I‘or u: no’ one eould ever ﬁnd
~.-Again. ‘that little-word, . ...
So that no. more' from any- lips .
Could it be-ever; heard, PSS
I'm sure we allof: us would say,.
“~Thal’it- was something’ fine ¥ _
With: such’ coinpleteness to’ have lost
: That naughty word of. mme -
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" Oh' ‘thenI: should be gla.d
T let it fall ‘so~carelessly
“THe’day:that I got'mad.:

;_Lose other, things, you never. seem,
"> "To- come upon ‘their: track; e
‘But.losé'a. naughty little" word .
It's a.lways commg bac ST

CAn Eye=0pener.' :_- o
(By Lea.nder S Keyser)

- If~the. triith

= -But it wasn't really lost L
% 'When from my lips it flew;
My little brother picked it up,
“.o - _And now he-says-it,-too. .- -
. Mamma' says that the, worst would be,
“.. = I.could not get it back;.
But the worst of it now” seems to me
7 T'm always on’ 1ts track

vt A A

‘Mamma. is- sad p’tpa looks grleved
..., Johnnie has- said. it twice; B
~»~0£ course. it is-no-use for me . . - o
.0 To tell him-it’s not nice:” -
* YWhen you lose other _things, they re lost,
“But ‘lose .a naughty word;"
And-for. every time 'twas. heard before,
: Now twenty times ’tls hear(l SN

©Mr. Austin said, in his cordial way,

N " ‘But ‘lose & naughty little word, . - o R S
S Lo It's: always coming ‘back.’: = ' - IR I
o . . B Lo - I

ters for a while, a.nd then ‘sooner. or. later
- steerinv the conversalion to religion—a sub-
: _;lect that the young ma.n always fought shy’

of.
‘Good mormng, _Mr Sylvester ‘the Rev

a.broa,d early. : S
‘No earlier than you, IO urned Jack who

‘ meant to pass on,

Mr Austin oxtended bis hn.nd saylng
| dont believe it right to’ spend the ea.rly

'hours of. the.day in sleeping, and I'm glad to
- <ce that you are of the same opxmon !
: ‘Don t make me the text of a moral lecture .

- My Austin]

ing one’ of the. precepts of 1eliglon AN
~not try to follow all of them, Mr.. Sylvester" T

you aro T
‘Then,

businéss. reasons Lo

”",’:-‘Well doesn't the scripture command us,:

to’. be dlihgent in busmess" You ‘are: obey-
-Why

Jd.ck’s eyes ﬂashed as. he’ a.nswered .
e ‘You hza.ve~ spoken "to" me: several timesv

' abc.rt this It isn't an agreeable subject to .
MT o
".--_. mind- is. madg’ up to. keep cloar ot the -
e " churehes, unt11-———
On his way ‘to.the olﬁce one mornlnﬂ' Jack e oy
L Sylvester met the” minister.

were told Jack Wouid ‘have ; ‘preferred ‘to. -
B f.meet almost any' one else ' Somehow minis- -
ters ha.d a habit ot talklng a.bout other mat

“me. I want to- be honest about it

. ‘Speak. your m.ind frankly, urged the mm—- '
ister, ] -
‘Weii untxl I see them producmg better» :
“results. I-know. cchurchmen who are frauds L

‘Some’ of them do “things that . I wouldn’t.

-stoop ‘to, yet. Lhey protess to ‘be’ Chrlstians.
' “Above all kxnds of men I despise.d: hypo—.
“erite. "If & man cant live a Chnsfian llfe,

' why should he’ mahe a professron ‘of : reil- .

glon at all?
‘No doubt there is much truth in what you‘
- Mr. Austm ‘was a man Who would
concede as much as he could to an opponent. .
- *‘Thers ‘are mconsrstent people’ in our
churches, and they- are stumbling-blocks, .1

- confess. But see here,- my brother, don’t

you think jt would be better and braver. of

“you to give them an example of right liy-.

i0z?  You seém to understand so well Just
how a Christian should live.’

.l'acks ‘eye " fell before .the minister's ear-
“nest, penetra.tlng look, and no answer that

~was'genune occurred to his mind at the mo-v '

" ment.
‘- iGood- mormng, Mr Sylvester’ saxd the

’ mimster moving away, ‘I do-not wish 10°de-.

"{ain‘'you, Only: thmk calmly and deeply on-
these 1mportant matters.’ .-
Tl required more-than -an hour: for T'ick to

dlsmiss the’ conversa.tion from -his- ‘mind;, ‘He. -

“~ was- half-vexed ‘with Mr.- Austin or with
b.imself -he ‘could - séarcely - decifle which.
‘The minister had. given the maiter such a .
personal turn, and. had shown h1m his duty.
. Jack - was_not an _unbeliever. Like many

" others without the Church, he accepted the

- bible as the Word of, God; but those hypo-
cntes, those impostors, who used religion as

a- cloak—against them-he constantly vented -

his wrath ‘and crlticism, making ithem his.
principal excuse for not becoming a Chris-

tian, . '
- Some weeks passnd One day Tack S‘lt in
the office where he was employed, when hig
ear canght the sound of voices in an adjoin-
ing room.  The door was slightly ajar,.and
he could not have helped hearing the con-.
versation, even if he had wanted to. He
thought of clo-slng the door, but just then

© he heard his own pame mentioned and felt

. that it would: be embarrassing to let hlmselt'
be seen. -One of the -volces was. rh_z}t,of‘ Mr, ;
_Austin, the minister, who was engaged in:

‘ccmversa.uon ~with two of Jaclt’s ‘young

fnends

.‘Are you ready lo decide Lh'S matter now?
Mr. Austin asked,’in a vou.e tlzat betrayed
po little anxxety -

‘T'm not,’” promptly replisd Perry Sales,

" ‘Of course, I've' been thinking about it;

but there are too many inconsistent Chris-
tians.” -Your "church members — anyway,
a good many of them—don't do right, In spite
“of all their profession. The other day I saw
one of them slip into a saloon.’

‘Is - that 0. 7" _.asked the minister,
let:"me have his- name,  and
I sha.ll bring him Dbefore the oficial- board -
. of tbe church and request you to be a wit-"
ness against ‘him, May I 'm.ll on you for
that purpose?”. i

.Then followed an a.wkwa.rd pm.se Jacl:
walted for Perrys reply. .

‘Oh no' I prefer not. to be uwoived ln




