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Awakeﬁing Recognition of the Engineer

Address Delivered Nove
of Civil Engineers—A Plea for

mber 15th Before the O:tawa Branch of the Canadian Society
Greater Recognition of the Engineer and His Work

By FRASER S. KEITH, A.M.Can.Soc.C.E.

Secretary, Canad
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annual meeting to determine if these recommendations
meet with the full approval of the membership at large.
Not even the members of the committee believe that the
proposed by-laws are at present perfect, but if adopted,
will mean a long step in advance, and will pave the way
for any future improvements that may be proposed.

The extent to which the individual member realizes
the suggested changes, and personally sets about to carry
into effect the program as contained in the report of this
committee, will determine how much the Society and the
profession have awakened to a realization of a proper
perspective of what is required by the profession in its
relations with the outside world.

The distinctive feature of this report is the increased
sense of responsibility of our Society, which means the
profession, in its relation to the individual member, and
of greater importance still, in its relation to its service to
the public at large. We have, therefore, apparently
reached a point where we know that our former objects
were limited and our activities circumscribed, and it 1is
now possible, with that knowledge, to go further, believ-
ing that the future of the profession lies largely in how
far it is willing to assist the individual member and to
what extent he may co-operate with the profession in deal-
ing with all public matters, whereby our interests are
affected, using this newly awakened sense in making our
combined influence felt outside of the Society. It would
then appear that (and let me emphasize) the awakening of
the engineering profession involves, in the first instance,
the increased recognition of the profession’s responsibility
to the individual, and the individual’s responsibility to the
profession, and in the second place their collective re-
sponsibility to the public, and in turn an acknowledgment
from the public of the engineer’s real place in national
affairs, which includes status, remuneration and oppor-
tunity of service.

Recognition from Without

You will find, generally speaking, that the recognition
engineers have received has been as individuals rather
than as a profession. Fifty years ago the engineer was
a skilled laborer, and his status was such. During that
time he has become a man, highly educated, highly
trained, and so successful in his application of knowledge
to material things, that his work has wrought untold
benefit to humanity. The great achievement of the en-
gineer in revolutionizing the material welfare of mankind
has fitted him to shoulder greater burdens and responsi-
bilities.

The gradual evolution of the status of the engineer
has forced him to take account of other laws and forces
than those «f mathematics and science, so that to-day he



