
But fo subject themselves to the
searching glance of children and serv-
ants—this is too much.—Van Doren.

——

CHRISTIAN EXCELLENCE.

“Trne Christian excellence can
only be the outcome of trne, calm,
deep piety. Beautifyl and diverse as
are the paris of a blossom, each one
is but the modification of a leaf. For
the beauties of spiritual life, no new
fecultier are required; ail that is
needed is a change in the form and
colcuring of the same powers thet
formerly were devoted to selfishness
or sin. Until the flower fully blooms,
no indication of its beauty can be dis-
cerned. A cagtus has a form destitute
of beauty. No one mnaware of the
feet would imagine that a pleat -so
rugged in appearance and of such
glow growth wonld, at the sppointed
time, burst into such megnificent
bloom. On some back shelf ip the
conservatory for years, it enjoys its
share of watering end sunshine, and
continues its slow and rugged growth
almost unnpticed. But, by and by
crimeon buds appear en every pert,
and gll the pas} culture is zepeid by
an affluence of beauty thpu delights
ench beholder. Tiet nof _any one
despair of making Tife glorious.” Tugh
them first be assured thet the Divine
lifs has bheen implanted ond esists

vithin_their heesls, gud then, waiting | found 2% conrb. -Greatness is exposeti

of the teachings of His spirit, they
may watch, and prey, and waif-bofore
the Lord, essured.that in. His own
gdod time he wilt ceugs frmit to
abound end abide to the glory of God
end the well-being of their fellow-
Inen. "

‘SECRET PEAYER.

Besides the open return there is a
secre. reward of seeret prayer. There
is & peculiar and present joy in ¢om-
munion with God.  The desper pleas-
ures are the purest; snd of ell pleas-
ures the purest is the pesce of God.
To feel that He islove—to draw so
near Him as to forget the world—so
near as to lose the love of sin—is of
all pleasares the sweetest, of all bless-
edness tne purest and most profound.

And next to this high communion
with God—next to this joy of passions-
lulled, and sins slain, and of self for-
gotten in adoring fellowship with the
Father of lights—is their sedater com-
fort who can pour their griefs into
their Heavenly Father's bosom, or
who feel that they have bespoken help:
against coming frigls.at their Heavenly
Father's hand. Mo Imow that God is
near—to know that He is trusted,
honoured, loved—ta feel that you are
acting toward Him as a reverential
and affectionate child, and that Heis
feeiing toward you as a gracious and
compassionate Father—thers isin this.
itself an exquisi‘e satisfaction, & pres-
ent reward.

——

ADVICE TO A BRIDE.

“Hope not for perfect happiness,
s2id Aademe Maintenon to the Prin-
cgss of Savoy, on the eve of her
marriage with the Dake of Burgundy ;
*¢ there is no such thing on earth, an
though there vere it wonld mot by

on God in the ways thet he eppoints, | to afflictions often mors severe then

sedrching His word end being mindfal ' thoss of a private station. Be neithor,



