
Skould a Petition ever be ]Returned?

oblivious of his duties as a Mason, and even forswearing his honor as a
man, lie resorts to the revenge of the ballot-box, and bides himself
behind its unquestionable right and inviolable secrecy. lie strikes at
the vit'Is of Masonic fellowship and from that moment the Lodge is
dead.

Instances have occurred in which this destroying spirit assumed a
bolder attitude and proclained in the Lodge and out of it, in private
and public, on the streets and highways, that no more vork should be-
done in- odge, as every application would be black-blled-the
dissatisfied Mason himself, annoutnced that ho would do the deed. In
such cases there is speedy redress in charges of "gross unmasor-ie
conduct " and expulbion froin the sanctuary so wantonly profaned.

Thero is some merit of hardihood or even bravery in the latter ex-
hibition of rage, for it di.scloses an cnemy who lays himnself open to
attack, and challenges combat. It is the covert foc from which the
Iaodge suifers mostl He is truly a serpent in a dore's nest, and as ho
enjoys his revenges in secrcy, wherever h is, cr whoever he nay bo,
hie is not likeoly to chiarge that the epithet above applied personlally
and particularly to him. He will know it himself, and keep it amoiig-
bis own Masonic secrets.

Let him keep the secret, and lethim resolve henceforth to be a mnan
and a Mason. Let him realize, if lie ncver did before, the essential
purity of the thing he has soiled and the solemnity of the privileges
vith which lie lias been trifling, and lie vill not have read these words

in vain. Ire will thereafter u.e the secret ballot as contemplated in the-
design and structure of Freemasoîny-the guard of purity, the key-
note of harmony and the soul of honor. Ie will feel him<elf free frori
the tyranny of petty sp'te, ai once more a reasonable, respon6ible,.
independent ian. H1e wilI realize with a Ieen sen..ibility the truth in
these words:

" Tis pilnsant to havo a gi.nnt's strength,
But tyralinous to use it lilke a giant?"
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SHOULD A PETITION EVER BE RETCRtNED?

The question involves more points for thouglt than the mere surface
of it indicates. The nature and intelnt of a petition, its pre-requisites
and consequences, all coue in review, from the very character of the
institution to remote resuilts.

Masonry secls no voiaries-no iiltiates. Our theory is, that who-
ever petitions must do it at his own request and of bis own free will
and accord. lis opinion of the institution must bc favorable, and it
should have .een so a long time. If Freemasons act as our tenets re-
quire, the opinion of the applicant should be based upon bis reading,
famîiliarity with ouir riles and laîws, aequairtnco with our members,
and a comparison of then with others. Whoever presents or recom-
nends a potition, thereby vouches for the good character and moral
worth of the applicant. The petitioner is aware that lie nust undergo
the ordeal of investigation and hIe serutiny of the ballot at thrce dif-
ferent tines. If the applicant be accepted, the petition has no further
importance; it is filed away in the archives of the lodge.

In case the petitioner is reject cd, the petition becomes important in
the future.
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