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R. S. E. DAWSON, C. M. G., president
of the Royal Society of Canada, in his
address at the session at Ottawa this
vear chose as his sbject “A Plea for
Literature.” He said:

It will be my endeavor. to. direct
your attention for a short time this
evening to some of the subjects aimed
at in founding the Royal Society which

appear to have attracted less ‘than their legitimate
share of popular interest to some of the functions
which the =society is performing and may per-
form, and. to indicaie some directions in which it may
develop. My remarks will be concerned chiefly with
the first two sections—the literary sections. The
scientific sections express the activities of a scien-
tific era. They deal with material things and make
their appeal to the practical genius of the age. They
reed neither explanation nor apology; for, in popular
opinion, science is held to have a basis of real utility
which is lacking in literature. The attention of man-
kind is focussed as never before.on the.advance of
science as it strides from victory to victory over the
world’ of matter; but let us steép outvef,the blaze of
noofn and rest a while in the quiet _shade of:the:world
of the spirit. > b, p A .

In providing so largely for literature—as’ disting-
uished from science—the founders of.our society were
following French models. The Royal Society of Lon-
don, founded in 1660 “for improving natural’ know-
ledge,” has steadily observed the limitations. of its
charter; but Cardinal Richelieu, 25 years previously
(in 1635), had founded the French Academy for pure-
Iy literary objects. That great statesman recognized
the power of literature, and, for two hundred years,
the French language and literature dominated Europe,

&

and it exists to this day a power in the world of liter-"

ature, as is the Royal Society of London a:power in
the world of science, .

During the formation of our society the view was
strongly advocated that it should be organized after
the pattern of the Royal Society of London, and with
the same limitations. There were many, however,
among those called to Lord Lorne’s counsels who
were familiar with the traditions of French litera-
ture. Broader views prevailed and the objects of the
French Academy, together with the objects of the
Royal Society of London, were covered by the differ-
ent sections of the one Royal Society of Canadal In
this way science and literature can give each other
support. The influence of small bands of students of
different subjects is combined, and an institution was
founded upon the broad basis of the experience of
two races, two natlonalities and twd langudges—a
counterpart of Canada itself.

The society has passed the period of adolescence,
and this year both series of-its transactions are ren-
dered available to all by an .index covering the whole
twenty-four volumes, prepared with great labor. by
one of the fellows of Section 1. The weéalth of re-
search over the whole fields of science and literature
thrown, open' to schools is now manifest,” and the
founders of the society have been justified by the re-’
sults. To have built on so wide a’'plan showed . an
abiding faith in the future of our couniry, then only
rcommenecing to enter upon its astonishing period ‘of
expansion. It would have beén natural ‘for men of
little faith .to have founded :isome institution for -the
cultivation of applied science; . but here is an institu-
tion for nourishing the intellectual life of the coun-
try—to follow the study of'science and literature into
every  field, and for their own sakes—not for any
immediate material return. It would have been far
simpler to have followed precedent than' to:have trac-
ed out a new course, and it would haye, been.far easier
to have copied the Royal Society of London, than to
inaugurate a society’' upbn & mew plah” adapled’ “to
meet the ijntellectual requirements q:_a. cqu,&lt,rya_,ao
constituted as ours. - - . i BT e L R
< . ¥tris impossible to overlook the’fact thgt, as the.
years pass, there .is a growing .tendency, to .exalt
science at the expense of literature; and the com-
plaint that “letters are neglected and sciéfice is gll in
all is too well founded.” - An idea is prevalent. among
the practical men who control the purse-strings of the
age that there is a certainty and utility about know-
ledge of the material world which literature does not
possess, and this ‘tehdency is evident by the . large
endowments- bestowed of Yate years' upon “sclence in
the older "colleges, by the mumber of “new scientific
institutions  formed, and by the increasing throngs.
of studénts following strictly scientific studies; while
what used to be known as ‘“‘the hiimanities” are cor-
réspondingly undervalued and.have-to:rely on the en-
dowments of tormer generations. In this respegt our
society has been assisted. by the French ‘traditions in
favor of literature, for:literature was always patron-
ized by the Frenchn kings and honoréd by.the French
court. The love of letters in old France passed over-
sea into Canada with ‘the ‘cultivated officials. and
highly educated ecclesiastics who came over from
time to time. The literary exercises’at the Jesuit's
College at Quebec were graced by the presence of the
Governor and his. little court and we read of one oc-
easion when the son of a wheelwright of Quebec—the
youthful Jolliet, afterwards to be the discoverer of the
Mississippi, took a brilliant part in the public-exer-
cises of the college and the Intemdant Talon—great
statesman though he was—thought it not' beneath
his dignity to take ‘part with the students and spoke
like the rest in Latin with fluency and correctness.
Quebec was then a small village—the gateway of a
great unkncwn wildérness. - Though the stress of life
was very great and the people had to be’ practical,
yet they could take an. interest in Latin discussions
on -philosophical ' questions. Jolliet was no worse a
ranoe-man ‘because of his knowledge of Latin—nor,
2,000 years before that, was Socrates less staunch a
foot soldier at Potidea and Delium because of his
devotion to moral philosephy. i !

And yet those who wished to confine the Royal
Bociety of Canada within the limits of the Royal So-
ciety of London were not altogether without reason.
There is undoubted truth in Lord Beaconsfield’s re-
mark, when offering a baronetcy to Tennyson, ‘“that
it is in the nature of things that the tésts of merit

eannot be so precise in litérature as in science” and, ~

as ' Lord Macaulay says, “the-province of literature is

a debateable land.” What may be possible in a high-~

ly centralized country like France is out of the dques-
tion .in a decentralized country like Canada, where
local patriotism still obstructs that  organic unity

which we all hope will 'be realizéd in future years.'

The appraisal of cyrrent diterature, especially of poé-'
try, is, fortunately, not one of the functions of 'our
society; for no institution ever has been devised
which: could so isolate~itself from the'time-spirit en-:
veloping it as to anticipate the literary judgments of
even the next succeeding generation. Posterity is the
only infallible judge; for although as Pope tells us,

“Most have the seeds of judgment. in their  mind,”

the ripening of those seeds is retarded-or prevénted
by. the dominating spirit of the age. It took two
years to sell the first edition of 1,300 copies of “Para-
dise Lost,” and Milton. received ten pounds for ° his
share; but the nation was then in the full tide of re-
action against the Puritans .and Butler's*'Hudibras”
was the popular poem-of the -period, . No conceivable
academy would have crowned “Paradisé Lost®’ then,
or for two generations after. ' ‘“All men,” as Cicero
says, “by a certain hidden faculty approve:or condemn
works of art or letters,” but they do so infaliibly, only
after the mists of the age clear away. <Great.works
in poetry originate independently of stimulation or
reward. g

*“Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise
(That last infirmity of noble minds)
To scornsdelights, and live labotious-days.” LY

The passion of creative art will néither be encour-
aged nor discouraged. Most of the greatest works in
literature were written, before copyright was‘thought
of. “Dante could not help writing his . great poem.
Neither Shelley, nor Keats, nor Tennyson, nor Brown-
ing, were drawn into literary pursuits by any out-
ward force. - Horace in his well-known ode sets forth
the inducement—the spur of fame. He writes:

“I shall not wholly live. I have built 'a monument
more enduring than bronze, which shall not pass
away with the unnumbered series of ages and the
flight of time.”

1t is so also with great works in prose. The idea
of Gibbon's great history was suddenly revealed to
him as he sat on the steps of the church of Ara Coeli,
on the site of the Capitol, and listened to the friars
singing vespers. . Then his life’'s work was set for
him,' and the mystic power of the genius of Rome
selzed his soul. The pursuit iaf letters, as well as
that ‘of the higher. science, is its own reward. The

$ literary sections have wuseful worle to'do in ofher i
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rections . than the criticism of current literature. The
great mass of mankind will judge arigat when local
and ephemeral opinions clears away and work will
endure, in so far as it touches the universal heatt of
humanity, or rests upon the universal law of beauty.

Our society has not specifically laid down upen it
the high mission laid upon the French Acaderiy by
its original charter “to work with all diligence -to
keep the language pure, eloquent and capable of treat-
ing the arts and sciences.” That was a. grand aim,
worthy of the Cardinal Minister, who ‘made France
so great. For a language is a living organism always
in transition, like a pine treé-putting forth new. leaves
and shedding old ones in aeccdordance .with its own
laws. “Oratio next to. Ratio—Speech next to Reason”
—said Sir Philip Sidney, ‘‘is the greatest gift bestow-
éd upon mortality,” and eacnh language is at once the
product and the manifestation of the genius of the
race or nation speaking it. 'With characteristic in-
sight, the Greeks used one word, logos, for Treason
and speech. .The ideas are.inseparable. Shelley puts
speech first, Prometheuns,

“@ave man ‘speech” and ‘spee¢h created thought.”

The root words of g lahguage are few and, for the
most ‘phart, ‘Are the same for many languagés; the full
vocabulary of. a language being an extension into
secondary, tertiary or many more derived and -meta-
phorical meanings—modified by suffixes and refixes.
This is not a chance -process, but the genius of each
people guides it, and the manner of making these
changes reveals the intelligence of each people and
its characteristic way of looking at ‘the' wuniverse
around ‘it. = Therein; lies the spirit of the language,
and the so-called silent and superfluous letters ‘are
clues' to ‘the logic ‘of its evolution. - The process goes
on unconsciously, and cannot be accelerated—even by
a strenuous president or a confident multimillionaire.
The pine tree will not be hurried into dropping its
leaves. The, peoplée are sovereign here and will not
drop a word or a .letter even, until it is done with it.
As Horace tells us “Custom is the law and arbiter
and rightful legislator of language.”

. Much'complaint has arisen in recent years of the
difficulty of.English spelling. How can it be other-
wise if spelling is not taught in the schools, and if
the “letters Cadmus gave” are submerged in phonic
systems: or other recent experimentation. . Words; are
not arbitrary signs, but are embodied thoughts. They
have life histories Teaching back through innumer-
able years and teaching’ often by these very despised
silent letters about affiliations -of races in the dim
past beyond the ‘récords of history. It is pleasing and
instructive to trace these embodied thoughts through
their changes,-and it‘is-helpful in acquiring a know-
ledge of, other tongues'as well as' 'in' understanding
our owik - o cain

‘Whatever sympathy we-may have for.those -who

have no tinmie to learn to spell,©let ‘us not permit them .

Procrustes-like .to: ¢ut down the, English language-te

the measure of their ecapacity.. Rather let them turn’
books

to some of the abdndoned etymological 'spelli
and learn ‘words, ‘not singly: and ‘separately,
their groups and familiess: for’ English-is ‘not=
gon or a collection of Chinese ideographs,
gan of thpught naturally formed in‘ the \cou
long centuries unconsciously
New words .we-must have.for.
oyr skies; but' we must jealously 'w
dually ands away.
dialect .eiher cent,
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“¥Visible and tangible products of the past,” says
Carlyle, “I'reckon up to' the extent of three; cities
with their cabinets and arsenals; then tilled  fields
with their roads and bridges; and, thirdly, books: In
which third, truly lies a’worth far surpassing thdt of
the  two others.” " Not o6nly are they’ surpassing in
worth, but.in endurance. The great cities of the an-
clent warld, once the centres of great empires—Baby-
lon, Tyre, Carthage, Thebes, are mounds of ruins.
The rich plains of Asia and the produdétive fields of
Northern Africa, once the.granaryj of -the ' Roman
world, have, Tor long centiuries remajined untilled, but
the literatures of Greece, Rome and Judea still sway
the minds of men. The ‘wealth and lixury of the
merchant prinees of: old equalled anything - existing
in our day; - but their/civilization ‘was material and
their ‘memory has -passed;into oblivion. -The temple
Iibraries recently exhumed contained deeds, contracts,
leases, and such. like practical documents, but nothing
corresponding to/the literature of the Jews or Greeks.
The life. was material and, therefore, perished like the
docks and palaces. The whole wealth and power of
Asia was. hurled"back by ‘@ small band of idealists at
Marathon and Thermopylae, and, while:the native an-
nals of those great powers are & blank, the history of
the little ‘eantons of Greece and the ‘deeds of their
citizens have beert a guide ‘through all’the ages. The
names of many of the poorest citizens of Athens are
familiar to us, but who knows the names of the mer-
chant princes of Tyre and Sidon, Perished are their
docks and palaces—perished are their names and
deeds, but the work“of the “blind old singer 'of Scio’s
rocky isle” still lives,~

“Other creations may fade, to shapel‘ess ‘ruin decays
cings 1

Over the world of thy song, youth’s earliest dawn is
still playing.”,

While the monuments of ancient literature are en-
during'and jare.still_influencing the actions of mau-
kind, it is not’so in the case of those studies which
deal with the world of matter. The sciend® of Aris-
totle has: been obsolete for centuries—his logi¢, Rhe-
toric, and Poetics are text books in our great univer-
sities. The last shred of Greek physical spegulation—
the atomic theory—which was génerally accepted at
the close of the nineteenth century has been  hope-
lessly shattered. . We had until the last few years a
working theory of the material universe, but we must
now look round for another, and we are.face to face
with the fact that the,triumphs of ‘science have been
chiefly in ministering to the’comforts of the ‘outer -
life. . “'We are no,nearer to' the.inner reality of. the
material ; world.. It is new «#he duty.of sociology to
apply ‘these rich conquests ‘over ‘the entire area of

. human life and elevate .the whole race to 4 higher
:moral. and infellect:

‘plané by mitigating the strig-.

gle for life. In that task the study of mankind alone

can guide us, and, wherg ‘dan;the spirit of man ‘be

studied, if not in ifs intélja%t swith the time-spirit
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Thess Mthings-otia-man;” so profoundly ifferésting
to huma .-t?.vge : ’eﬁin"tﬁev‘domﬁ"qt I Aprobable
truth—a vast regioniextending “froi’ the St pro=
bability<to the highest moral conviction; while scienee

‘with'its mathematical methods and its weighings and

measurings, lays claim to certainty; and in that 'is a
great attraction for practical’minds. But the sciences
are no guide to life and, in proportion as men obtain
control of the forces of nature do they need instruc-
tion from other sources of knowledge. In history,
political economy, sdeiology and their kindred studies
will:be found the .clues leading to the higher civili-
zatioa and Happier life of man. ' These are sometimes
called ‘“scientes” very incorrectly; for they all deal
with probable truth. Their: last word is never said,
for they extend as civilization evolves and humanity
advances. The Dreadnaught, with its amazing adap-
tations ‘of sciénce, may be blown to atoms in an in-
stant by a torpedo from below: or by dynamite from
an girship from above. . The hopes of the race are
bound up. rather in such things as the discussions of
The Hague corference—they are among the _“things
of a man.” |, : SN

. Weican now apprehend, the full meaning of Mat--
thew Arnold’s definition of literature as the “‘‘eriticism
of life.”” " Life! that'is ‘the life of man—human life—
which we fondly pelieve will endure in some more or
less developed form when the spént sun has become
as-¢old ‘as the moon; 'but, in anyéase, life, which /s
to each one of us far more than any scientific fact or
theory éver discovered or propounded. For. thou-
sands' of years our views ‘of seience have been grossly
erroneous, while the. principles of life. have been in
the main the same. The laws of conduct: have been
more stable than the theories- of the- constitution of
matter. Man struggles'and succeeds or fails now just
as at the dawn of history, and we still sympathize
with the idylls of Solomon and tae Shulamite girl in
the Bible, and smile at ‘the gossip of the Syracusan
women in Theocrifus. - Happiness is success, and
happiness 1s depeéndent upon conduct. Now, copduct
is the subject matter of literature, whether we read
it in Homer or Plutarch, or Thucydides, or Shakes-
peare or Kipling, or even in our own Drummond’s
sympathnetic. portraityre of our quaint and very dear
friend—the Habitant of Quebec.

Literature, then, being the study of human life, it
is, of necessity, the most practical of all studies—
practical, because it deals'with'the varied experiences
and capacities .of the human soul, ¥or that reason,
great statesmen have been trained in letters rather
than in seience—in classics rather than in mathema-
tics. Their field is human'life, and In the mirror of
what are happily. called “the humanities” that life is
reflected. The statesman seeks to move men, and he
must study mankind—study them in the past, in his-
tory, in- the present, in current literature, and from
thence make his deductions for "the future. ‘With
truth did Pope write:

“The proper ‘study of mankind is man.”

That is.the highest kind of knowledge; for all so¢
cial Institutions are stable in proportion, as taey gte
based upon it, anad it is the most important to human
happiness. “Know 'thyself” ‘had the place of honor
among the maxims of the seven sages Inscribed upon
the temple of Delphi 500 years before Christ. . These
sages _were not theorists. They were statesmen, law-
givers, men of affairs, and, like the writers of Ecclesi-
astes and Proverbs, were ignorant of all we know as
exact sclence. Manners and ecircumstances ohange
but the master springs of conduct are unchanged, and,
in the great works of former ages, we may see our-
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I am making no attemp? to discuss these ques-
tions—to ‘do so:is beyond"my compétence. Fhéy are
present in the minds of all thoughtful men—they are
being worked out in this society and their bearing up-
on the main theme of this paper is that this new
theory is destroying materialism by eliminating the
material. It presents to us'a universe built up-—not
of matter, but of force. It‘opens up -the vision of a
grand unity-as the foundation. of reality. fter is
foreign .to us, but force we know, for surely ' the
human will is force, and passion and intellect are
forces, living and energizing in the world.. ' Physies
are being reconciled to metaphysics and the material'
dissolves into the immaterial. Lijterature and science
are travelling hBnd in hand into the region: of the
imponderable forces where dwells the hidden reality
of the universe. i i :

This increasing approximation of scientific theory
and speculative philosophy’is modifying also the
long . conflict’ ‘between . seience . -and’. religion.
Our . eminent - -felloy-countryman, ,George ' John.
Romanes, commented upon it 'in his -last " thoughts,
He drew the broad distinetion, that; while: &cience
dealt with proximate causes, in .whigh latter - cate-
gory he placed the human will, and he drged that our
undamental ideds of casuality and energy arise from
our consciousness of human will as a: self-originating
forcé. Now the chief value of literature is that it is
the crystallized product of the confliet ©f the will of
man with its: environment-+in . history and: archaeo-
logy—in the forms of thought is in language, gram-
mar and logic—in sociology and in law, as in morals
and politics. As sclence interprets. the ‘interplay of =
invisible and imponderable: forces, 'so also -literature
displays the myriad forces of the. will and mind of
man; and there is'no more reason to suppose one kind
of force perishes than the other. So Browning writes
in “Rabbi Ben Ezra”:

“Aill, that is at all, b
Lasts ever, past recall.
Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure.”

The pursuit of literature must then be of the first
importance as an incentive to action, and as'a means
of enlarging the capacity and happiness of mankind;
for it is in seciety that man finds his fruition.

Unless this world is a training school for the for-
mation of character, in other words; for the moylding
of the will, it is difficult to imagine its reasvn for
existing. ' In history, and moré esPecially in big-
graphy, we can trace taedevelopment .of character
acting and reacting in contact with other wills. FHis-
tory Is a continuous moral judgment. For better for
worse, the hdppiness of large masses of men——the fate
of empires often—hangs on the will'of one man; and
again when, from the fathbmless dépths of person=
ality,” a genius arises, like ‘Caesar or Napoledbn, ' the
destinies of thne world are changed. But sven com-
paratively insignificant men may start 'a’ coifiplete
series’ of sequences. ' There are points on the water
partings of our great rivers where a chance pebble
may divert a tiny rill into ‘the Gulf of Mexico or the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. So'it is at‘the Fountain heads
of history, The success of the Ameriean Revelution
was primarily due to:the omisslon of Lord: (leorge
Germaine \to notify Ho we of Burgoyne’s expedition
from Canada. - Burgoyhe,: - unsupported, surren-.
dered at Saratoga. and dec¢ided. the . intervention
of France. Tne American Revolution brought on the

-ye}!?!ujpon thé 'scroll of .-

- ; ’ R 7 ;
French :Revolution, and these two ‘events changed the
face of the world.  The fate of Canada-in 1776 hung
upon Carleton and ‘trembled in the balance on .the
night of ‘November 7, when the little party in Bouch-
ette’s barge took him safely to Quebec; paddling with
the palms of their hands as they passed through’the
narrow channel at the entrance of Lake St. Peter.
Again, in 1812, the fate of Canada hung upon Brock
when he boldly assumed the offensive and the surren-
der of Detroit and Michilimackinac heartened * -the
Canadians for the struggle.

Conduct-is the fruit, or fina] result, of character,
and the lives of great men are finger posts of guid-
ance, or beacons of warning, as we pass through life.
There lies the immense value of biography &nd es-
pecially 6f such works as Plutarch’s Lives. But
we need not go as far as Plutarch.” In a few weeks
we shall be celebrating the memory of Champlain, the
founder of our country-—not a great man as the word
is commonly uséd, but a model of perfect conduct in
every relation of life. Among the men who shine in
the annals of the western hemisphere, he stands
among the very first. Loyal to his king, constant tb
his country, faithful, brave, unselfish, an8 with full
confidence?in the future.of Canada, his recomi: is a’
source of* pride to every .Canadian and to all time

they will do. honor to themselves in "~ honoring  his *

memory. Every one trusted him, from the wild sav-
ages of the lakes to the king on the throne of France,
and he wag true to all. His influence still exists and
his noble character is still a power for good. ‘No
nobler theme can inspire our studies. Let us continue
to commemorate his life and deeds in the future as
the volumes of our Transactions show we have done
in the past.

History, as a department of literature, must not,
however, be confused with mere annals—dry necords
of occurrences like the compilations in almanags and
annuals. ' These are materials for history—the : dry
bones which must be clothed with flesh and blood’
and endowed with the breatn of life by the eo-ordin-
ating and vivifying power of the inteHect.: The facts
have not only to be ascertained but fused and brought
into relation with the sum of human experience in
which the universal principles which sway manKind
are embodied: The high creative imagination is ne-
cessary—the faculty by which the historian transports
himself into  strange or remote circumstances and
tarows his mind into sympathy with: the actogs of by-»
gone ages. Only in ‘that .way can he discern the uni-
versal and so impart unity:to his wark. ;

. ..To say that it is sometimes untrue is no meére a
reproach to history than to any-other branch of know-
ledge. Contemporary history is-séldom impartial. But
_the truth prevalls in the end, as has been ' notably
manifest in the case. of the American Revohition. For
& hundred: years never was history/so perverted, but,
within the last fifteen years, gur doyalist forefathers
hiave been more than justified by a- hew :scho6l of his- -
torlans| grouped daround ;thé greater Tipited./ States
‘universities, who, writing rro“xg original so 8, have
risen above the spedial pleading of'Bancra
rest, and admit’(to borrow one of their own
“th&t:false ‘and exaggeérated conceptions
- deSpotisyt ‘and tyranny had prevailed
literature.”” . So far- has this gane ;ms
history Unlone of the statd univ :
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the impenetrable. mystery 'of personality. ;Great poets
arise fromall-classes and under all ‘eircumstances.

. ‘Burps; was a.,plou%};m&nuxeata‘,ahsm_eon’s‘ appren-

,tioe’: Shakespeare had po regular education;:all three
ssprang fromy .4he people; Byroniwas a nobléman; Shel-
. ley-bélonged:to the gentry;:Milton and Tennysen were
the product of.a:complete university training. Genius
rises .superior to conditions of:birth,~and,~being in-

_:stinctively iin. harmony® withithe universal:conscious-

,méss of mankind transcends.the local and particular
and illuminates all it touches with .

*The light that never was on se'é.“o'r land, © :
The inspiration and the poets’ dream.”

Hereln lies the difficulty of the immediate appre-
ciation of the highest class of poetry. That in it
which is universal, appeals eventually to all sorts apd
conditions of men in all times afhfl'placées; but, in the
meantime, it is judged by the local and ' particular
element—the time—spirit ‘which environs us. Hence
the gravest mistakes both of appreciation and depre-
ciation have been made ajd even the French Academy
has not been.infallible. Glever’s * nidas” wgs re-
ceived with a general chorus of praise; it is now
practically unknown, Bailey’'s “Festus” was supposed
to’ be a poem for all time, but iz never mentioned
now. As for Tupper's “Proverbial Philosophy,” no-
.book in -recent times has had so great a sale; it is
now most deservedly -buried beyond hope. - On '.the
other -han@:*Paradise Lost” fell flat on the public
‘which ‘réstored the Stuarts, ‘while Butler’s *“Hudi-
bras” was received. with actlaim. “We all know :how
long Wordsworth, Browning and Tennyson had. to
wait for general recognition. '~ Sueh errors ‘manifest
the overpowering influence-of transitory conditions on
literary. judgments. . Some of Kipling’s work will suf-
fer from. the same cause and probably in proportion
to ‘its present popularity. SRt e de, =%

The principles of poetry were laid down: by Apis-
totle 4in 'his “Poeties” and Horace in his: “Art of Pge-
try.” © Art, including poetic art, Aristotle defined as an
imitation of nature. He did not mean”by that a sim-
ple ‘repetition or representation of mature; butsthat
the poet 48 in a' true sense a’ maker, and, while he
creates after the manner and on the lines of nature,
he'adds something from the ideal world of his imag-
Jnation—something higher, which nature was aiming
at but did not attain.j In illustration, take our own
national ‘emblem, the maple leaf. There aré no two
mature leaves precisely allke—there is something par-
ticular in each, but the variations are within fixed
limit. = Yet 'nature had in view an ideal form which
may+be seen in‘a’ youngleaf as it -unfolds. S8b alsé

* Turner reproduces Nature, but the landscape is glori-

fled by his genius. In like manrner a great portrait

: ‘painter reproduces the face of his original truly; but

at its highest expression. - He shows the man as he
might be—as God intended him to be.  In art then
the soul is exalted by.the contemplation~of the uni-
versal ideal and in that way shares the ereative rap--
ture of the poet. e 2

It follows from this that poetry has an entirely dif-
ferent canon of truth from history; for, while. history
deals with what has happened, poetry deals  with
what may happen.; Aristotle somewhat paradoxically
observes that ip is hétter ‘to follow. the ' impossible
which is probable than the improbable which is pos-
sible, There must be the truth of conS8istency. The
poem must. be congruous with the ideal or universal
basis of human nature, while that which is particular
or acclidental is of slight account.
Shakespeare's. “Winter's Tale” we are not troubled at
reading of a Shipwreck on the coast of Bohemid. In
reading the “Idylls of the King™ it 18 not the ‘least
important whether King -Arthur ever .lived.: The
character drawn by Tennyson is grand and noble—.
ideally true to universal-type.. So¢' also with Enoch
Anden. ‘How far the story ls'&,unﬂed con- fact 1s-im-
Jmaterial-—the type of heraic ;qg{;rs@cﬂhce is' felt to

*schools.

ory *

' the langu

Therefore . in '

be true and possible to human nature and so rests
the universal.

While the literature of a people is the expres
of the genius of that people, it is at the same tim:
formative power which moulds and:preserves nati
character.” Especially is this true of poetry, for ir
poetry the ideals of a people find utterance and, j
as the plays of Aeschylus #were both the outcom:
the stimulus of Greek national life.at. the cr
period of the Persian wars, so the plgys of Sh
peare were at once the epic of English history and
support of English freedom iin its struggle with Sp
ish despotism. 'Nations lige their liyes—they ri:
dure, and pass away.’ Knowledge has no bearing
their duration. Life is 'spiritual and the soul
people is not in what it has, ofwhat it knows of :
material world, but in the spiritual power of its
gregate personality. If material prosperity
have built up an empire, Carthage would have c
ed Rome, but Carthage is now nething but a
and its character and history are recorded only 1
enemies. Yet what impartial observer in thos
off days would not’ have anticipated .the succe
Carthage. She had commercial eminence, a powe
navy, and wealth without'end: While her antag:
was without money and had to learn the art of bu
ing ships, Carthage had commerce, manufactures, an(|
capital; but not one writer or bard K to kindle ti
flame of patriotism in her soul. As the nationaliii
of modern Europe crystallized out of the confusion
the middle ages a distinctive national'literature gr
up in each and embodied its ideal.” THe& ‘Arabs over-
ran Asia and Africa with a book, and the literarv
style _of the Koran was an important factor in its
initial reception in Arabia.

The great empires of the East, for'all their wealth
and power, passed away without leaving any records
save in the Greek and Hebrew historiea; but there
one small off-shoot of the Semitic race which has
been preserved to the present dgy by the power of its
literature. The Bible is, in fact, the literature of the
ancient Jewish nation. Its selection and preservation
form no part of my theme. My object. is to point out
the amazing power it has had.in preserving the He-
brew people through 2,000 years of unparalleled per-
secution. It contains all' forms 'of literature, but es-
pecially poetry, of the very highest order. The triumph
song of Miriam, the lament for Jonathan, the philoso-
phical @rama of Job, the sweet Edyl. of Ruth, the
grand, prophetic outbursts of Isaiah, the treasury of
the soul of all humanity in the Psalms, make the
book a wonder of literature,.and.a heavy responsibil-
ity rests upon the Philistines ‘who put it out .of the
Without king, noble; or priest; without
country, city or temple, without any material holding
ground, this book has 'kept alive the Jewish nation
in all lands and sup;l)orted it under the meost dreadful
oppression. Not only beside the rivers of Babylon,
but beside all the rivers of the habitable world, has
this people wept the bitter tears of .the.alien;. but
the power' of their literature kept the memory of
Zion perennially fresh in their souls,

During the last twenty-five years the ‘idea of a
Canadian nationality has beén rapidly growing, and
the change is reflected in our poetry. To weld all
Canada into°one nation is an arduous task and the
statesmen will'need the aid of the writers:of Canada.
The double history and origin -of our people. stand in
the way of that intimate fusion so important in the
formation of national solidarity. The problem is not
the /absorption of a few thousands of secattered for-
eigners; but to unite.in common aspirations the
French and' English elements of our society. That
was done: in England; but it took a:long time; for
our Edward the Third could not speak -English, and,
until the closing vears of his long reign, French only
{gﬁ.s :%gxﬂg 11% éﬁzmb‘i It;wamttlxl?‘dnmm%&bt

auc ch dex . issue, an s poetry fixed

\Xge we speak? ‘but, %’ﬂge thé victory at Que-
bec,: the "result’ was not: a' eenquest: for, while the
grammar ds Englhish -and th’nx}omm_op vocabulary is
Saxon, the majority of words in our dictionaries are

. of f'rench and Roman origin.'Fhis cannot be repeat-

ed,-for both languages are now fully formed by great
literatures, but much can be.done by frankly facing
th€ facts as they are, by having the outlines of ‘French
history - taught- in - the English* schosls and by pro-
moting the teaching of the Prench language in every
way short of rousing opposition by making it obliga-
tory. It is lgnorance which causes estrangemient.
In this respect the wark of our late:colleagus, Dr.
Drummond, has been most important. ' 'With.the. in-
sight of a trué poet, be discerned, through the outer
husk, the true nature of the Habitant, ‘and interpreted
the soul of one-third of our; people to the ether two-
thirds. For one hundred afid fifty years the Habitant
had lived his' seif-contained life.  Happy, contented
and good natured; he was untroubled by envy of his
richer neighbor. Those few of the English people
who knew the Habitant li)ced him, but did not’stop to
study him tuntil- Drummon#t: revealed ‘the " ntrinsic
worth of his character, hig simple fajth in God, -

The same tendency -is manifést in the unification
of our history hy the increased devotion of  English
Canadians to the study, in the original authorities of
the period of the French ime. The orfganization of
the Champlain Society of Toronto is only one.  in-
stanee, though a notable one, of the movemepnt in On-
tarjio. It is\now recognized that in the battles on the
Plains of .Abraham both sidesiwon. The English
troops. overran the country, but the French continued
to possess it - The French lost nething, but gained
free institutions; and, by dint of:long compamionship,
the English have come to regard the, history:of Old
Canada as theirs 'also. “While the! French Revolution
severed ‘the French-Canadians. from France, the se-
[quence of the American Reyolution severed the Eng-
llsh~Capa.d!ans from the English-speaking people to
the.South. - The two elements of our people are nearer
and more to each other tham to either of the nations
from which'they Sprang, and in the study of the his-
tory of their own' coux ‘the“two races find a bond
of common interest drawing them: dloser, year by
year, as they know each other better, .

N s 4

The broad field of human interest thus included
within the limits of literature has'been, in some im-
portant sections, diligently cultiyated by the fellows
of the Royal Society. The /monographs and papers
in the French and English. literary sections are so
numerous and valuable that'it has bséome impossible
.for anyone to- write upon.the history of the northern
part of this continent without reference to the series
of‘ our Transactions. 'The two sections have vied
‘with ieach other in.elucidating the Cartler voyages.
The Cabot voyages have been placed in their - true
historical 'setting, and the movemeént, which resulted
in’ the erection of the Cabot tower-at Bristol, Eng-
land, originated here. The tracks of. the eafly ex-
plorers have Dbeen traced, and, in short, there is

<searcely any part of the histery of Canada which

has not been treated ih scholarly monographs. Good
original work has been done in the, 'arch:glogy of the
Indian tribes and-in ‘the philology of the Indian lan-
guages. On looking over the index to the first and
«Second. series of our Transactions, compiled by Mr.
Suite, and just issuad, one is ,sumrisp(fn at the extent
and variety of the.information these volumes contaii.

Important as these studies have been in the past,
they must be considered only as a foundation for fu-
ture work. Thanks to' the intelligent liberality of our
Government, Ottawa is becoming a. resort for serious
students of American history. The Archives building
and its precious contents are'a monument of wisdom
which, while recognizing seience, is also. broad enough
fo acknowledge the ‘importance ‘of literature. It
stands. as an evidence of patriotic pride—pride in tne
stainless annals of our common: country—pride in
Champlain and Frontenac as well as Brock and Carle-
ton.. "Treasures of histony still unworked lie there
waiting for the diligent student, and in proportion as
our opportunities are great so also are our obliga-
tions. .Then, again, our- interests are widened by
the dual origin of our people. Two-languages awaken
our sympathies with two ‘distinct streams of ciliv
tion. The higtories of the'two great mother natio:
supply .us with an infinity of themes. Two great sv
tems of law and two widely different systems of set-
t!ement/broa en our outlook over the past and guide
us in our forecast of the future. 5

In literature, then, we find unfolded the chequered
story of the struggle of«the human soul with time
and circumstance. - Often defeated, but never despair-
'ing, the race of man /presses on its allotted coursc.
Faint but still pursuing, ‘it follows *its = ideals—th»
higher 'civilization in this world, the higher life in
the next. Science tells us that force.is never destrov-
ed, but transformed, and our life here is “a force,
:trufggn&' re&;niou;lwmn “dts. environment, and

; something higher; as the dragon fly strains
out of his muddy covering to Betome a living fiksh of
light in the sunshine, “ m r ,g
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