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their own trousers and help

of : their coats. . The

kmanship  is° fine. afid durable:

act, * Ald. Gibbs thought that

the clothes were even good enough for

Worship. In another department half a
dozen hoys were kui s

-his.. fingers_

of &hﬂ boards and peered
suspiciously into all the dark corners,
acknow that he was satisfied,
The boys work 415 hours a day. They 5? to
bed at 8¢ p.m. and rise at 63¢ a.m  The disci~
pline is excellent, the boys feel their honor is
at stake and the result is that few attempts
are made to escape. Perhaps no: better ex-
ample can be given of their training than

the tollowix%: >

Last fall 93 of the boys were taken to the
exhibition in the morning and were,; allowed
to roam at will around the unds. “After
enjoyingh:he day without the slightest re-
straint {‘:llmbledand.wenh back to
Mimico in evening, not one being miss-

mﬁt present there are 108 in the institution,
but' even this number-is too large for the
limited accommodation. Yet, notwithstand-
ing the crowding, the plain wholesome food
and out-door exercise them all healthy.
Only one boy has died the commence-
ment of the school three years ago. No less
than 60 applications are before the board
now and these be comsidered a
new schoolhouse. -must be erected. . To pro-
vide for this i the board will ap-
gl.y‘bg“t)he City Council for a grant of at
t $20,000;

boys | the celebrated  parrot that did not

tvidt.cntmtonnen;:lnf::ler::.\:uoi
partaken of a dainty lunc
E::l‘ywmxmdﬂm boys playing baseball.

Out of Sorts. loss of

{ T

= nh. mtﬂc’u .Q':udahﬁg
prevention. s

ntt:hpdﬂ: may save :onumofshk-

hsvmﬁ
crea any disturbance as stated by you.
9 t witness (a night wnt‘c;u:nap):
“ But, your honor, if he didn’t raise the big-
gest kind of a disturbance how did I come to
wake up 1’

Judge: “ Can you give any reason why you
ca.n’bdg:y your detu # ¢ Delinquent debtor:
¢ ¥ have nine reasons, your honor—a wife; a
mother-in-law, six children and an empty
pocketbook.” ¢

New proverb—Conscience makes bluffers

of us all.

#You haven't heard anything until lyon
have heard both-sides,” says a writer. This
may be very pretty logic, but the bass-drum
refutes it. -

Saucy _girls makes the best typewriters,
oecause it is only the saucy girls that can
hope to become ex-pert.

Officer before d mount:
countersign ivate Sootley: *‘Oh, there
are lots of them. ‘B hosiery’ was
the one nearest to me in the store,”

It hurts less to hit the nail on the head than
it does to hit it on the finger.

A ‘bon ton is'not.a.mﬁ tont.onA grgat
many things comprising are very
short, indeed,

“ 1 would like to ask a question, sir?” said a
student to the professor. *** Well, sir?” * Are
the Kaw Indians related to rgw g:zn?”

A contemporary repo: kissing
matches areﬁpuhr in various parts of the
country, This may be true, but it smacks of

improhability.
“ Look here, those %;m
e el.ll it ain’c m{
¢ Blamed if

other day were all bad,
fault.”! ** Whose fault is it ¢ €
know. How should I know what’s inside of
‘em? I'm no mind reader.”

“It i3 no use telling you to look pleasant,”
said the photographer to the pretty young
tady, “for you can’t look anything else.
And his scheme worked beautifully.

So rapidly does ung Irritation

¢ What'’s the

sold me the

and

. deepen that often in a few weeks a simple cough

~ culminates in. tuberfcular
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consumption. Give
heed to a cough, there is always danger in delay
Get a bottle of Bickle's Anti-Consumptive Syru
and cure yourself. It is a medicine unsu

for all throat and lung troubles. It is compound-
ed from severalherbs, each one of which stands
at the head of the list as exerting a wonderful in-
fluence  in curing cohsumption and lung
diseases.

City Hall Small Talk.

Twenty-five marriagee, 92 births, 80 deaths
were registered last week.

The reparts to the Health Department last
weelkiincluded 16 casesof typhoid, 9 scarlet
fevery 7 diphtheria. %

New mains are to be laid in Manchester
evenue, Preston-avenue, Dewson-street and
Bateya-avenue.

The Street Railway Franchise Sub-com-
mittee, the Waterworks Committee 'and the
Joint Esplanade Sub-committee -are called
for to-day.

Building permits were issued Saturday to
J. E. Thorapson, five three-story brick build-
ings, Adelaide wecst, opposite the Grand
Opera House, cost $85,000; W. R. Stewart,
five three-story brick stores, College-street
and Spadina-avenue, $10,000; G. W Hunter,
twotwo-story brick dwellings, Czar-street,
$6000.

How Dyspepsia is Cured.

1 sufféred from dyspepsia and was’ weak and
niiserable with what the doctor said was nervo u
ebility, Seeing Burdock Blood Bitters adver
tised I'tried it, and after taking three bottles fee
perfectly restored to health.

Mrs, J. H. Sxmex, Kleinburg, Ont,

- At the Hotels,
Dr. Spohn, Penetanguishehe, is at the
Rossin.

A, P, Mclntyre, Ottawa, isat the Queen’s.

Captain Roberts, London, Eng,, is at the
Walker. -

E®B. Nixon, Winnipeg, is at the Queen’s,

W. D. Card, Napanee, is at the Palmer.

J. F. Lester;, M.P,, Sarnia, was at the
Rossin Baturday,

J. H. Marshall, M.P,,” London, was at the
Walker Baturday.

D. McEwen, Cornwall, is at the Queen’s.

H. Corby, M.P. Belleville, was registered
at the Rossin yesterday."
. James Livingston, M,P., Baden, was at the
Walker Saturday.

A. Evanturel, M.L. A.. Prescott, is bookod h

at the Walker.

an&ran tried Holloway’s Corn Cure? It hais
o equal for removing these
Ounses, 48 many bave testified who bave
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could throw some light on

THE GUILD ALMOST UNANIMOUS

No Mercy or Quarter Shown by the City
Architects in D ing the Parli.
» ment Buildings Job.

With the interviews published this morn-
ing The World has about completed . the
rounds of . the city architects, and in talks
with almost the entire guild there was hardly
a dissenting voice in the protests -that were
hurled at Mr. Fraser and Mr, Waite for that
rank job in connection with the Parliament

-buildings.

C. F. Wagner: “It was a.dirty piece of
business all round, and mmirestlypunfnir.
There is not an architect in the city who will
Py s

¢ “Words sufficientl’

to denounce :& action of the Govyemmont
are not to be found in the architectonic
vocabulary”

. Mr. Wood: ““There is not an - architectin
the province but should express his disap-
groval of such contemptible and unfair con-
ncttb’y voting against the Mowat Govern-
ment, .

Richard Ough: “It was a most disgrace-
ful thing on the part of the Government.
"I'Alrlejge#rethap&rﬁenfobhmo,not Mr,

aite. .

R. C. Windeyer bas. frequently expressed
himself in no uncertain e:«l)m:nd yl.guxx?st the
Government’s conduct.

W. A. Langton was satisfled there wasa
unanimity of ogim’on among the architects
denunciatory of the deal.

Strickland & Symons and Robert Ogilvie
did not wishto express any opinio: but"i‘iko
6]
were full of thought in connection with th’e
shabby treatment the profession had been

subjected to.

It Was An Infamous Act.

Editor World: 1f you will have the records
of the proceedingsof the Legislature searched
I think yon will find that at the time Mr.
Fraser,was asking the-House to’ raise the ap-
propriation for the erection of the new Parlia-
ment buildings from $500,000 to $750,000 he
distinctly pledged himself to the House that
he would erect and complete the buildings
within the appropriation and according to
one or other of Darling & Curry’s or Gordon
& Helliwell's plans, on which he had already
received bona.fide tenders. The grant was
voted on these conditions, This being done
Mr. Fraser then referred the two sets of
plans to Mr, Waite of Buffalo to advise as to
their relative merits, of a report
being made at a reasonably early date Mr,
Waite was allowed to retain these plans till
the opening of the following session of the
Legisiature, a period of nearly nine months,
when he, g with his adverse judgment of
the two sets of Toronto plans, submitted a
plan of his own, being a digest (such as it
was) of the thirty or so designs he had been
adjudicating upon from time to time during
a period of five or six years and about whic
he had the latest ideas of the Government
matured in the same manner. No such oppor-
tunity was given any local architect and
hence the extravagant monstrosity now dis-
gracing Queen’s Park.

The fact you mention of Mr. Waite’s sweet
sojourn at Mr. Fraser's retreat at Brockville
during the summer holidays, in ‘the interval
between the. submission of th:{r)lnm to Mr.
Waite and his adverse report already men-
tionad’ i8: most significant, in spite of Mr.
Waite's innocent assurance to people in town
that parliament building matters were never
once alluded to between the pair,

It is perfectly clear to any unprejudiced
mind that this vile, dishonest and unpatriotic
business was plgnned long before it came out
in parliament.. It is' the meanest piece of
Government’ infamy that has been defended
by bonorable ministers for many a day and
they deserve to be sunk into infamy by it.

ARCHITECT.

“This Comes Hopping."”

**This comes ‘hopping’ to find you well as it leaves
me at this present.” was the quaiut finish to many a
letter in days gone bﬂ The “hopping” was odd speli-
fog for hoping. This ¢omes hoping to poist some
weary woman, the victfin of functional derangements
or uterioe troubles, internal inflammation and ulcera~
tion or sny other aiiments peculiar to the sex, the way
of hope, heaith and happiness, Dr. Plerce’s Favorite
Prescription 18 the vuly inedicine for womau’s peculiar
weaknesses and allments sold by ‘driggists under o
gosm" guarantée from the mamufacturers of satis-

‘action being given in every case or money refunded,
See guarantee printed on bottle-wrapper,

Everything Was Made at Home,

Superintendent Franklin was a well pleased
looking -man Saturday.. He had just placed
12 new cars on the Yonge-street routs, They
were built by the company and are of origi-
nal and handsome design. Instead of the
eight small panes of glass on the side of the
old cars there aresix fnrge plate glass lights,
giving the interior a cool and ap-
pearance. Theroof of the new cars is an-
o wast improvement on that- of the old,
ma appearance of the .car and
its finish is superb. = “Everything about
these cars,”said Mr. Franklin with empha-
sis, ‘‘was manufactured in Canada, the
wheels being turned out at St. Thomas.”
Ten new one-horse cars will be added ina
day or two,

cheerf

One-or two bottles of Nonhrog & '8
Vegetable Discovery will purify the loodl remove
dyspogda and drive away that extreme tired feel-
ing whieh causes so much distress to the indus-
tl'FO\ll‘!ld persons of seden habits. Mr. W,
E. Ellls, druggist, Fenelon F: writes: *The
Vegetable Discovery is selling well and giving
good satisfaction.”

Real Estate by Auction.

At Oliver, Coate & Co.'s Saturday G. A.
Case bought a 10-roomed brick house at
Yonge and Wellesley-streets, lot 70x130, for
$25,000. A large number of properties were
withdrawn.

At Lydon’s Mart two small dwellings on
Gordon-street were sold to Charles Shields for

1500.

F At, J.- M. McFarlane’'s, J. M. McKay
bought three lots on .the south side of Ken-
sington-avenue, 3800x136, at $12 per foot; J.
Foley two lots on Northlands-avenue, 200x149,
at $10 per foot; J.Hall, 443 and 445 Bathurst.
street, brick fronts, $4200; 452 Manning-
avenue, six-roomed brick house, W, YG
Travers, $2800.

A Window Cleaner’'s Complaint.

Editor World; - The bylaw recently passed
that windows must be cleaned belore 8 a.m.
isabsurd. There are few stores.that open
before 8 o’clock. Take my own case for in-
gtance. I live over two miles from the
store, We open at8 a.m. It takes usnearly
two hours to clean the windows. The law
would necessitate me leaving home about
514 a.m., as it takes me over half an hour to
do the distance, READER,

Coming Events,

ise
face to the door with &

L A

“h

) hrough
One Administration,”
Ete., Bte.
j CHAPTER 1. i ;

The rector of Coombe:Ashley raised his
eyog!rom the manuscript over which he had
beeR poring all the , and turned his
Wi air of
liste: attention. There was a sound as
of light feet in the hall below, and. he listen-
m hear if they would pass the parler,

‘ceme up the stair-case. Yes, they were

y for next they were

sprin up the old oaken stairs with o

gay, t patter, and in'a ‘minute more
they sto at the lnll-o’?cn door. !

*‘May 1 come in, papa !’ said a fresh girls
ish voiee, “‘Or are you too busy ? I have
something to tell you.” : 4

‘His rugged face softened wonderfilly at
the mus sound, whieh was the sweetest
in all the world to him ; but his quies nature
notlet his tone express more would
simple words.

* Come in, Prue,” he said, and then she

tered.

en L {0
Buch & bright young face as she brought
to lighten ﬂ:‘dim ol‘:lngoom, with ite piles of
i pers, and shelves of “din ks ;
regh, sweet, bonny young face ! Once
or twice in a life.time, Kgrhp;. one. meets
with such a face as this little mnlyrduuod
Prue. The big, brown eyes the inno-
cent, untried look of a child’s, the reund,
white ghin, with the soft dimple in if, might
have been a baby’s ; the sweet, serious niouth
was as tenderly imnocent as the veriest
child’s on earth. After adl, .of conrse,. she
was scaroely & women yet, being little more
than seventeen ; but still there are few girls
who rve that simple tenderness’ of ex-
ression even through seventeen years. Tt
uite possible that her gnaintly quiet life
made the recter's daughter less of a
woman than she wonld otherwise have been.
Makipg pies and broth fer sick pensioners,
and turhing half-wern dresses, had been the
greatest of her responsibilities ; visiting the
or of the parish, and oceasionally calling
timid state upen her: father's patroness,
Lady Strathspey, the greatest of her dissi-
pations, °
- Ageordingly, at seventeen, pretty Prue
Reng::v wak a8 fresh and ignorant of werld-
iness as a child of seven, and as ready to be
pleased, and as anxious to please, as few
children of seven are in this age of civiliza-
tion. ;
There was a little touch of excited plea:
sure on her face as -she came into thé room,
and it made her look very pretty indeed as
she pulled off her well-worn little gloves,
and unbuttoned her little rough coat.
“Guess who I haveseen ?” she said at last,
coming behind her father to lean over his
arm-chair. ‘‘Just guess, papa.”
. **Whe ?” he asked, Iﬁa'np at her with
a touch of a smile on reticent ‘Scottish
mouth. He was a Scoitchman, the . Rev.
David Renfrew, and, like most Scotchmen,
grave almost to taciturnity ; but this one
ewe lamb of his lonely, bard-working. life,
was the light of his eyes. ‘* Who was it,
Prue ?” he  asked,
She shook her brown head with a little

langh. .

?galﬂl," she uidl. o Some!‘;:dy very
important, to us at least; somebedy very
handsome."”

¢ Old Donald Ross,” with & dry humor in
his voice.

“ Now, papa! Somebody very grand.
Surely you can guess now.”

He shook his head.

She broke into s sweet little laugh of | &)

triumph.
b § E]new you couldn’t. Well, I have seen

—my

He started a ht nervously. In his
quist, notuin‘?o :gsy he. bad a nervous,
n;r:yrnd dread of this lomg-absemt patron
of his. %

“ Not Lord Strathspey ?”

““Yes, Lord Strathspey.. He is very
grand and handwome,  papa’—strol ln, his
grizzled hair with a timid lttle sigh. " The
grandest person I ever saw, I ol

“Where did you see him "’ he asked.

¢ On the Brae. I had just eome out of
Donald’s cottage, when he passed by, He
stciped a.mement to look at me, I think
for he was looking when Lsaw him first, and
he bowed to me. I wish I had had my best
dress on,” naively. ' ““This one is so shabby,
you see.”

Her father glanced down at the garment
in question, and echoed the faint sigh with
which ske had ended her words.

It was rather shabby, if the truth was to
be told. ' Shabby dresses were no novelty to
this pretty young creature, with her inno-
cent vanity. Even the sober browns and
grays which usually made mp her limited
wardrobe, were always tlu'lﬂf and furbish-
ed until their fictitious newness bacame more
than questionable, and her quiet little brown
wa.lkin%;ireu was as well worn asjit was
precise in its neatness.

It had been a long-cherished hope of this
business-like little Prue, that Lord Strath-
lp;y’l return would make matters better ;
uf: just now her sniall brown head was full
of it.

“ I wonder if he will ‘come here to see
you, papa,” she said at last. *“He ought to,
you know.”

She had taken a seat then, and having
produced a before invisible work-basket, was
stitching demurely on a new wristband.

‘“ I think he ought to, you know,” she
went on sagely, ‘“ T don’t think he would be
doing his duty if he .did net show some in-
terest in the parish after meglecting it so
long. Why, he has not been here since—
dear me ! since [ was quite young. For ten
years, I should think. .Has he, apa ?’

““ No,” with a faint smile, * He was six-
teen when he left Scotland, and you were
seven. I doubt if you have ever seen him
before, Prue.”

“ Yes, I have,” nodding her brown head.
1 saw him in church once. . That was how
1 knew him to-day. I remember his- face.
I think I remembered it because it is so
beautiful. It is beautiful—ever so beauti-
ful,”~and a soft little blush rose to her
cheek,

To tell -the truth, Lord Strathspey was
something of a hero to his rector’s davghter.
She had remembered the handsome,  boyish
face she had seen in the grand velvetchas-
socked pew as something to be admired with
a tender sort of reverential awe,  She had
always been afraid of Lady Strathspey, and
her stately ways: but her distant, secret
admiration of her young hero had something
half affectionate in it, in mpite of what ap-
peared, to her simslieitz, his grandeur.
she had grown older, her: remembrance of
him had grown fainter ; but it had been a
remembrance still, and bad. Aelped her to
recognize him when they met, even though
he had becomea matured man; in the prime
of life—and the boyish face was lost forever.
Then, again, she had heard so much about
it. The few of his tenantry, who had seen
him in their short 'visits to Londom, had
brought back wondrous accounts of  his
grace, and learning, and debonair ways.
“ My sem,” in Lady Strathspey’s eyes, was
almost a demigod—a noble young demigod

Waa 0 generous as peo 1 he was,
wonld re how wretchedly paid for his hard
labor his rector had beem, and then-—Well,
{m’hn , it would be easier to buy the quiet
ittle s.rouel and hats, and ibly a time
might comé when her owngloves and {
would not have to be mended so often. Hav-
ing got 10 this turn of thought, she looked up
at her father quietly. He had turned to the
manuscript again, and was working as hard
as ever, - How. grave his face was, and how
ray he was getting, and how many weary
ours he was obliged to spend over those
dreadful books—for the poor: pittance . had
to be worked out.in more ways thanone. -,
A “‘don’t you sup-
hesitated a little,

He raised his head, as he always did, at
the sound of her voice. : .

‘* What is it, my bairn ?” heasked.. “My
bairn’” was the quiet-pet name he had given
her from the first mournful hour when he
had received hep from her young. mother’s
dying arms ; and there was something al-
wost touching in the quaint sound, as it
came from his grave lips. } )

‘“‘Don’t you suppese that Lord Stéath.
lpey'; coming home will make a differ-
w“ i -

*In what?” 1

“In—well—make a difference to you.
Perhaps he will give you some more money,”
she said wisely, *‘ He ought to.”

¢ Perhapa he will,” returned the rector

alf grave, balf smiling. * What do you
waut, Prue?”

She laid her work down, and came behind
his chair, clasping her arms round his neck,
and laying her soft cheek en his grizzled
head, with an odd little caressing nestle, like
a baby's.

“ I'want a hundred things,” she said, half
laughing. ‘I wanta dressing-gown foryeu,

something nice for. Jamie Macdonpei
and & grand new dress to wear on Sundays,
Lord S;,rlt ey will be at church, you
know, and—Well, I believe that is all.”
And she ended with a face a thought more
serious than it had been when she began, for
she was stricken with a sudden recollection
of the questionable appearance of her best
attire. :

‘‘ Couldn’t we manage to do something
about the new dress, Prue ?’ he asked, with
an odd anxiety in his face, or an anxiety
which was odd in & man of his kind ; but
they had held these economical consulta-
tions for years together, and to diplomatize
seriously over the purchase of the hardly-
earned girlish garments, -vas nothing new.

She shook her head ’m: a certain sweet
gravity,

‘“ Oh, dear me 1"’ she said, seriously, ** we
couldn’t think of it. You see there are all
those people to. be. visited next week, and
one can’t go without taking them something.
Oh, dear me, no |”

He touched her soft brown hair with a
regretful sigh. ‘“Poor little bairn!” ke
said, “you have a hard life.” :

She drew her arms tighter round his neck
in a cloger caress.

“No I haven’t,” she said lovingly, *It is
you who have had the hard life, r busy
darling. . I'm very bappy. .1 .don't.care
about Lord Strathspey. Ydmny he won't
look atme ; and, besides, my dress is not
so ugly, after all.”

But for all that, when she ran upstairs

after dinner, to her pretty white bedroom,
she took the questionable garment out of
the wardrobe, and reviewed it with some
anxiety., It was not the dress so much, but
she had a childish awe of these stately
Strathspeys, and a childish desire to appear
well in their eyes.
All in the meantime, Lord Strathspey had
me back to the Coombe, with a curiously
pleased recbllection of a tender girlish face,
and a pair of big innocent brown eyes, with
a curious childish sweetness in them.

He was not a very -good man, this Angus
Lord Strathspey, and; certainly not will-
fullys bad man; but for all that, he was
just the sort of person to commit a wrong,
through the careless light-handedness which
was his. chief characteristic. This very
carelessness it was which had made him a
stranger to his mother’s home s0 long. The
foreign lands, in which he had spent g0 many

ears, had pleased him well enough to hold

im rover ; and, as he had no very conscien-
tious scruples on the subject of his responsi-
bilities, and was in nowise inclined to re-
gard life seriously, he naturally made a
point—of gleuing himself, Iwas going to
say ; but I think I can improve mpon the
phrase by saying, allowing himself to be
pleased. The quietlittle figure on the hill-
side had pleased him, and the innocent face,
and almost childish eyes, had struck him as
something, refreshing. ‘Who did the inno-
cent; face belong to? He had no distinct
recollection .of having seen it before, and

et it-seemed almost familiar to him. He
Kroached the subject to his mother after
dinner, when he rose to light his cigar ; and
he held a fuse to his “weed,” and puffed
away enjoyably, as he described the littls
‘‘apparition.”

A little creature”—he said between the
pufls, ‘‘like & brownie.. A pretty child,
with an innocent face, and a shabby dress
on. - Who is she ?”

‘‘My dear Angus,” expostulated her lady-
ship, ‘‘your child is & young lady. ' I think
you must mean little, Miss Renfrew, the
rector’s daughter-—and she is nearly eigh-
teen years old.”

His lordship laughed. He had a musical
laugh, by the way, with a clear refined ring
in its tone; but ihis laugh was only the
least of his attractions.

‘‘Is she ?” he said. “‘She has the face of
a child of eight. I think I must go and see
Renfrew,”

rew,

“‘Angus,” said Lady Strathspey.

He laulghed again ; but eol?r?;i & little,
nevertheless.

“What is her name ?” ‘he asked.

“Prudence, I believe,” replied her lady-
ship, gravely; “and I really can’t it
yon to go and talk nonsense to her, Angu
She is a good contented little thing—as
good as she is pretty; so the poor people
say.”

Strathspey knocked the ash from his cigar
with a smile. *‘She must be good enough,
then,” he said, with a thrill in his voice.
“Tho:fo“freat, innocent-eyes of hers are as
beautiful as an angel’s.”

He did not say much mere on the subject;
but it was not f:flotm; it ia eertain
though he did not ab the rectory that
week. Perhaps his mother’s evident disap-
proval had something to do with it, or per-

s his time was hﬁy oecupied. . At any

a’e demure touches of tailet were
EVTIOT & 18W: (Ays at BEST. InTeTrswe of

him, she had been staidly anxious to be in
readiness, and had watched the road almost
fearfully; but Saturday came, and Lord
Strathspey had not ' madé his ap 0e.
But on Sunday at church saw him
ain. She had almost forgottem him, fer
the time being ; but rajsing ﬁr head, after
the first prayer, she caught a sudden glimpse
of the handsome Saxon face, with its clear
eyes, and the big golden mustache. He
wasilooking at her, she discovered to her
eat confusion, and in her momentary em-
ﬁrnrnument, the sensitive celor mounted
even to her white temples. Strathspey
smiled at the blush, it was so undisguised

to be bowed down to, and wershipped, at
respectful distance, by his inferiors. T}
tenants who had not seen hin ae
heard of him enough, for *“iny son’s wisHies,”
and *‘his lordship’s plans,” ruled Coombe
Ashley as completely as any despot’s irom
hand, though, of course, in a milder degree.
It has been a great trial %o her stately lady-
ship, the peop%e said, that Strathspey had
cared so little for Coombe-Ashley, and had
been so long astranger to it, and a sojourn-
er in foreign lands ; and it was a great hap-
piness to her, every one knew, that he ‘had
at last acceded to her wishes, and .decided
to d at least the winter, on his long.
neglected estate.

ust now inmecent brown-eyed Prue was
wondering if she should, at-last, have a
nearer view of
were a curious mixture of romance and prac-

tind ceven

ticability, P, he would to the
hoarssnses, ote, | 1 ory. upd Chan ot ¥
- : mmhd

\

and t. ‘This little Miss Renfrew
was something of a novelty, it struck him;
and the timid brown eyes, with the fluttered
look in them, were even prettier than he
He saw more of the rector’s danghter
that morning, than he heard of the recter’s
sermon. The small figure, which seemed
almost Jost in the big square pew, strack
him with an odd sense of its childishness,
and half unconscionsly, he found himself
{;llowing the .olilt l:o'\'xl Jloiee as it sounded
e repsonse. L] not help faneyin
{ wi&hlmtdnnnnmt,ﬁuchlghbmz
| qualms of conssience on the subject of her
| first glance, she sat 80 quietly in'one corner
| of the big pew, her pretty church-service im
| her hand, and her eyes upraised to

this hero. Her thoughtas |

and on her

Auring the last week Prue had lived ina
constant state of overawed expectation ; but
by the widdle of the next, as the visitor had
not made his appearance, the feeling wore
off, and she neglected to watch the road
altogether.. He was not coming, she teld
herself. P he did not care to come,
and then she drew a little lml at the theught
of her castles in the air. e dis.ussed him
vely with Marjory, who was her house-
old general and constant adviser, and next
to her h’thor. nearer to the innocent young
creature’s heart.tham any one in the werld.
*He .is very handsome, Marjory,” she
. “and very grand ; but I

about the poor people either, he would have
called to see pa fore now.” y

Bu:’ vlr‘l:nhor e ol:.r:d for the poor Wlo
or no came at last, it would have
been nseless watching m%mm com-
mrﬂ for his visit was the oddest of sur-
prises,

1t was late in the evening when he called,
and Prue was in. the dining-roem alone,
The lamps had not been brought in, for the
rector wus absent, and there was me light
but the blaze of the fire, which revealed to
Strathspey, witlr the opening ‘of the door,
I.ll}elgsoae natural life picture he had seen in
is life.

CHAPTER IL

Prue was kneeling upon the hearth,
demure, in a litthh:glky home-dress ; her
neglected work-basket staod upon the table
her soft, disordered hair fell loosely aroun
Her half-childish figure, and with, the ribbon
which had tied it, she was teasing a sober
mu& of Marjory's, at whose dignified

nfiture she was laughing softly.

I_G was rather a difficult matter to meet

seriously the horrified face she turmed to

familiar in hér arms, when his name was
announced. It seemed so dreadfal to her
staid sense of the proprieties, to be_ discov-
ered in such a position. I have no doubt,
that, if she miight have had her own way,
he would have found her: ready ‘to rective
himvig all the & h of timid decorousness
with which she tried, poor child, to dohonor
to her father's calling, and so, no doubt,
would have impressed him with an amused
feeling of awkwardmess ; but now, taken by
mr}mgs as she was, she only looked wonder-
fully like a pretty child, and ' met him with
the humblest. little air in the werld. In
ber: reverence for his magnificence, she al-
most felt as if she had donie him some injury,
or ed him in some 5

He advanced to meet her, holding his hat
in_his fair ungloved hand—a faint smile
scarcely controllable, - even by his self-pos-
session, touching his lips.

What a grave offerice the little contre-
temps evidenily was to her, rlittle thing,
and how pretty her ﬂuturog:.;nbnnument
made her. i

‘“Miss Renfrew, I conclude?” he said,
questioningly, and on recei her timid
bow of iescence, he'ex ed the fair
hand with good-natured unceremonious-
ness, fog¥

“I am Stratespey,” he said. *I think we
know each other a little already, Miss Ren-
frew, and I for one am moré pleased to im-
proye the acquaintance,” . .

His careless gracefulness of manmer set

her more at.ease. It was a peculiarity of
his to be easy and unembarrassed on all
occasions, and it was one of the peculiarities
which made himalways popular. Just now
it helped Prue t6 recover her self-possession
sefficiently to return his greeting with the
little touch of sober dignity which was
natural to her.
* She was very sorry that her father was
not at home, she told him. He would be
diuﬂ;oinbod. Probably, . if -his dordship
would be seated, Andal{ow her to ring for
lights, he would not be long absent,

‘““He had only one or two calls to make,
lI belion,""ﬁlhc adeled, “‘and is never very

ate.”

Strat smiled.. ‘The touch of grave
dignity pleased him as much as her i t

would naivel:
think, i be DGR oo sbodt o0 a6 all, or |had

her visitor, as she started up with Marjory’s v
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pd'::;.ommwm Telephone 502
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young face had done. Looking down at her
small figure, he could not help being im-
pressed as much asif she hur been some
child playing the serious, oft-repeated game,
of being & woman.

‘L shall be . glad to ayail myself of  your
invitatien,” hesaid.
whether upon the whole, my visit was not
intended for you, Miss Renfrew.”

The brown eyes opened with a serious
timidity, which was like distress. What
was he going to say? ;

“I have been a rover so long, vou see,”
he exglsined, that 1 dare say my tenants
feel that I have neglected them a little. My
mother tells me t you have mneglected
:lhem a little, d01:11er tells me that you

ave been ve to the poor people—

fnuite a Ladyrgonntiful, in fact, nl:ieo am
anxious to thank you for it, if my thanks
are worbh auything,”

She blushed slightly, in her innocent sur-
prise at his praises. She had lived her
quiet life so wholly for these people, that she
had never dreamed of being thanked for
her labors.

“We—papas and I—try toctake care of
them,” she returned, -imply; “but I don’t
think I have done anything worth thanks.
What I.do is so little ameng so many, you
know,” with a depreciating upraising of her
ayes. .

“ What you have done, I cannot sufficient-

y thank youfor,” hesaid, something like a
shrill of admiration roused by her sweet
ace. *‘Lady Strathspey says you ought to
be a h to my -indulgence. It is
my ‘t,iuty”t.o loo@xa.f‘m these pe'opie, she tells
U of & CHSOIRLY, & tiought 1 Wodls Tever
;0 you. If you will only premise to tell me
what they want, Miss Renfrew, and call
| apon me for any assistance which is required,
you will relieve: me wonderfully. -I am net
what call an energetic person, I be-
ieve, and my responsibilities are too much
for me.”

¢ I will promise that papa will,” she said,
with grave naivete, ‘“and I am sure the
people will be very thankful. Some of them
ire very peor indeed, and—we are not very
rich ourselves.” i

She had overcome her first awe of him by
this time. She was too thoroughly simply
girl-like to be ecomscious for amy length of
time ; and, besides, it pleased her so much
to knew that her pensioners were to be well
cared for at laat. Though it had never oc-
curred to her, the life she had led, since she
had been old enough to assume any respon-
sibility, had really been a hard one. ®
work whick had fallen into her young hands
had been never ending, and, in the eyes of
any one less simple and temder, would have
appeared the most thankless of labor. They
were not all pleasantness, these rounds
of visits to poer, siling, and semetimes not
very grateful people; but poor listle Prue

a staid conscientious _scrugulousness on
the subject of her duties, and would no
more have thought of shirking one of them,
than of doing’ anything else widely. foreign
to her ' affectionate nature.  Strathspey
found this eut in the ceurse of the evening,
and the soft-voiced little creature’s serious
sense of her responsibilities,  almost amused
him. Her qusint sffection for her father was
oneof these ties, he discavered.
It was not the common-place love of a com-
monplace girl ; it was something more novel
—something which “u:d mm.l -h:rhm‘h og
long companionship ar % 5 an
e isi 'focl that he come
upon & new Phue life.

* You see,” -she simply, “ we
are not likke anybody else—we are more to
'ach other ; papa has nobody butme, and I
iave nobedy bnt rapa.”

To be continiied.
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