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soxnewhat quaint, and eounidi odaly ta
imoaem ears, yet it ie evident that our
brethron of thos days were weil up in Mur-
sonic lore, and strictly erforcd the milen
and regulationseto the craft. There are
seyerai instances recorded Where brethren
had been suspende for menthe for un-
Maeonic couduct, the mont of whom, how-
ever, were glaï te coame back again into
the masonie fnld.

This ie the ancient way of entdring the
faet that a Brother had been passe ta the
degree of Felloeraft:-. Bro. -, being
deaireus of having his wagqes raLsed, was ex-
amined, found werthy, and crafteid in due
form." Penhaps amongst our ancesters
this was the enigin of the "lstrâkes"I for
wages which, ameng mnodem 'woring
blasons, aie no-v se frequent and se dis-
astrous.

As hias already been remarked the utmost
goed feeling prevailed between the civilian
members of our Lodge and ourin ilitary
and naval bretlireu. 0f this the minutes
furniali mauy instances, of )x hidi tie fol-
lowing letter written te the Lodge, Decein-
ber M, 1819, by Lieut. Hamilton, H. M. S.
Active, and wiil prove interesting, addrese-
ed te the Master of St. John's Lodg:-

IlWill you have the Jkiudness te convey
te the members of the Ladge, te which 1
have the heoner te belong, my sincerest re-
gards fer thieir welfare. * I con-
clude Vith tho werds of mDy gallant captain
Ilthat aitheugh giadl te go home I feel sorry
at ieav-ing,' se my kind frienda, who for
years have paid me that attention, which
net even turne eau blet frein my memocy.
Mlay God biens yen ail and prosper ail yeur
zealous endeavors in protecting se glerieus
a cause as Masonry, is the earnest prayer
of your sincere friend and brother,

The meeting at which this letter was
rend sesins te have been unusuaily well at-
tended, the sumi of £40 9s. 89id. having been
received for ducs. We may here mention
that the dues for membems were Sn. each
night and 5s. for each quarterly communi-
cation.

In thene days ticre seemed te be the
samie objection te thircl ternb officiais as has
been againsb General Grant, for we find
frein the minutes of that meeting that
Bre. Wood, who had occupied the Senior
Warden's chair for the past two years, ex-
ieressed a wish for a third terin, but it was
decided that no Brother couid be, a Warden
for more than two yeams.

There je abundant material ini the min-
utes of the old Lodge te write a booli, a-ad
the difflculty je te condense within the
limite of an ordinary paper. The transac-
tions of succeeding years muet therefere be
generalized.

In 1820 a rather notable event ooourred
ini the histery of St. John's. lu that year

thVe Lodge waas nnependea by the Provinciaà
IGrand.Lodge, in consequence of a diffioulty
abou~t the election. of a Grandi Mastex.

Terival candidates were Jolin Aibro, and
tbhe Hon. Richard J61in tfniacke. Brother
Aibre was elected, aud the St. John's Lodge
protested, ou varions grounds, as to the il-
legality of the election, and refueed te take
part in the installation of officems. The
Grand Lodge, whioh sustained Bro. Albro,
suspended the Ledge,. which appealed te
the Grand Lodge of EngIand. St. Jehn'à
Lodge continued te hald its regular meet-
ings. but did ne work until the inatter was
finally amiaably arranged, and the Lodge
resumed harmonieus relations with the.
Grand Lodge. An amnusing féature cou-
noctedl with tuis transaction was the eieo-
tien of Sir James Rempt (who had just
beaun appointed LiontenantGovernor of
Nova Sootia) te be Grand Master. This
was proposed by Bro. McSvitney, W.bl. of
St. John'a Ledge, by way of eelving tho
diffioulty. He was selemnly and duly
electedl, and a comxnittee of the Grand
Lociges appeinted te wait on him on hie
arriyal in Nava Scotia. His Excellency
reeîved theui very graciously, and tlîanked
ticm l'or the houer conferred upon hini,
çvhich, hewever, ha wvas obligea te decline
for the simple reasen tliat he hatd neyer been
iniliczted i»it t/we rn.Yteriesief Ma.sonry!

Iu the yes.r 1869, au event of great ini-
portance te 31asonry occurrodl in Nova
Setia, and that was the union of all the
Lodges holding under Englishi and Scottish
junisdiction, under the ene Grand Lodge of
Nova Scetia, a censumnmation which hau
resulteti in great benefits te Mrasonry gene-
rally threughout the Province. The ment
important event., which han occurreti of.
Inter years, was the amalgamnation of
Scotia Lodge, No. 22, with St. John's.

This ferms oe of the mo8t interesting
perieds in tie history of St. John's Ledge.
Since the union in 1869, many preminent
and enthnsiastic Masens have feit that the
objects of Masenry would be camnied eut
botter, and the welfare of the craft more
sureiy premoted, were the number of
Lodges in Halifax reduced by amalgama-
tien.

To Scotia Lo,1ge, No. 22, bolongs the
honor of inaugurating the maovement, and'
the credlit of disinterestedaess in being
wviiling te merge its identity iii that of au-
other Lodge for the benefit of the craft.

In the beginuing of 1873, Bro. Lorenzo
A. Barnaby, then a maember of the Seotia,
iutreducedl te the bretiren of hie own
Lodge the aubjeot of amalgamation, whieh
resulted in a resointion, at, the regalar
Communication iu April of that year, te
the effect that it was desirable that the
Scotia Lodge, No. 22, de, amagarnate with
the St. Johu's Lodge, No. 2, b6ingr carrieil
unanimouely. A copy of til reselution


