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rant, and snowberry, mooseberry,bilberry, stone, god schools, fine churches, a really
cranberry, whortleberry,' mulberry, and great aiea of streets buit up With dwell-

blueberry. ings, and a notable system of wharves,
I would have liked to write at length warehouses, etc. The Canadian Pacific

concerning the enterprising cities of the Railway terminates here, and so does the

province, but, after all, they may be une of steamers for China and Japan.
trusted to make themselves known. It The city is picturesquely and healthfully

is the region behind thein which most situated on an arm of Burrard Inlet, bas
interests mankind, and the governnent gas, water, electric lights, and shows no
has begun, none too promptly, a series sign of halting its hitýîertô rapid growth-

of expeditions for exploiting it. As for 0f New Westminster, Nanaino, Yale, and

the cities, the chief among them and the thestili smaller towns there is not oppor-

capital, Victoria, bas an estimated popu- tunity here for more than naming.
lation of 22,000. Its business district In the originalsinthat ter-
wears a prosperous, solid, and attractive ritory a peculiar institution occasioned

appearance, and its detached dwellings- gala times for the red men now and then.

all of frame, and of-the distinctive type This-was the "potlatch," a thing to us
which marks the houses of the California so foreign, even in the impulse of which

towns-are surrounded by gardens. It it is begotten, that we have no Word or
has a beautiful but inadequate harbor; phrase to give its ineanîng. It is a feast
yet in a few years it will have spread to and merrymakîng at the expense of some
Esquimault, now less than two miles dis- man who bas earned or saved what he
tant. This is now the seat of a British deems considerable wealth, and who de-

admiralty station, and has a splendid ha- sires to distribute every iota of it at once
ven, whose water is of a depth of from lu edibles and drinkables among the peo-
six to eight fathoms. At Esquimault are ple of bis tribe or village. He does this

government offices, churches, schools, because he aspires to a chiettainship, or
hotels, stores, a naval " cauteen," and a xnerely for the credit of a "potlatch
dry-dock .450 feet long, 26 feet deep, and ahigh distinction. Indians have been
65 feet wide at its entrance. The electric known to throw away such a sum of
street railroad of Victoria was extended money that their "potlatch" bas been
to Esquinrault in the autumn of 1890. given in a huge shed built for the feast,
Of the climate of Victoria Lord Lorne that lundreds have been both fed and
said, "It is softer and more constant than made drunk, and that blankets and orna-
that of the south of England." ments have been distributed in addition

Vancouver, the principal city of the to the feast.
mainland, is slightly smaller than Victo- The cnstom has a new significance now.
ria, but did not begin to displace the for- It is the white man who is to enjoy a
est until 1886. After that every house greater than ail previous potiatches in
except one was destroyed by fire. To-day tlat region. The treasure bas been gar-
it boasts~a,hotel comparable in most im- nered during the ages by time or nature
portant respects with any in Canada,-orwhatsoever you may caîl the host, and
many noble business buildings of brick or the province itselfis offered as the feast.

AN IDEAL OF THE COAST.
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