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It is easy to understand the existence of the two types ii the arctic

area, wbere soft driftwood exista alongside of antler and ivory.

Example Cat. No. 0831, in the U-G. B.' National Museum, is a

curved, klife from Prince of Wales Island, Àlaska, collected by

Mr. James G. Swan. The curved blade is of iron, with both edges

alike, and resembles the modern can-opener. To form the joint its

1 tang is roughly let into the wooden handle at its end on one side, the

other side being notched, and is held in placeby a lashing of thong.

The haudle of oak is curved upward outside the thumb space and
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tapers sli ghtly to the outer end. The noteworthy features' are--the

adaptation of a. Modern can-opener for the bladeý, the resemblanceof

the handle -with its thumb.space to Japanese and. Koreanandes,, and

the notch at the- innier end to prevent the. slipping of the seizng.,

Mr . W. Brenutiss,.jr., of the U.S. National -Museum, had the good

fortune to observe a Yakutat Indian carving with. a latrge specimen

of this variety of two-edged.blade'(Cat. No. 178196, U.S.N.M,). The

handle is held in* both hands while the carver dresses down the inside

of his canoe or wooden box.* Now chipping toard himslnw awayi

with the, greatèst rapidity, he gave the fine. adz'.finish often observed


