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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Mr. H. Stikeman, general manager of
the Bank of British North America,
while in Vancouver, was interviewed

sentially all of Canada, and forget to
what extent the Dominion, in its presert
status, is indebted to the men and to the
agencies which enlarged its nationa hori-
zon towards the Pacific Coast. All great
enterprises which lead in this direction
and affect our development are looked
upon with distrust. We are truly in-
formed that “the extension of the Grand
Trunk to the Pacific Ocean was severely
criticized in the East.” That is simply
an instance of our contention, and it
would never have been accomplished had
not it been that an equal portion was to
have been built in the East as a com-
pensation, even though the latter is to
be paid for wholly by the Dominion and
will be to a large extent unnecessary and
of little practical value in the scheme of
transcontinental traffic.

We know how bitterly the building of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, which,
as a national erterprise, has made the
Dominion, was opposed on the grounds
that it would unduly burden the older
provinces. We know, too, how 1:11e|
Crow’s Nest Pass Railway is" even to-
day regarded as a part of the tribute
paid to British Columbia by the people
of the East for its benefit, notwithstand-
ing that fer trade purposes the major
benefit goes to the Eastern trade cen-
res. It is to this sentiment of narrow

by a representative of the News-Ad-
vertiser. He was on his way East
after a visit to San Francisco. After
a few words of compliment for Van-
couver city, he referred to the condi-
tions in the Province, and regarded
with satisfaction the greater stability
of political affairs and the improved
financial management of Provincial
finances. He said that the increased
figure given for securities both of Vic-
toria and Vancouver was reassuring
and an indication of the more favor-
able light in which this Province isre-
garded in the money markets. In this
connection he ventures on some ad-
vice, as follows:

“You have here ‘great potentialities,
in the forests, mines and sea. Success
is only attained by untiring and inde-
fatigable effort, and if the lumberman,
the miner, the merchant and the fish-
erman, stick to their own lines of busi-
ness and strive earnestly forward, re-
sults are sure to come. When the
problem of profitably treating the im-
mense bodies of low-grade ore in Brit-
ish Columbia is solved, capital will flow
in in wunlimited quantities. Labor
should be reasonable, and I am cer-
tain any untoward condition which
may arise, and which always does at
times, will be sure to adjust itself.”

Mr. Stikeman outlines a policy of
immigration for this Province which
any person familiar with the condi-
tions, must approve of as most in har-
mony with its possibilities and re-
sources.

“When population comes in, then de- |

velopment will follow. It is best, per-
haps, that immigration should not
come In great hordes, but that people
should come here and discover the ad-
vantages for themselves, and by telling
their friends induce them to come.
Then settlement is sure and more sat-
isfactory. You know, Caleb and Joshua
were spies, sent to find out the re-
sources of the land, and that method is
always a good one to follow.”

Throughout the Province there is un-
doubtedly a feeling of greater confi-
dence in the future. Mining is on a
firmer basis. The speculative element
is largely eliminated, and the opera-
tions carried on are founded on busi-
ness prospects. When we hear of
smelters b‘emg(' enlarged and new
smelters in contemplation, we are as-
sured that the mining output must be
on the increase and that the business
arising out of the mining industry war-
rants the construction of the new lines
of railway already under way, con-
tracted for or immediately in contem-
plation.

Agriculture is in a particularly pros-
perous condition, and the prospects for
permanent and substantial increase
each succeeding year are practically
assured.

The lumbering industry, it is need-
less to say, is disorganized for the pres-
ent and somewhat depressed owing to
circumstances which are familiar to
our readers. Those engaged in it, how-
ever, are hopeful of an improved con-
ditien being brought about at an early
date. 3%

This is one of the years of anticipat-
ed big rung’ in salmon, and salmon can-
ners, while not too hopeful, are mak-
ing preparations for a more than aver-
age pack. If the run should fail it will
be an evidence of the effects of de-
structive methods of fishing on the
American side of the line, whicn are
beginning to have practical demonstra-
tion.

Speculation is busy as to railway
building, both in the northern and
Southern portions of the Province, and
the greatest fear to be entertained is
the occurrence of a boom, which has
its bad as well as its good results, and
often more permanent. A great many
persons are flocking into the northern
country, somewhat prematurely we
fear, in anticipation of railway con-
struction and development.

On the whole there are evidences of
greatly increased activity, and every-
thing points to 1905 as bound to be
an unusually busy year.

THE EAST AND THE WEST.

The Colonist has no quarrel with the
East, nor does it wish to inculcate a feel-
ing of distrust or separation. It believes
in an united Canada, and in a policy of
mutnal co-operation for the benefit of the
whole; but it protests against the nar-
rowness of vision and restricted sym-
pathies which characterizes so many of
the Bastern politicians and not a few of'
its newspapers. They are not blame-
able, perhaps, for much of this, because
their experience has been circumscribed
in many instances to the limits of their
own parish or province. Canada is a
vast domain and much of it is really un-
known to the average citizen of the older
provinces. This was probably true of
the greater number of us, at least so far
as the West is concerned, before the
journey through the Lake Superior wild-
ness, along the boundless prairies and
over the mountain ridges of the Pacific
Coast. The lack of appreciation of the
conditions of the West is accounted for
in a large measure from lack of knowl-
edge. A careful study of the history of
‘economic development of the country
west of the Great Lakes, and informa-
tion acquired by personal observation,
would remove much that now obstructs
the political vision. They fail to realize

the influence which the West, since it/|

has opened up, has exercised upon the
prosperity and destiny of Canada. They

provincialism that we owe the difficulty
of recognition for claims for Better
Terms, the difficulty now experienced in
obtaining subsidies to local lines, such
as have been built in great number in
the Eastern provinces, in British Colum-
bia. It is against the holding up of the

. P: R. and the G. T. P. against us, as
a bar to further railway extension in
this Province, that we protest. Millions
have been spent in the East for public
improvements and public works of all
kinds, and now when the public there
feel that the system of subventions has
about reached its limit for their require-
ments, they forget that British Colum-
bia is still where Ontario and Quebec
were years ago in point of development,
and wish to call a halt for good. If we
are to be part of Canada and to enjoy
the full benefits of Confederation, such
as are enjoyed in the Bast, our peculiar
circumstances, our financial requirements
and our needs of development, must be
realized and understood, and it is es-
pecially the duty of our representatives
to make this plain to the Government
and to Parliament.

i

THE GLOBE AS A CANDID FRIE‘ND.

The Toronto Globe does not now dis-
cuss at great length the educational
clauses of the Northwest Autonomy
Bill, but what it says is more forceful
- than formerly. It must be now classed
with those newspapers which have
been labelled “firebrands,” so that that
Darticular variety of political trade-
mark is not exclusively Tory. It gives
comfort to its Liberal friends as fol-
lows : .

“Those who suppose that opposition
to the educational clauses in the North-
west Autonomy Bills is confined to To-
ronto, and that it is dependent on

range-Toryism for its vitality, are
living in a fool’s paradise.

“The point of capital importance,
and which cannot be disproved by
shutting one’s eyes to its undesired
existence or by shouting bravely that
it does not exist, is the unmistakable
fact that not in Toronto alone, but in
Scores of centres throughout this Prov-
ince the sanest and steadiest and
most intelligent men cannot bring
themselves to approve of the Dominion
Parliament, on any pretext whatso-
ever, interfering in' the educational af-
fairs of the new Provinces. The men
who made this objection are not Tories.

They are not Orangemen. The ar
Liberals.” - g =

R

In confirmation of remarks elsewhere
in regard to the condition of the min-
ing industry, the following appears in
the B. C. Mining Exchange for April:
“Indications, as far as can be judged
from’ the returns for the first quarter
®f the current yedr, would seem: %o
point to a very active mining season in
British Columbia, and the probable
breaking of many records in shipment
and production. The Boundary, some
particulars concerning which appear
elsewhere in this issue, is a leader in
this satisfactory advance.”

——

The Toronto News does not think
that the Grand Trunk Pacific is war-
ranted in going to a Province or a
municipality and declaring that it shall
not receive the full benefit of the line
unless further aid is given. It holds
that the Provinces and municipalities
along the line are entitled to all the
benefits incidental to construction and
operation, inasmuch as the railway is
liberally subsidized by the Dominion,
and the people upon whom the further
tax is imposed have to contribute to
the general liability created by the
Federal assistance given to the railway.
The Grand Trunk Pacific, however, is
not the only sinner in this respect. The
Canadian Pacific Railway formerly
adopted such a policy, but experience
has taught that corporation that, in
the long run, it was not good business
and more was lost than gained there-
by. A corporation may be soulless and
without sentiment, but the good-will of
l.the whole community is, after all,
worth more to it than the temporary
advantages gained by a subsidy or by
the sidetracking of a town or locality
because it does not make concessions.

THE GORGE AND VICTORIA DAY.

We heartily agree with the Times in
‘the position it has taken with reference
to the decision of the Celebration Com-
mittee to abandon the Gorge as a place
for the holding of the aunual regatta.
Public sentiment in Victoria is decidedly
opposed to such a change, and if persist-
ed in will materially interfere with the
success Of the celebration. Apart from
the fact that it has by the usage of years
become almost sacred to the purposes of
Victoria Day, there is no other point
that could be selected which affords so
many facilities for sightseeing and so
much comfort and pleasure for sight-,
seers. While the regatta itself is soine-
what hackneyed aud often monotonous
for those who have attended it year in
an year out, at the same time it is an
event of peculiar interest to the younger
people, and to them it has the pleasure
and ‘excitement of a pienic and outing,
to which the natural picturesqueness and
ensemble of the Gorge contribute ma-
terially. The regatta at the Gorge is
now peculiarly an institution of Victoria
which the citizens as a whole will not
willingly give up. :

THE WAR SITUATION.

~ The Russian-Japanese war has devel-
oped into a game of naval strategy. Lit-
tle or nothing is known of the movements
in Manchuria. They are probably de-
gendent upon the issue between the

eets of TPogo and Rojestvensky, so that
the latter commands and monopolizes
practically the entire interest in the

are apt to, and do-‘stlll. look upon (holoperations at present. Military critics! .
older provinées in which they live as es-

have been expressing opinions as to the
probablé outcome of the game of hide-'
and-seek now going on; but apart from
the passing interest attached to them '
they are useless upon which to base any
conclusions. Both fleets are so far fronr
any source of intellizence and the plans
of the respective admirals are so conceal-
ed and masked by artful stratagem that
it is absolutely useless even to speculate.
So far Rojestvensky, in the opinion of
experts, has scored. Should he by clever
manoeuvering succeed in effecting a
juncture with Nebogatoff’s small squad-
ron, which is already reported, and, by
evading Togo, reach Vladivostok, the
Russians would then occupy a strong
position relatively with Japan, and the
god 6f war would wear a more smiling
face for them. At Vladivostok the
Russians have two of the most effective
cruisers in either fleet and we might
then anticipate a remewal of the raids
upon shipping between Japan and Corea
and Manchuria, which took place earliec
in the war. It would also interrupt com-
munication between Japan and the
Mainland and thereby seriously handi-
can the land ecampaign of the Japanese.
The defeat of Togo would entirely alter
the complexion of affairs and give a
new turn to the war. The sea-coast of
Japan would be rendered defenceless

| and would be subject almost immediate-

ly to harrying attacks from detachments
of the Russian fleet. It is pointed out
that Oyama, cut off from his base of
supplies, would be helpless so long as he
could not control the Siberian Railway
from Harbin to Vladivostok; and that,
in that event, th» Russian general would
leave Oyama in Manchuria and shift the
scene of his operations to Japanm, or, in
oher words, carry the war into Afriea in
an unexpected way. j
'However, this is all on an assumption
of the worst happening to Japan. Ro-
jestvensky has a long distance to sail be-
fore reaching Vladivostok, every foot of
which is beset with danger. Even if he
should succeed in slipping past Togo,

pursued hotly by the latter, whose ships
are faster and more numerous. In mod-
ern warfare a whole fleet, or the effect-
ive portion of it, is liable to be destroyed
in one or two encounters, and, there-
fore, as so much depends upon the issue,
on2 can readily understand how wary
Admiral Togo will be in his tactics. He
is not likely to stake the fortunes of war
upon a single throw of the dice. To be-
gin with, he has all the advantages of
the situation on his side. Although he
has fewer battleships, he has on the
whole a more effective fleet. He is fight-
ing near the base of his supplies, while
the Russians are far away and are plac-
ed at greater disadvantage each day om
this account. He has a greater number
of guns and is stronger in every point of
comparison, in men, in length of gun
range, in the speed of ships, in fighting
experience and in local knowledge of the
waters. It is to be assumed, therefore,
that he will keep close to his own coast
and base of supplies, both for purposes
of easy escape and for the safe convey-
ance of captured ships in case of victory.

ports. These will naturally be the ob-
Ject of Togo’s attack, and for this par:
pose he will doubtless diligently employ
torpedo boats, of which he has a large
number. The loss of the transports
would mean certain victory for the Jap-
anese without striking another blow.

which may be questioned, he would bhe !

The Russian fleet is hampered by trans-

'VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST, TUESDAY. MAY 2, 1905,

e

FARMERS' INSTITUTES.

The consideration of the success of the
Farmers’ Institutes of British Colambia
is suggested by the receipt of the tenth
report .of the Farmers’ Imstitute of On-
tario for the year 1904, The report of
the Superintendent to the new Minister
of Agriculture refers briefly to the year's
work and points out that the records
show there was a falling off in both
membership and attendance during the
year. This, however, was attributable
to unfavorable  weather on account of
which a number of meetings had to be
cancelled. It is gratifying, the report
states, to know that the great majority
of the officers throughout the Province
are entering into the work with renewed
energy, notwithstanding the disappoint-
ments of the past season, and are most
hopeful for a largely increased attend-
ance and membership during the coming
season. The Superintendent lays stress
upon several special features of work
carried on by the Institutes of Ontario.
One of these is known as “Good Seeds"”
in connection with which a number of
the Institutes have arranged for Seed
Fairs. They have instituted what is
known as Judging Classes. At the lat-
ter those in attendance are given an op-
portunity of placing, in order of merit,
the amimals being judged; in other
words, classes are conducted in which
the defects and merits of animals are
pointed out and discussed. This is simi-
lar to work done by Dr. Black, Deputy
Minister of Agriculture of Manitoba, at
New Westminster on one occasion. An-
{ other feature is am excursion to the
| Agricultiral College at Guelph in order
. that the farmers may inspect the crops
| and see for themselves what is being
i done in an experimental and educational
way. We are informed that over 45,000
| visited that institution in Jume. The
work of the regular Institutes have been
supplemented by the formation of Wo-
men’s Institutes throughout the Pro-
. vince, the membership of which has ma-
| terially increased.

. In connection with the Farmers’ In-
stitutes of this Province a great many
are of the opinion that they are apt to
become affected with dry-rot. There
seems to be a lack of interest in the
meetings and little of special or practical
work is being done to ‘‘enthuse” the
members. The most prominent criti-
cism in this respect is that special needs
| of districts are not taken up and con-
sidered as they should be. It is well
known that the requirements of each
district of this Province vary more, per-
haps, than those in any other Province

‘of the Dominion and consequently re-

quire-a special and careful study. Even

i the Central Farmers’ Institute, which
ought to be a very representative and
useful body, has accomplished little else
than passing a number of resolutions,
few of which are carried into practical
effect. These organizations cost the
iGovernment a considerable sum of mon-
ey each year and the public naturally
look for results in some measure com-
mensurate with the expense. Needless
to say, there exists opportunities for
useful work on special lines having in
| view special needs of distiicts.

{THE DOMINION GOVERNMENT'S
RAILWAY POLICY.

W had the other day an editorial opin-

{ ion telegraphed from Ottawa with ref-

His plan of action, from the ordinary A ereuce to the Coast-Kootenay Railway
layman’s’ point of view, will in all prob- | and its prospects of obtaining a subsidy.
ability be one -of harassment, until at . From that it is gathered that it is the
least the Russian fleet is well into the feeling in Parliamentary circles, if not
Chinese Sea, and then a sudden attack ‘the policy of the Govérnment, to drop
in force when a favorable opportunity Subsidy-giving for a.time, and give those
presents itself. THxperts largely agree railways which have had subsidies a
that Rojestvensky is rushing to certain chance to demongtrate the wisdom or un-
doom. He no doubt felt the gravity of-. Wisdom of ‘the .aid that has been grant-
his situation when he sent his laconic : d. In other words, the Dominion Gov-
despateh, in which it was intimated that ; érnment having exhausted itself, so to
he was resolved upon victory or death. |Speak, in subsidizing railways in the
4 East and in building transcontinental
A lines, will call a halt just as conditions
THE YELLOW RACE PROBLEM. |in British Columbia demand special at-
ey tention as te its trangportatio_n require-
The Argonaut and Chronicle of San ments..We do. not wish particularly to
Francisco are waging a war against the “Tefer to the Coast-Kootenay line, imme-
Orientals, Japanese as well as Chinese, diately in question, as opinions may nat-
Some extracts from the Argonaut on the urally be divided upon the merits of the
subject have appeared in the Colonist. DProposal which the Dominion Govern-
Their attitude is provoking considerable ; ment is asked to consider in that case,
discussion in the eity of the Golden but to the railway situation in general
Gate. ' John P. Irigh, of the same city," in this Province. :
whom the Argonaut deseribes as 2 man ~ We have not the: slightest doubt but
of years and wisdom, writes a letter to ' that the people of Eastern Canada ima-
the editor in which he favors the immi- gine the Dominion Goverpment has done
gration of Chinese and Japanese in pref- a tremendous lot for British Columbia,
erence to what takes place from the and that the people of this Province
countries of Southern Europe. Upon  should be prefoundly grateful for the
that point he says: ., | mercies they have had extended already.
" “We receive sometimes in one month ' They unctuously point to the C. P. R.,
s great a number of immigrants from the building of which they say was the
Southern Europe as the total of Chinese price paid for bringing British Colam-

and Japanese immigration from the be-
ginning. Ninety per cent. of this ‘horde’
.from Sounthern Europe recruits the ranks
of the avowed enemies of our public
school system. They outlaw American
boys from apprenticeship to handicrafts.
They bring the ‘Mafia,’ the °‘Black
Hand,’ the ‘Camorra’ and the vendetta.
‘What has our blood to gain by assimi-
lating the moral and physical degenera-
tion they bring? hy tax our national
digestion with such a task? Against
what national disease can we safeguard
by vaccination with this virus? It isa
fine old romance that we get vigor and
virtue in the process, but the hypothesis
has been permitted to become axiomatic
without being proved. We go on re-
peating it because somebody said it be-
fore us. Why not examine the matter
before giving judgment? Why not treat
all immigration alike, restrict all alike,
and give the country a chance-to digest
the mass that is already ingested?” ;
The Argonaut in reply to Mr. Irish
expresses amazement at the position he

to a consideration of the questions in-
volved. It traces the development of
the yellow race in Asia throughout a
number of centuries, during which little
or nothing was thought of its possibili-
ties or destiny as a race problem of the
future. !

It comments upon the dominancy of
the white race throughout three centur-
ies, the hand of which was on every
land, its strength felt and acknowledged
by all the world and believing the eartl
in its fulness to be its inheritance, SR
says the Argonaut, ‘‘a day ago Asia
was but a land where the merchant of
the favored and God-chosen race might
enrich himself; never had doubt for the
shadow of an instant entered the soul
of the white race but that it should, in
the end, rule every sea and every land
which the sun in its circuit shqne. Sud-
denly now we see that while we, the
white race, were achieving all these spec-
tacular material’ results, the great yel-
low race, seemingly inert, had in reality
been developing itself individually into a
human type even better fitted for the
sheer struggle of existence than we are
ourseives.” The Argouuut then goes on to
disecuss the gemius of the Chinese and
the yellow race in mastering the inven-
tions of the whites, its great fecun-
dity, its health, its ability to endare, to
perform severe labor, its industry, and
its tendency from economic necessity to
outrun the bounaries of China and Jap-
an. *“Room! room! room!’ says the Ar-
gonaut, would be the ery of the swarm-
ing millions whose isolation of centuries
is ended forever and who has begun on
a conquering and expanding career. This
is the conclusion which our contempor-
ary forms and which it regards as only
tov serious:

“It is only in such light from the fu-
ture that the present rather insignificant
Japanese immigration can be rightly
viewed. - It is the first wavelet of a tre-
mendous flood, the almost sporadic fore-
rumuer of such an army of clamorers to
our land or our markets as we ghall
hardly be able to restrain. And if Jap-
an beats Russia and gets from her such
an indemnity as will permit Japan to
build an enermous fleet, the conflict econ-
omic may engender wars sanguinary
sooner than we think. Perhaps the ul-
timate conflict can by no means be avoid-
ed. The world is too small to hold in
peace two strong, militant, by pature
antagonistic, competing races. The Pa-
cific is too narrow a sea to permit of
amicable and long-enduring peace be-
tween two antagonistic races, each im-
perialistic, each expanding, each jealous
of prestige, each lustful for power. We
do not speak of today or tomorrow, of
next year or the year after. The mills
of the gods grind slowly,”

takes and devotes the whole of one page ]

bia into Confederation. They point,
also, to the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway,
which received the largest known sub-
sidy, as a particular instance of Fed-
eral generosity to the Province: and as
the climax of benevolence we have ‘the

Grand Trunk. Pacific thrown ‘at oar

heads—a railway which costs the Pro-

vince “not cne cent of money or an acre
of land.” ‘There are also, of course,

a few small subsidized lines, such as the

Shuswap & Okanagan, the Columbia &

Kootenay, and the Nakusp & Slocan.
« Taking, however, the magnitude and
cost of the first three, and on the face
of it they woild seem to be large sacri-
fices in the interests of the West. As
a matter of fact, in effect, they are like
big rivers which have their source in
British Columbia, but debouch in the
East. Their benefits flow into the sea
of commerce in Eastern Canada, which
is repleted, ;while we are drained.

While originally the Dominion Gov-
ernment undertook the C. P, R., as part
of the Terms of Union with this Pro-
vince, it had loug been advocated as a
national necessity, and in the end has
proved to be the salvation of Canada.
Commercially, it has afforded a market
of great value to Eastern manufactur-
ers and merchants, and politically it has
welded Confederation into an indis-
soluble entity, not otherwise possible.
For one dollar of benefit to British Co-
lumbia, however, it has been eight dol-
lars to the rest of Canada.

Taking, again, the Crow’s Nest Pass
Railway, which is part of the C. P. R.
system, it was not'built out of deference
to or with any reference to British Co-
| lumbia’s interests. The liberal assist-
i ance, which rendered its construction
' possible, was primarily due to the in-
- fluence of Messrs. Cox and Jaffray at O .-
. tawa, who had secured the coal rights in

certain lands in Southeast Kootenay.
{ The “pull” of these gentlemen was aug-
mented by powerful Board of Trade rep-
i Tesentations from Montreal and Toronto,
{ the merchants and manufacturers of
which wanted a direct route into the
Kootenay markets. One of the things
which is referred to as a ‘“quid pro quo”
exacted of the Dominion Government
for the assistance rendered, was a re-
duction in freight rates on goods from
the East to the West; but we have yet
to learn that British Columbia received
any reductions in freight on lumber, fish
or fruit from the West to the East as a
quid pro quo for the loss of trade which
went to the wholesale centres of Eastern
Canada as a consequence of the building
of that line. . The concessions granted
were all one-sided. It is needless to say
that the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway gives
the Fastern wholesaler a great advan-
tage in the markets of the southern in-
terior over wholesalers of British Co-
lumbia. We are not arguing that it was
not good policy to build that road or that
there were not great incidental benefits

‘arising therefrom; but we simply wish to
combat the superstition prevalent in the
Bast that it was built peculiarly and
specially in the interests of this Province.

8 a practical railway enterprise, it had
its mainspring in two factors, both East-
ern—one was the desire of Toronto capi-
talists to secure and develop coal prop-
erties in the Crow’s Nest Pass, and the
other the strong pressure brought to bear
from the commercial centres in order to
obtain direct communication with the
mining districts of Kootenay.

Turning to the Grand Trunk Pacific,
it is too early yet to indicate its benefits
to British Columbia, but, as it will be,
it will represent the enterprise of East-
ern politicians and Eastern railway men
and Eastern interests. Up to the pres-
ent we are in doubt if we shall reap any
of the incidental benefits of constfuction.
The general manager avers that we shall
not unless we pay the price. ' It was a
eontract, forced upon us by a combina-
tion of railway men and politicians. We
had no voice in it. We were not consult-
ed, nor were our wishes respected. Nev-
ertheless the G. T. P. will be held up
to us as an example of the self-sacrifice
of the East for the West. Now that
Eastern political and business interests
are satisfied for the time being, Parlia-
ment will take a rest and let the rail-
ways with which it has helped to grid-
iron the country east of the Rockies
demonstrate their usefulness.

Outside of the C. P. R. and the Crow’s
Nest Pass Railway, which is really part
of the main system, since 1882 there
have been some 115 or 116 railways in
Canada subsidized, for which the sub-
sidy has actually been paid. Of that
number five have been built in British
Columbia. The total amount of subsi-
dies for such lines has been $27,712,000.
Of that sum British Columbia has re-
ceived $1,271,415 for purely local lines.
Now it appears that as the big fish have
beer fed as much as they may reasonable
expect and that ag in the East. where
the people’s wants have been largely
supplied, and a sentiment has been de-
veloped opposed to further subsidization,
the line is to be drawn sharply and the
Province, which has contributed so mueh
more to the general revenues of' the
Dominion than it has received back, 1s
to suffer. It is the one Province in the
Dominion, whose development requires
railway construction above all other re-
quirements, and the Province most diffi-
eult in which to interest capital for that |
purpose on account of the expensive i
character of construction. We are thus i
‘doubly handicapped in our relations with {
the Dominion through the inability or !
‘disinclination of the Eastern politicians,
who wield the power, by reason of num-
bers %0 appreciate our position, our con-
ditions and our requirements.
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TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS

haps be pardomed tor attempting to resent
the “back-handéd’ knock that is administer-
ed at the same time to one ‘of the greatest
aids that science has givem to suffening
fumanity in the much-abused spectacles.

Your correspondent seems to be un-
aware of the fact that nearly every 'iving
person has some defect of vision. It is
not alone the aged that need glasses, nor
those exclusively who are unable to see,
either at long or short range, as was once
—and maybe still is—popularly supposed.
As a matter of fact, many need to wear
glasses who have better eyesight than
those who do not.

Few people appreciate how great an in-
fluence is exercised upon the entire physical
condition of man by the eyes. They con-
nect with the whole nervous system, and
when out of order wear out the body more
quickly, surely and completely than any-
thing eyse. Indeed, most of the natural
ills which flesh is heir to may be placed
to the eyes. This can be proved quite
easily, even by one who, like the writer,
can lay claim to no particular scientific
knowledge. A few examples will suffice:

In an Ontario town all the children of
one family seemed doomed to death from
consumption, and two, if not three, actual-
iy died after being pronounced in the last
stage of that dread disease. A The father
and mother were robust Scots, but the
children sickened as they reached fifteen
years, and doctors seemed unable to aid
them, and after much persuasion one of
them was induced to wear glasses, and
showed signs of rapid improvement, but
allowed a false sense of the alleged ugli-
ness of her appearance with ‘“goggles’” to
lead to their rejection—ard she too died,
a pronounced consumptive. The only one
of the family who persevered with the use
of glasses—a young girl—recovered and
was afterwards able to earn her living as
a seamstress, asing a sewing machine,
which is perhaps the hardest kind of labor
ever devised for a woman.

Another young woman was on the bor-
der of the grave, ani only as a last re-
sort allowed a slight operation to be per-
formed on one of her eyes,  following it
with the use of glasses. She speedily re-
covered and suffered no more from the ab-
scesses which had been continua.ly form-
ing all over her body, and today is a re-
markable specimen of healthy womanhood.

Many similar examples that have come
under the personal observations of the
writer might be quoted. Although doubt-
less one connected with the care of the
eyes in a professional way might do bet-
ter, enough has been stated to show that
it is not the electric light, or even faddism,
that causes glasses to be worn so generally
as they are by young people, Personally
the writer can testify to great benefit be-
ing received in the relief of strain upon
the nervous system, amounting at one time
almost to prostration, by the use of eye-

glasses.
YOUR EYES.

WANTED-AGENTS.

WANTED—Gentlemen or ladies—$800 per
year and expenses; permanent position;
experience unnecessary. M. A. O’Keefe,
157 Bay street, Toronto. apl3

RE COMMERCIAL TRAV ELERS"
TAX.

Sir—Why should not the Bastern manu-
facturers and wholesale.merchants contrib-
ute to our revenune? Every article that the
ordinary man wears, almost every mouth-
ful he eats, I8 imported. Then, why should i
they not contribute in a mild way to ourl
province? The Eastern and United States
points have their representatives in Brit- |
ish Columbia today in hundreds, soliciting
orders for future use; while British Colum-
bia has not a single traveler in Eastern

e OBSERVER,

CAPTAIN VAN KOUGHNET.

Sir—1n the Colonist of the 26th you an-
nounce the death of Captain’ Van Kough-
net, C.M.G., R.N.,, and say that he had
seen considerable naval service. It may
interest some of your readers to know that
besides serving in the Lake squadron dur-
ing the Fenian Raid (1866-68); he was
with the naval brigade dnring the severe
fighting in the Soudan and the Nile ex-
pedition for the relief of Khartoum, and
wore the Humane Soclety’s medal in addi-
tion to his other numerous decorations.
The C. M. G. was given him <“or his ser-
vices as transport offieer in 1899-1900.

WM. ED. ROBBINS.

A THE REGATTA.

Sir—Is it yet too late to enter a pro-
test against the decision reached by the
celebratidn committee, to hold the regat-
ta this Empire Day on the harbor instead ,
of at the Gorge according to time-honored
precedent? { hope not, for I, with many
others, am  convinced that the moving of

POULTR®Y AND LIVESTOCK.

FOR SALE—Bay ‘mAare, betwe‘e;'ii)o and
1,000 1bs.; good roadster. Apply F. Hew-
ett, Metchosin. ap29

FOR SALE—Grey horse; Jersey cow. fresh
and big milker, for sale. Prices reason-
able. Apply Dyne’'s ranche, West road,
North Saanich. ap29

FOR SALE—15 fine young pigs, $2.50 each.
Apply A. E. Gale, Keating P. O. ap27

FOR SALE—Two dozen laying henms, $9
per dozen, from good laying strain. J.
Watt, Heal’s P. O. v 28

FOR SALE—Single comb Rhode Island
Red and Silver Laced Wyandottes’ eggs
for hatching, from prize winning stock,
$2.50 pe~ settimg; fertility guaranteed.
Geo. C. Anderson, Savoy 'Cigar Store.

BUFF ORPINGTONS—Prize pen, $2; util-
ity, $1; White, $2; Pekin ducks. 73c. set-
ting Miss Turner, Cadboro Bay road.
Tel. B337. : apl8

BGGS FOR SETTING—It Is stated by all
who have seem my Barred Rocks they
are the finest flock they have seen in
these parts—price 50c. per dozen. John
C. Mollet, South Salt Spring P. O.,
B. “C. ! . apll

FOR SALB—Heavy draught horse for sale.
Apply at B. C. Soap Works. ' ap9

GRANDVIEW POULTRY YARDS—@reat
est laying strain White Leghorns, 12

firsts and speclals Victoria and Vancou-
ver, last January; hatching eggs guar-
anteed. Free circular. J. J. Dougan,
Cobble Hill, B. C. ap21

FOR SALE—Eggs from hens guaran.e-d
to lay not less than 200 eggs each per
year; White, Brown, Black Leghorns,
White, Buff, Barred -Rocks, $1.00 per
setting. Mrs. Edith Stewart, Chemalnus.
All prize birds, or bred from such. pe9

ADARE POULTRY FARM—Wm. Baylis,

Ross Bay, Fairfield Road, Victoria, B. C.

Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred

and vigorous stock. Barred Plymouth

Rocks, from first prize birds; S. C. Black

Minorcas; S. C. Brown Leghorns; Ton-

louse geese; Pekim ducks. Al ezgs tested

before shipping and warranted from
cholce matings. Orders taken at Brown

& Cooper’s, Government street, or by

post card to P. O. Box 580, Victorla,

MAYWOOD POULTRY YARDS—Light
Brahma and B. P. Rocks, $1.50 per set-
ting, from prize-winners Victoria pouttry
show. Apply J. H. Hughes, Maywood
P. O, or Speed Bros.,, Fort street. ap2

FOR SALBE—An extra good family cow;
big milker; very qulet; part Jersey;
fresh calved; young .third calf. Apply
34 South Turner street, James Bay. ap2

SILVER GREY DORKINGS—Cocks, $5;
hens, $3; 15 eggs, $2; 100 eggs, $10—all
prizes Nanaimo, all Victorla, bar third
pullet. D. W. Majnguy, Chemainus, B.C.

FOR SALE—Good dairy cow. Apply Hip-
wood, Cedar Hill road, Oaklands. ap30

FOR SALE—Bay horse, about 1,100 Ibs.;
can be seen at J. Snow’s, 6 Burnside
road. ap30

FOR SALE—Heavy mare, with harness
and dump cart, cheap. Apply 135 Doug-
las street. ap29

FOR SALE—A young, sound, good temper-
ed driving and saddle horse; sorrel; to
he seen at Barlow’s stables. P. O. Box

112, ap30
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VANCOUVER, B.C.

Has well known specialists at the head

of its Commercial, Shorthand, Telegraphy,

Academy, Techmical, and Art departments,
Send for prospectus for our correspond-

ence courses, which are a speclalty.

R. J. SPROTT, B.A., .....PRINCIPAL

H. A. SCRIVEN, B.A,,....VICE-PRIN.

DAVID BLAIR, Esq., Technical Master

L

We Will Sell You

BLUE STORE

12 lbs. for $1.00.

!

Formaldehyde
2 Pints for $1.00.
Packed securely and f.o.b. Victoria.

Send us your orders for auy re-
quirements in the Drug line.

Terry & Marett

‘MAIL' ‘ORDER DRUGGISTS.
Victoria, B. C.

this feature as proposed would militate
greatly against the success of Victoria’s
annual carnival. The great difficulty
with respect to the regatta at the Gorge
in past years has arisen through the
transportation problem. To meet this the
tramway has just been extended to the
Gorge, work being rushed in order that
the line might be in readiness for the
quick and ‘economical handling of Empire
Day holiday makers. It seems peculiarly
unfair to the tramway company and to the |
public now to make the change. Nor do I |
believe that in view of the new transport- |
ation conditions, business men would vary
the amount of their celebration contribu-
tions prejudicially, as has been suggest-
ed. The windy weather of the past few
days may be taken as a hint of another
‘argument against the harbor course. With
the prevalence of the weather conditions
now to be noted, a regatta on the harbor
could not be made a signal success. Af the
same time the chances of accident wouild
be multiplied, and spectators would not
have the same plesaant facilities for en-
Joying themselves as are presented with
choice of the historic Victoria Arm course.

DISINTERESTED.

THE HARBOR VS. THE GORGE.

Sir—As a subscriber to the funds for
the celebration of Victorla Day, U protest
against the idiotic proposition to hold the
regatta on the waters of the harbor. Had
I known that any such foolshness would
prevail I never would have contributed
one cent, and several contributors with
whom I have spcken have expresséd a
similar idea.

To my mind a regatta al Victoria with-
out the beautiful environments of the
Gurge would be Hke the play of Hamlet
with Hamlet left out, and there can be
but one explanation to the proposed
change—it is for the special benefit of the
saloons, because there is not one single
g00d argument in ravor of. the change;
while clear business policy as well as
aesthetic considerations would dictate the
holding of the regatta at the Gorge. Just
stop for a moment to consider what the
efiect of the change will have on visitors—
will it not be palpable that trade, and
the liquor trade at that, was the prime
idea underlying the regatta, with the re-
sult that Victorla and her shoddy celebra-
tlon would be avoided for ever afterwards.
On the other hand, every one of the thou-
sands of visitors who have enjoyed a re-
gatta at the Gorge have gone away sound-
ing the city’s praise, and year after year
haye come back again to enjoy the de-
lights of this annual festival on Victoria‘s
bewitchingly beautifvl stretch of water
known as the Arm.

No, sir, let a public meeting be called
to consider the matter, and I venture to
say that in the proportion of 99 out of
every 100 they will vote for a regatta at

the Gorge,
OLD-TIMER.

A BY-STANDER'S VIEW

Sir—For a diffident by-stander ard one
who shrinks from the use of the inkpot,
your correspondent, Mr. Gilbert Malcolm
‘Sproat, is entitled to congratulations for
*Ne way in which he has registered his
kick against the electric light service of
Victoria. As a visitor to your charming
city, the writer does not feel called upon
to discuss that subject. but he may per-
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I Q l i t
Our increasing business testifies n& only
to the purity and quality of our dmgs,

but also to our proficlency and pr ness
in filling prescriptions. B

: Housekeepers should see Carbolic Soap—
10c., 3 for 25c.

CYRUS H. BOWES

98 Government Street, nmear Yates Street;
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California Canned Fruits

CRAWFORD PEACHES (Grifin’s Extras), per tin ....coeeveennns.. 230
BARTLETT PEARS (Griffin’s Extras), Per tiN ..eocueseveseensss... 30c.
MOOREPACK APRICOTS (Griffin’s Extras), per tin ............... 25c.
SLICED PEACHES (Fleckinger’s), per tin u..eeeeene..

GARDEN
...HOSE...

It is poor policy to ‘buy cheap hose,
as it never gives satisfaction for lo g
—Call and examive Qur OWN
Brand uP” Garden Hose
—Extra heavy, in 4 and 5
dly — We keep this in all sizes and
fally warrant it . ; { :
Woodyatt’s Lawn Mowers
12 inch to 18 inch cuts—With 12} in,
wheels. The rest mowers on themarket
Garden Tools of al' kints —
Grass and Hedge Trimmers

E. G. PRIOR & CO,
LTD. LTY. VICTORIA B. C.

:..‘.Q.O....t..l...‘ .O!.OO....Q‘Q.....00.'...‘.....‘

B* & K. ROLLED WHEAT

Is manufactured entirely from a biended wheat, containing the most nutri-
tive qualities and a flavor solely its own.
Put up in 10-lb. sacks, at all Grecers. Try 1t}

THE BRACKMAN-KER MILLING COMPANY, LIMITED

Use our Phome.
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