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A R%EBACK.

Sir: I observe in an election document
which ‘was scattered broadeast on Satur-
day, but received by me too late to take
any notice of, the following paragraph:
“A fire was discovered in Harry D,
Helmcken's home on Thursday by his
Chinese servant.” In justice to my em-
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Kitchener appears to have done some
very rapid work in getting down to
Methuen’s assistance and aiding him in
inflicting a crushing defeat upon Dewet’s

enable Methaen

across the Orange River Colony, if it is
deomed best for him to follow up Steyn.
Not much surprise need be felt at the
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factor in the situation. If the whole
cabinet had been -elected, Mr. Martin
might have some shadow of an excuse
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POLITICAL CHAOS.

temporary cut in the railway and tele-
graph line. Roberts advanced very
_ rapidly, and it was clear from the de-
. spatches that the force, which had been
operating - along the vB,e'chuanaland
grontier, had not been wholly accounted
for. It will be remembered that a very
. mobile commando was at Thaba 'Nechu,
and though it was driven back it was
not ‘dispersed. Possibly it -is from this
" that the raiders upon the railway were
. made up. The road is now clear again
“and is not likely to be. seriously inger-
rupted in the future.
.- The Middleburg road, on which Botha
" had ‘posted himself and where Roberts
attacked him, extends due east from
Pretoria and parallel with the railway.
Botha’s posifion cannot be far from
Elands River station, which must not be
confounded with Flandsfontein. The lat-
ter is near J: ohannesburg; the former ison
the railway from Pretoria to Middleburg
and Delagoa Bay. We judge from the
report of the fight that Botha will be
driven back.  Roberts would hardly

Could popular condemnation be stronger?
The regular opposition vote alone more
than doubled that of the government can-
didates.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.

AD we wish to say on the quéstion of
Responsible Government this morning i8
that, whatever else the result of the elec-
tion teaches, it has been made abundant-
Iy clear that the province is determined |
to have preserved in its integrity the!
British  system of government, For
nearly two years the Colonist has fought

sense of duty has kept- us from giving
up the contest, because of the constant
iteration of the same arguments which |
it was necessary to make. But our read-
ers have been patient, and we now have
the pleasure of receiving many congratu-
lations because we insisted that this is-
sue should be kept to the front. We ven-
ture to say that no future Lieutenant-
Governor will undertake to set at de-

" have left the front if the conditions were
not wholly satisfactory.

B . A
FEDERAL HLBCTIONS,

Notwithstanding the hints that have
been given in the government press to
. prepare for & general Dominion election,
we are by no means certain that one
will be held before the next session of
parliament.. Regarded from a British
Columbia standpoint there is every rea-
son why an election ought not to be held
before next year, and the .same observa-
tion applies to some extent to the whole

Dominion, As we haye previously point- 3
ed out, the decennial census will be tak+y

en next year. ~Hitherto the date for
‘the census has been July 1; but there is
no legal obligation to take it on that day,
for - the British ~North America Act
- gimply specifies that it shall be taken
decenninlly after, 1871, = After the cen-
sns the representation  of the provinces
‘ must be re-arranged. It is very clear
.that the present distribution of member-
ship, so far as relates to . British Colum-
“bia and the whole coqntr‘y' west of Lake
_Superior, is inequitable, We are entitled
' to more representatives in British Col-
" umbia. Manitoba must «certainly have
a right to more. Thére dre parts of the
. Northwest Territory thaf shoyld have a
representative in parliament, as for ex-
ample the Yukon district, where there
‘\“are mnow mearly 5,000 voters. If an
" election is held this year, the house then
_ chosen may be continued until 1905 or
nearly half way to the next census. or
# course the house could be .dissolved after
the census has been taken and a redis-
tribution measure has been passed; bui
. if this can be avoided: it will e well to
avoid it. We think tiis can be dome.
There is no Teason why the census can-
not be taken in March, or even a month
jater, and yet a redistribution measure
be passed during the lifetime of the pres-
ent parliament,' which does mnot expire
antil some time in Angust, 1901, The
election of 1896 was held on June 26, but
the writs were not returnable until some
time in August in that year, and the
lifetime of therHonse of Commons dates
from the return of the writs, not from the
date of the election. 'We submit also
that the next census ghould be conducted
on different lines to the last one, and
that no matter what may be done in the
way of gathering stetistics, the benefit
of which is ex y problematical,
one eet. of enumerators ought to gather
| the population returns only and there
" ghould be a sufficient number of them to
. permit the count to be taken all in one
‘day. 'This is the British eystem, and
_ we observe that the Dnited States gov-
" ernment is endeavoring this year to imi-
tate it to some degrec. There is no valid
reason why the population of the Do-
minion by provinces and  maunicipalities
ghould not be ascertained within two
weeks after the day .appointed for the
enumeration, and this is all that is-re-
" quired for the framing of a redistribation
pill. It would therefore be easy for the
government to so arrange matters as to
be sble to go before the people at the
next general election with a distribution
of representation that would do justice
to the West.
7 R

- . .THE POPULAR VOTE.

The greatest lesson taught by the elec-

" tion is to be gathered from ‘the popular
vote,. Usually in elections the numerical

* difference between the votes cast for the
‘two parties is not large, but in the late
election 'the anti-Martin vote was simply
qstonishﬁg ~when compared with the
vote in his faver. We have not full re-
turns at hand, but it will be found when
a1l are in that the total number of votes
cast was not far short of 24,000. Of these

{ ornment of the country must be carried

fiance the great principle that the gov-

on by ministers who possess the confi-
dence of the representatives of the peo-
ple. The full effect. of the popular ver-
diet cannot be fully estimated at present,
for it will be felt for many years to
come. A great precedent has been es-
tablished, which, will have its ‘influence
for good and will secure to the people‘of
this province the  same constitutional
rights as are enjoyed in. 1_:he other self-
governing portions ‘of the Empire.
____._.o————-——_

NORTHERN RAILWAYS,

The Minister of Railways made a very
important: ‘gtatement in the House of
Commons a few nights ago, ~when he de-
claréd that it was not the intention of
the government to permit the incorpora-
 tion of any companies this year for the
construction of railways ‘into the Yukon
country from Alaskan points. 'The Col-
onist is almost the only British Columbia
paper that has taken strong ground in
‘tavor of this policy and it is paturally
very glad to see 4t adopted by the .Laur-
jer ministry. There can be no question
as to the soundnmess of guch a course.
There is now one railway from Lynn
Canal into the Yukon valley,  and
one’:is enough unless the  head  of
the. canal is . declared to be Canagian
territory. While that  part  of
the coast #s in the possession of the Unit-
od States and there remains a probabil-
jty that it will so continue, it would be
the height of folly to permit other rail-
way companies to construct lines into the!
Yukon valley, and Huild up important
towns in territory that may never be
ours. The White Pass & Yukon line
will meet every requirement in the way
of a short line to the Coast. 'When any
new railways are provided they must be
all-Canadian lines. The interests of
British Columbia demand that nothing
<hould be done that will delay the con-
struction of a railway from some point
on the British Columbia coast to the val-
Jev of the Yukon. There ie an extensive

ind the Coast Range that
g%;gtvtobegle"ngpened up without delay.
Apparently the ~Dominion government
contemplates giving any aid to such &
line, but ‘mo 'cOmMpPAny. would  accept
any assistance that ~is | likely to
be and undertake  to
build a long line through an undevelop-
ed country, if there are to be several
competing roads ¢rom’ points in United
Stytes territory. We .repeat that Wwe
.are glad to see the stand taken by the
Dominion government in this matter, and
Fbelieve the provincial legislature will be
of the same ‘mind. There would, in-
deed, be very little use for the province
to incorporate a company to carry out a
project against #vhich the federal gov-
ernment has declared itself. The char-
ter would be disallowed.

e ———
MEN WHO WILL BE MISSED.

“rfhe result of the elections has been to
retire to private life five gentlemen who
have been very prominent in provincial
affairs. 'They are Messrs. Cotton, Hig-
gins, Forster, Macpherson and Bryden.
M, Cotton was first elected to the
legislature in 1890, and he has occupied
a seat in that body continuously ever
since,  During his first two terms he
was“in opposition, and during ‘the last
two years he occupied a prominent place
in. the government. A clear speaker,
who always brought to bear npon the
more serious work of the house a large
fund of information, Mr. Cotton’s place
in the legislature is not likely, for 2 time
at least, to be; filled by either of the
present vepresentatives of Vanecouver.
Mr., Higgins entered the house in 1886
and sat continuously until this year. He
was twice elected Speaker, and made an
excellent ~presiding officer. Few men

for this, and at times only the strongest |y, 55 exceedingly valuable department.

When thie house meets two other old-

time members will be absent, namely,
Lieut.-Col. Baker and Mr. Semlin.
Baker entered the house in 1886 as a g

representative from Kootenay. and has hood of 100 miles. The distance from
occupied the seat continuously until this
year, when he ‘decided to retire from
public life.

Col.

He brought to the dis-
charge of his duty a scholarly mind and
a happy faculty of expression. He held
a cabinet portfolio for several years, and
his term of office was signalized by.the
creation of the Bureau of Mines, a step
which evoked much hostile eriticism  at
the time, but has since been proved to

Col. Baker's work in connection with
education was also of great value to the
province. He retires from our public
lite with a record for usefulness second
to that of no other person who has held
a seat on the floor of the house. Mr.

of the Yang-tse, may be said to mark the
beginning..of the Yellow Sea, to Tien
Tsin is about 800 miles. From Tien Tsin
to Pekin the distance is in the neighbor-

the Japanese ports to Tien Tsin is some-
what further than from Shanghai. Hong-
kong is further down the coast than
Shanghai. It-is important to keep the
relarive positions of these places in mind
in eorder to understand the telegraphed
AEWS,

BADEN-POWELL.
The heroic defenider of Mafeking comes.
of a distinguished family. On his moth-
_er’s side he traces his descent from Capt.
John Smith, who had the interesting ex-
perience with Powhatan in the early days
of Virginia, and whose life was saved
through the intervention of Pocahontas.

Semlin, who also has retired from public
life, was in - the first legislature after
Confederation. He.was then out of
the house for two terms, but was again
elected in 1882 and occupied the seat con-
tinuously up to last session. _During
two sessions he was premier. It cannot
be olaimed of Mr. Semlin that he was
forceful in the house, but he diseharged
the duties of Leader of the Opposition
for two or more terms with much dig-
nity and good humor.

It rarely happens that in reviewing the
result of an election so large a proportion
of prominent members of previous legis-
latures, who have passed either tempor-
arily or permanently off the stage, have
to.be mentioned. ' Old habitues of the
galleries and lobbies will note a great
change when the house next assembles.

PR———— W

THE NEW STORM OCENTRE.

Whatever may be the immediate out-
come, of the disturbances in China now
occupying the attention of the world, it
is elear enough that at no distant day
the great Oriental Empire will afford a
subject of contention involving every one
of the great powers. For centuries
China has slumbered on in its isolation.
1t ‘was content to Temain as it had been,
and probably, if left to itself, it would
not have disturbed humanity for many
years to come. But the Occidént would

Saxon, the varions.peoples of European

opening of the Yellow Kingdom, and
from present indications their wish seems
likely to be granted. We know so little
of what the real China is and of what
its people can accomplish, when once they
are aroused from their indifference, that
the so-called partition of Chind is very
much of a leap in the dark.

Some facts in regard to this great em-
pire may be intéresting at this time, The
area of the Chinese Empire is 4,200,000
square miles, being, next to Russia, the
largest continuous territory under one
rule, It extends across thirty-two degrees
of latitude and sixty-two degrees of
longitude, or more than one-third of the
distance from the Equator to the Pole,
and more than one-sixth of the circum-
ference of the world in degrees. Its

tude of Cuba: its northern border with

and presents almost every possible con-
dition for the residence of mankind, from
the low land on a tropical ocean to high
table lands, swept by fierce gales laden
with snow. Tt contains some of the most
fertile lands on the globe and a vast ex-
panse of inhospitable desert. Its pro-
ducts embracs almost the entire range of
commodities used in the support of life
or the enjoyment of luxury. It is a
world within itself, as its population of
about 400,000,000 people testifies.

The history of China extends back to
periodg which ante-date accurate records.
The practice among historians is to treat
everything that preceded the time of Con- |
fucius as lacking in verification, but even
fixing this as the date when the reliable
history of China begins, we have an un-
broken period of 2,500 years, during
which, throngh many changes of dynasty,
and many irruptions of warlike tribes
from Western Asia, the Chinese type of
character has remained unchanged and
Chinese: ideas of sociology have contin-
ued unimpaired. - But it is evident on a
little ‘consideration that long prior to the
time of Confucius the nation had an ex-
istence, and had made great progress

is 8o little reason to think.of any great
degree of ‘progress since his time, that
one may feel quite safe in Holding that

thing closely resembling its present de-
velopment twenty-five centuries #g6. The
Chinese race seems to haye solved two
problems, One of .them is the art.nf liv-
ing at the smallest possible outlay, and

not permit this. Led by the Anglo- rad

descent have: been clamoring for  the tention ‘of taking any steps to prevent

southern border corresponds with the lati- culty would be easily reached, if a bona-

that of Labrador.” Its surface is varied|a8e of anti-Japanese legislation was &

from ‘primitive conditions, Indeed, there|.

the Chinese nation had assumed some- |}

One of his maternal uncles was Bir
‘Henry Smyth, a distinguished veteran of

But the point we wish to make this
morning in this connection is that there
must be no *instructions” from the
Ottawa government to the Lieutenant-
Governor. There has been quite enough
talk at Ottawa about our local affairs.
The Colonist has protested from the
very beginning of the politieal crisis in
1808 against carpying our troubles to
Ottawa. It claimed then, and it repeats
the claim now, that within the limits of
the B. N. A. Act the province is abso-
lutely independent of  Oftawa interfer-
ence, and must remain so. The Colonist
is just as ready to take the lead in a
fight for provincial rightssas it was to
show the way in a struggle for Respon-

gible Government.
Tientenant-Governor MecInnes is the

appointee of the Governor-General, and
as such is subject to dismissal for any
cause which to the Ottawa ministry
geems sufficient, but further than that
the Ottawa authorities have not the
shadow of an excuse for interfering in

the Crimea; another is the well known
Piazzi Smyth, Astronomer Royal for
Scotland, and the author of the celebrat-
ed work on the ‘Great Pyramid. His
tather was the Rev, Baden-Powell, at one
time Savilian professor of mathematics
at Oxford, and distinguished earlier in
life as a theologian, Professor Baden-
Powell 'was married twice, and his first
wife's son became a judge in India and
gained reputation as a writer on Indian
affairs. Of the second family, the eldest,
Sir George, took part in the early nego-
tiations with the Transvaal, and was af-
terwards a member of the Behring Sea
Commission. Another brother is a prom-
inent lawyer and yachtsman; another is
well known as an artist. Another brother,
who is in the Scots Guards, is the in-
ventor of the war-kite. Omne would na-
turally expect fhe sister of these brothers’
to have abilities in some line, and we
find Miss Baden-Powell possessed of ar-
fistic talent, which makes her repousse
work much sotight after; but her taste
runs chiefly to bees, birds and animal
pets. The mother of this interesting
family is a lady of great strength of char-
acter, and bears the honors added to the
name by her illustrious son with a pleas-
ant dignity.

s —— e ———

'I.‘HE: JAPANESE.
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Ha The"DominioB: gove""‘ ment “has -ﬁo in-

the influx of “Japanese. We need not
look far for am explanation of this, We
think it is two-fold. One phase of it is
the lack of information in Eastern Can-
ada as to the magnitude of the influx and
its effects upon, white labor, and the oth-
er is the desire to do nothing at this junc-
ture that may be calculated in the slight-
est degree fo iiterrupt the friendly rela+
tions ‘Between the British and Japanese
governments. The people, of British Col-
umbia are net unreasonable, and they
have given abundant proof of their loy-
alty to the Empire. They will put up
with a great deal before they will do any-
thing t6 embarrass the Imperial author-
ities; nevertheless, they feel that . they
have some rights in the premises, and
they believe that a solution of the diffi-

fide effort were made. The repeated pass-

prominent plank in the Martin platform,
and has been:condemned by a very large
majority of the people of the province,
but this decision of the electorate must
not be understood as signifying indiffer-
ence on their part towards the Japanese
influx. - The Dominion government must
take the subjeet into consideration, and
when this is done, a means of preventing
guch an inrush of laborers from the other
side of the Pacific, which will. not trench
upon the amour propre of the: Japanese
nation, can, we believe, be arrived at.

The first thing to be done seems to be
to get at the facts. The Dominion gov-
érnment ought fo make the investigation,
but if it fails to do so, the provincial au-
thorities should take it up and endeavor
to ascertain just what the effect upon
white labor the Japanese influx has. If
the facts will demonstrate what. we be-
lieve it will, there will be no difficulty in
convincing the Ottawa authorities and,
through them, the Imperial ‘government,
that some amicable arrangement ought to
be made with Japan, whereby the dump-
ing of hundreds of Oriental laborers on
our shores every week can be stopped.

—————————— T

To put the brake on the . wagon going
dewn the hill is a help to the horse, when
the wagon is heavil foaded. But what
driver would think of applying the brake
hill? If he did,

in|

im. T,
and the allied organs of digestion and nu-
trition impaired in_their functions, a frie,
tion is set up. which has to be overcome’ iB.

foul stomach makes.a f0E8Y brain, and the

addition. to ‘é‘,f performance of g:.lly dutlesdlof. . Martinism.” .

our provincial affairs. The only instruc-
tion which the Ottawa ministry has the
Jeast right to gend to Lieutenant-Gover-
nor McInnes is to put his official house in
order and resign. ‘We protest against
the suggestion contained in the despatch
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier may direet the
Lieutenant-Governor  to dismiss Mr.
Martin or to call npon any one else. As
a free people the voters of British Colum-
bia must not think for a moment of
tolerating anything of this kind. British
Columbia is an = independent province.
The British North America Act gives
the Ottawa government 1o authority
whatever to interfere in our provincial
' affairs. This must be understood and
our rights in this regard must be asserted
on every possible occasion. Mr. Martin
should resign forthwith, or, if he does
not, he should be dismissed; but this
resignation or dismissal must not be be-
cause of instructions from Ottawa, but
because of the declared wish of the
people. To show the strength of our
position; let us suppose that the Ottawa
ministry would look over the election re-
turns and decide that under the circum-
stances  Mr. Martin should be given
another chance, and should so instruct
the Lieutenant-Governor. ‘Would not
an indignant protest go up from every

1 section of the province? Yet if instrue-

tions may be sent out in the one case
they may be,in the other. We take the
position that the people of British Colum-
bia, and they alone, have the right to
give a mandaté as to who shalk control
their local affairs, They have spoken,
and Ottawa must keep its hands off, ex-
cept so far as the Lieutenant-Governor
is ' personally concerned. Ottawa ap-
pointed him and Ottawa can dismiss him;
but provincial autonomy must be pre-
served, and only the people of British
Columbia have the right to say who shall
constitute the government of the prov-
ince.

———
: Byclists young or old should carry a bottie
of Pain-Killer in their saddle bags. Cures
cuts and wounds with wonderful quickness
Avolde substitutes, there is but one Pain-
Killer. Perry Davis’. 25c, and 50c.

- ——
COMMENTS ON THE ELBCTIONS.

Our contemporaries with comments on
the ‘elections are beginning to come to
hand. The Vancouver World, which, as
the chief and ‘almost the only organ of
Mr. Martin, deserves the first place in
this conzection, admits that ‘‘the people
by their votes have declared against the
govornment of the 'day in a manner that
cannot be mistaken,” After this frank
admission, the World rather belittles it-
selt by attributing this result to the em-
ployment of corrupt means. Tt is' per-
foct twaddle to pretend that two-thirds
of the voters in British Columbia were
corruptly influenced against the Martin
government. The World has needlessly
and very foolishly put an affront upon
the provincial electorate. Naturally the
World takes considerable comfort from
the thought that if Mr. Martin lost, Mr.
Cotton did not win; The News-Adver-
tiser, which, without any violence, may
be supposed to know the thoughts that
surge through Mr: Cotton’s soul, accepts
that gentleman’s defeat with dignity, and
intimates that his constituents are likely
to discover their mistakes by and bye and
recall him from private life. “As to Mar-
tinism, ‘it thinks this political element
“dead beyond the possibility of resurrec-
tion.” Summing up the general political
sTtuation, it eays that the province is now
just where it stood before the general
elections of 1808, ‘with “the pafty which
acknowledged Mr. Turner as its leader
Agam’in: control”  The News-Advertiser
thinke the fact that Mr. Martin carried
Vancouver and received a large vote in

¢l Victoria, while Mr. Curtis was elected

in Rossland ‘and ‘Mr, Brown: in New
Westminster, - 8 significant,” The Col-

Qimbian calls the ‘result’ “the utter rout /want of confidence question only six are

The Province :says

for asking to be allowed to meet the
house, although it is difficult to see how
the Lieutenant-Governor could consent
to his doing so. But for him to propose
to meet the legislature with two port-
folios vacant would be a preposterous
thing. The doubling up of portfolios in
the case of Mr. Cotton was unjustifiable,
but the Semlin government had appar-
ently a, majority in the house at the time.
Mr. Martin not only cannot claim to
have a majority, but he is in a very
small minority. Mr, Yates is still com-
missioner of lands and works, and Mr.
Beebe is still provincial secretary. Their
resignations ought to be in the Gazette
to-morrow, .and . the appointments of
their successors should be at once made.

Sir: After the mnomination of candi-
dates to the legislative assembly, I wrote
you, predicting the defeat of the Martin
administration at the polls and pointing
out that thirty-eight out of the ninety-
two men nominated had to be elected;
that in consequence of the diversity of
their views and aspirations the climax
after the Martin ministry defeat would
be a demoralizing combination or an-
other general election. We have now the
returns in with the exception of Cassiar
and North Victoria, and we find the Mar-
tin government routed and a house com-
posed of eight Martinites, six Indepen-
dents, seven Conservatives, eleven
Straight Opposition to Martin govern-
ment, two Provincial Party, one Labor
Party, with three members yet to be
elected. The leaders of the Conservative
and the Provincial parties are rejected
by the electors; the inference from this
is that the electorate does not favor the

The Lieutenant-Governor = will hardly
think of permitting either of the elected
ministers to aecept these portfolios tem-
porarily. Still less ought he to think of
aecepting the nomination of new minis-
ters from a premier who has been so
emphatically rejected by the people.
After the election of Saturday, His
Honor cannot for a moment pretend to
think that Mr. Martin is the choice of
the country,

It is difficult to see how the United
States can act independently in China.
A semblance of independent action may
be kept up, but the Washington govern-
ment must proceed along the same lines
as the European powers.

L el L e
Both Germany and the United States
are increasing their navies with almost
feverish activity. Is this anything more
than a coincidence, or is the Kaiser
about to test the Monroe Doctrine ?
e R

Mr. George R. Parkin, well known in
literary ‘and educational circles, brought
a hornet's mest about his ears by telling
the pupils of the High School in Toronto
that they are not sufficiently ambitious,
and do ‘mot, in'studiousness and force,
compare with the young men of the Mari-
time Provinces.

R SR
When the nouse meets a law should be
put. upon the statute book reserving to
every member of the Canadian Contin-
gent serving in. South Africa his full
right to vote, in the same manner as it
be had been continuously resident in the
province, When the boys come home they
ought not to-find themselves disfranchis-
ed by reagen of their absence in South
Arrica: 7 #7047 P :
e——————

Every one will be sorry to hear of the
wounding of Capt. Blanchard, and there
will be some anxiety until details are re-
ceived as té the fight in which he was
engaged. -The Derbyshires were sur-
prised and suffered badly, but we are.
not told if the Canadian contingent took
part and, if so, what its losses were,

e R

It was the very good fortune of Mr.
Smith Curtis to be able to place his sig-
nature to one of the most interesting re-
ports on the mines of British Columbia
ever issued by the Department of Mines.
The' report reflects very great credit up-
on. Mr. William Fleet Robertson, the
Provincial Mineralogist, who compiled
it. 'Such a volume ought to have a wide
circulation. Tt contains a very large
amount of useful information, A special-
ly interesting feature is the map of the
mining district.

b L i
There has beén a little discussion in
the Bastern press in regard to the ob-
servance of the anniversary of Sir John
Macdonald’s death as a sort of memorial
day, and the Toronto Globe points out
that such a practice can only be regarded
as in the nature of a Conservative rally.
We never tobk much stock i this sort
of ihing. Like Primrose Day in Eng-
land, the political adoration of any in-
dividual is foreign to British ideas. Dis-
raeli is a milestone in Imperial progress,
but the nation has moved beyond him.
Canadian Conservatism will be stronger
when it ceases to think so much of its
past triumphs and its departed leaders,
and addresses itself to constructive work
along the lines followed by the great
Chieftain,
a————————
; PO

The following gentemen, who had seats
in the last house, are missing from the
present one: MessTs. Bryden, Higgins,
Robertson, McKechnie, Macpherson,
sCotton, Tisdale, Forster, Semlin, Deane,
Kinchant, Helgesen, Kellie, J. Martin,
Hume, Baker and Henderson an. Of
these one-half did not offer for re-elec-
tion; Of the members who yoted for the
‘defeat of the Semlin government two
have been defeated and one did not offer
again; the others bave been elected. Of
the Semlin government only ‘one offered
for re-election and he was defeated. Of

with the Semlin government on the final

jin the new house. The overturn s com-

the members of the late house who voted |

introduction of the federal party lines
into provincial politics, or the return of
the Cotton-Semlin government, No per-
son in the house has a sufficient follow-
ing to form a government. So far as 1
am aware no one came out for election
advocating the return to power of the
Turner government, not even in this city,
g0 that it cannot be correctly stated that
Mr. Turner has any following among the
members eleected; possibly Messrs.
Eberts, Pooley, Dunsmuir and McPhil-
lips might follow him. ‘When Lieut.-Gov-
ernor McInnes decided to try the experi-
ment of substituting personal for par-
liamentary government in this province
he took his political life in his hands. He
has signally failed to obtain the endorsa-
tion of the electorate to the abolition of
responsible government. He can ma-
terially expedite the return to constitu-
tional government and the unravelling of
the tangle by forwarding his resignation
to the Governor-General. The Ottawa
cabinet can aid us by promptly appoint-
ing his suecessor. Tt is to be hoped that
on this occasion the selection will be
from merit and not political pull. In the
meantime the public must be vigilant
and not allow their interest in public af-
fairs to simply effervesce now that one€
victory for the restoration of responsible
government has been won. It is further
to be hoped that the members-elect may
give serious study to the principles of
that form of government and will not
themselves do so, or allow either a lieu-
tenant-governor or a speaker of the legis-
lative assembly, or.a premier of the prov-
ince to ever depart again from the sal-
utary principles of that admirable sys-
tem of popular government.
BRITISH COLUMBIAN.
Victoria, 11th June, 1900.
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'WEEKLY WEATHER REPORT.
Meteorologieal Office,

g Vietoria, June 6 to 12, 1900.
Thé week opeéned with a high barometer
over the provinee accompanied by rain and
cloudy ‘wetdtler over the¢ southwestern sec-
tion. This high ‘drea Whil& considerably con-
tracting its dimensions, hovered off the Van-
couver Island’coast until the 10th, when a
persistent low area took its place until the
12th, a moderately high area then tempo-
rarily appearing. A good deal of cloudy
weather has prevailed, but on the whole,
weather conditions have been: most favor-
able for crops of all sorts. A low area
has occupled the Northwest Territories
most of the week, and considerable rain has
fallen. - High winds have been frequent,
and moderate temperatures have generally
prevailed. On the Pacific Slope the wea-
ther has been mostly fine and warm with
temperatures ranging from 38 to 104.
Victoria reports 76 hours 18 minutes reg-
istered of bright sunshine; highest tempera-
ture, 76, on the 12th; lowest, 45, on the
7th; range of barometer 30.280in. to 29.810
in.; rainfall, .08 in.

New Westminster reports highest tem-
perature 80, on the 12th; lowest, 40, on
the 7th: range of barometer 30.30 to 29.82;
rainfall, .12 in.

Kamloops reports highest temperature 80,
on the 12th; lowest, 44, on the 9th; range
of barometer, 30.18 to 20.64; rainfall, .18
inch.

Barkerville reports highest temperature
78, on the 12th; lowest, 28, on the 8th; range
of barometer, 30.20 to 29.64; rainfall, .28
inch.

No. 157.

— Qe
The chief industry in Victoria'just now
is cabinet-making. Some of the products

of the several establishments are fit for
any curiosity shop in the world.
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¥rom the New York Sun.
The shades of night werd

the commuter’'s home. It

anxiety and dread te the cf

#oa two »easons, which o

will understand. In the

.commuter was late. The

come and gome without hin

was long overdue. All the g

of the case came to her mi

ferry boat had gone down w,

or there had been a collisi

or the engineer had mis
signals and the train had
the open draw and been sy
the Hackensack river. It
that by actual count as
qthe Village Improvement

. sdemonstrate, the 7:21 had bé

to twenty-nine minutes late
“the last seven months. Tha
admitted as a qualification o
ity that before bedtime th
avife would be receiving cond
commuter’s widow,

So much for anxiety No.
was not less ominous nor wi
-acteristic of life in the sub
was the commuter late, but {
son could not be found. Thig
pened before. ‘“But,” said ti
wife to herself, ‘‘Harold prd

~the last time he stayed out 4§

if I wouldn’t .punish him h

do it again, 8o I just know f{

‘has happened.”

The commuter’'s son had rd
with great satisfaction to H
:age of nine, and having b
1o exercise a certain latitud
tion of his birthday gifts, h

~devote himself to the perusa

‘the famous works of Har

Having for this purpose Ind

“muter to buy for him the a

‘contained in the Rocky Moun|

'had of late evinced a desire
sconventional dress of effete

zation, to cook his food over H

prepare himself by the poss
-arms and hunting knives to
assaults of the savage mex

which, as it is well known,
the regiom within a radius

miles of New York, and e

part which lies within the

Jersey. His views in these
not met with the conaiderat
he thought they were entitl
quent earnest requests that

meat be substituted for the
of the family, that he should
array himself in a sombrerd
trousers, and that he should
a bowle, and a mustang had|
response,

“I almost wish we hadn't
those books,”” mused the con
as she took “Frank Among ti
and ran over the leaves. A
out from between the pages

v floor.. 'The commuter’s wife
carried it nearer to the gasl
fars THE WESTERN'C|
‘Captain Harold Nelson age
PLANS.
‘each boy get some thing to 4
. 4.0r 5 days and get a cowbo
kind of uniform and if not
get a ticket to the west ay
hig pocket. every boy be in
at 9 oclock at night May 4,
table on the P L & X R.R. an
of May we will be roaming o
Plains Do not tell your mof
each boy bring a real revo
about 10 or 11 inches LONG
every boy take a new name
‘Bowers.

The commuter’'s wife gasp
her hands, and she herself f
the faintest conception of
have done if at that moment

. latchkey hadn’t rattled. in
heralded the appearance of H

“Late again, Mary,” groy
perated man. “We deeided]
committee in the morning
superintendent of the rail

. Why, what’s the mat

thing wrong?’

“Oh, Henry, read this!'’ a
into his outstretched hand
of the ‘Western Club,

“Whew,”’ ejaculated the cg
little devil! Now, Mary,

7
“Oh, Henry, how can Yo

80 profane?’

*Why, you don’t think I
you?’

““Serious! Henry, do yo{
night this 1s?”’

“Why—why—ves,
Where’s Harold?”’
“I don’t know. He's gon

“Gone! Gee whiz! Well
time to spare. When were
At 9 o’clock. I guess I ca

About an hour earlier a
—~to borrow a phrase fron
fiction—migkt have been se
way towards Perkins' wood
8eem, the person who saw it

' wondered why it had strap
: ders a flannel blanket. Ani

it's th

_ looked into the pockets o

coat it might have given
to determine why one so ¥
ently well nourished carri
Immediate possession five cfi
wiches, half a dozed hard-
dry cold potatoes amd a
and pepper. A glance und
up jacket would have dis
which was thrust a blade
#eemed formidable enough
‘'So'reeently a faetor in the

< of .the commuter’s househ

of these facts was noticed 4
due to the policy pursue
captain, who conceived th
his adventures a proper re;
safety demanded the exe!
<caution,

¥Give me but a few ho|
them,” he soliloquized, “
them,” and suffing the ac
he concealed himself behin
or a bush whenever anyon
the road. Thus stealthily d
and adopting various devic
trail, “In case an attempt s}

the other the existence of the 1aigest de- | man with a disordered stomach has often “{here is happily no uncertainty as to the plete.
to grope ‘his way through the day’s busi-| verdict pronounced by.‘the people upon
> DR. A. W, CHASES

‘the Martin candidates received about .
gree of individual liberty side by side
Hess lie a man in a fog. He.forgets ap-| ¢he Martin government,” and it reminds
~s\ GATARRH CURE ...

000, and the anti-Martin candidates

Zhe remainder. = It is true that the anti-

' Martin party consisted ot the regular
4 , the Conservatives, the Labor
.- "party’ and the Independents, but they
*iyere all alike in one thing, namely, their
_opposition to the government. It we

. eliminate from the list the vote of Vie-
_geria aud Vancouver, in which consti-

track. him by the marks
captedn. arrived something
hour before the appointed
Ing place in Perking’ w.
after. halting denoted the
woodsman. - He bent over 1
Cl:ound.caretully in all dir
‘Injuns!” he muttered, *

Jack Bowers.”

; thA little frrther investiga
that .the danger was not
#at down with hig back 2

have taken a more active part in public
matters in British Columbia than Mr.
Higgins, who before his experience as &
representative did good work as'a news-
paper man., He wielded at times much
influence. ~Mr. John Bryden was first
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