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UNDESBRVED REPROACH.

It is amusing to see an Opposition led by
Mr. Laurier reproaching the Government
for want of ‘““spine.” Everyone can see
that backbone is just what the Opposition
and their leader want. On the trade ques.
tion they have twisted and turned and
wriggled so much that it is quite impossible
%o predict what position they will take a
month hence. Their contortions on this
subject have been so wonderfal that the
spectator is forced to conclude that if they
have any backbone at ‘all it must resemble
the-spinal column of an eel, and they have
shown, too, that they are endowed with the
proverbial slipperiness of that creature.

Then, on the other important question be-
fore the people, that of the Manitoba schools,
they have been as limp as an angleworm and
a8 elusive as a jellyfish. On this question
they must certalnly be pronounced inver-
tebrate. It has hitherto been quite impos-
sible to prevail upon them te stand upright
when it is being discussed. As regards it,
they have no more backbone than a smow
man or a bag of feathers. Qn it they are
literally nowhere. They should be the last
people in the world to accuse others of
wanb of *¢ spine.”

On the two questions we have mentioned,

which.are really the only questions of gen-:

eral interest before the people of this Domin-
ion, the attitude of the Government has been
firm. They have stood manfally to theirguna.
They have held fast to the prin.
oiple of protection, and they have
not hesitated on the Manitoba school
question to do what the constitu-
tion direots, It is only when the Legisla-
ture of Manitoba have refused to remedy
what the Judicial Committee declare to be a
grievance that they hesitate to interfere
with provincial legislation. And who that
hae any sense will not say that they have
good oause to hesitate? The position in
which the Government are placed by no fault
of their own is a most difficult one, The con-
stitution gives the Dominion Parliament
power to act—to over-ride the legislation of
the Manitoba Assembly—but the Govern.
mentarenaturally reluctant toask Parliament
to do this. Aoy Government in their position
would hesitate before they concluded to ask
Parliament vo interfere in what has hitherte
been considered one of the most important
of the domestic cencerns of a province, and
they would be justified in trying every pos-
sible means of arriving at a settlement be-
fore proceeding to that extreme.

Just imsgine Mr. Laurier in the same po-
sition as Sir Mackenzie Bowell. Would he
act with greater prompvitude or exhibip
more firmness ?  Judging by the way he acts
when his responsibilities are a thousand
times lighter it is only reasonable to con.
clude that he would be completely paral-
yzed. He weuld not know how to turn
or what to do. His pretty phrases
would not avail him then. He
would be only too glad to take the ocourse
the present Government are pursuing; to
proceed slowly, to do all that might be pos-
sible to bring about an amicable settlement
yand to wait until excitement had time to-
cool down and the parties conoerned had
opportunity to reflect, Mr. Laaurier cer-
tainly is not the man to take the course
which he had determined upon in spite of
all opposition and- regardless of all opnse.

iquences to himself and others. Such a
course might be considered by some heroio

but it would not be either wise or prudent.
Whatever may be Mr. Laurier’s faults im-
petuosity and rashness are not among them.
The Grite who reproach the Bowell Govern-
ment ae being wanting in *“'spine” should
look av home.

CRUSHED EXPKCTATIONS.

Maby citizsns of Winnipeg of both parties
are indiguant because the Government of
the Dominjon have, on reflection, declined
to extend aid to the Hudson’s Bay railway.
1n this they are not altogether so reasonable
as they might be. They ought to know that
whether or not the money of the people of the
Dominion is to be expended on the construc-
tion of that road depends a very great deal
on what is known about the project in the
other provinces of the Dominion. It cannot
be expected that the representatives of On-
tario or New Brunswick or Nova Scotia will
vote for a subsidy to the Hudson’s Bay
road, or a loan to the company engaged in
constructing it, unless they are fally con-
vinced that when it is completed it will be of
benefit to the Dominion.

It is suspected that the road has been pro-
jected not 8o much for the country as for the
men who have undertaken to construct it.
The advocates of the road in Winnipeg and
elsewhere should spare no exertion to do
away with this impreesion. They should
disseminate information relative to the pro-
ject in every province of the Dominion.
They should take the proper means to con-
vince both the membsras of Parliament and
the men who vote for them that if the
road is built it will conduce to the public
welfare.

Oae of the reasons why the Hudson’s Bay
railway project was not approved by Par-
liament is that the members generally be-
lieve that the navigation of Hudson’s Bay is
so dangerous and g0 uncertain that it cannot
be made a route for vessels engaged in regular
trade. Until members are convinced that
the Hudson’s Bay route is safe and that ves-
sels taking it can make their trips with to-
erable regularity, it can hardly be expected
that they will vote for aid to aroad of which
Hudson’s Bay is the terminus.

It is of no use to laugh at men who make
this objection or to corse them. What
musb be done is to show them that they are
wrong—that is, if they are wrong. The
honest advocates of the road must be con-
vinced thst Hadson’s Bay and Strait are
navigable for three, four, five or six months
of the year, that ships properly constructed
canmake regular tripson them duringan open
season of some considerable lemgth., The
facts and arguments which have convinced
them that this is the case will be likely to
convince others. Why not, then, commence
a ocampaign of education? If it cam be
proved to the satisfaction of men of ordiaary
intelligence that Hudson’s Bay is navigable
for part of the yeat the the advocat
of the Hudson’s Bay Railroad commence the
work of demonstration the better for them
and for their project.

We do not bélieve that Parliamentary in-
trigue or political scheming will be of any
avail in getting aid for that road. The Gov-
ernment that spends or risks the people’s
money on it without being reasonably sure
of the navagability of the Bay and Strait
will be sure to come vo grief. Oa the other
hand if iv can be showh that the Hudson’s
Bay route is to be depended on as an outlet
for the produoce of the great Northwest noth.

take to construct the road to get all the help
they need. The benefits to be derived from
such a route are too many and too great to
permit of any hesitation on the part of the
Government or of privabe capitalists.

THE NEW QOVERNMENT.

If it requires men of ability and experi-
ence to make a strong Government, the Gov-
ernment just formed by Lord Salisbury
must be uncommonly strong. It has in it
the best men of two parties. Lord Salis-
bury and Mr. Balfour are admitted to be the
ablest men of the Comservative party, and
the old Liberal party, when it was in its
prime, had not in its ranks two stronger
men than Lord Hartington and Mr. Cham-
berlain. These four statesmen are ,admit-
tedly the leading men of the present Gov.-
ernment. Mr. Goschen has proved him-
self to be a min of great breadth of
view and administrative ability, and
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach has shown that
as & Cabinet Minister he can be active and
efficient. Lord Lansdowne has seen service
under more than one Government, and his
experience as Governor-General of Canada
and Viceroy of India will stand him in good
stead in bis present position. Mr. Henry
Chaplin has also had experience as a Cabinet
Minister, and he is perhaps as well ac-
quainted with the condition of British agri-
culturists, of all classes, asany man in the
Three Kingdoms. He is active-minded and
energetic, and if he does not devise some
means for the improvement of the agrical-
tural interests of the country we are greatly
mistaken.

There are, however, those who believe
that a Government possessing all the talents
is not necessarily an efficient Government.
These politicians think that if there dre one
or two able men in a Government it is per-
haps best if the rest’ are only mediocrities.
In a Government in which there are many
able men, it is argued, there are likely
to  be disagreements - and jealousies
and a_ haurtful division of authority.
If there is a Bismarck, a Gladstone or
a Sir John Macdonald in a govern-
ment, iv is contended, it does not much
matbter who they are who form its rank and
file. These reasoners may be right, for there
is after alla good deal to be said in favor of the
one man power, but people generally have a
prejudice in favor of men of ability and ex.
Pperience as rulers, and the more there are of
such men both in the Government and in
Parlisment the better. However this ‘may
be; government by able men is going to have

ing will be easier than for those who under- |
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FOR SALE-20,000 ACRES FARMING LAND

In contiguous Blocks; Beautifully watered; forming one of the finest estates in the Province; house and
easy approach; good roads; railways projected to
Ximity to some of the best developed, most prom-

The price of the whole is

FOR SALE—A 1388-AGRE FARM

About 1000 Acres of which is Ploughable Prairie of First-class Quality.

of the most important

and Ooal Mines in West Kootenay, The

soll is the best bottom land, and the locality is one of the few places In the Province
where so large a plece of good farm land can be found in one block. A river runs
through the property, and ralnbow trout are

entiful and afford ecapital sport.

Bear, Wolf, Ooyote and other large game

are to be found in the hills. There are two creeks recorded and belonging to

Limestone and brick elay are to be had

The Gattlé ate well bred ; a much Iarger herd could be farmed with the

on the hills in the vicinity covers

many thoumd-oimu,mdh:uﬂabehhhnhwhndmlabheuﬂen

The Climate gu:r.;n“:f?ﬁ'. %':' B'f‘g:?: ';:kfor many years the winter

The Title ' Orown Grant. Immediate possession can be given.

Divisions of Yal
The South West Kootenay 3 9:ress Diviions of Tale
judglng from the actual ore products of the mines to date, are destined in the next
year or two to be the richest and most importanv mineral centres in the world.
g up and as farm land Is limited great Inducement is oftered to any person or cor-

€ necessary to develop and work these estates. A store, botel and blacksmith shop
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a trial in Great Britain in the very near
future.

There is no doubt that the Government
will be returned by a fair majority. The
only room for dispute is as to the largeness
of that msjority, There are some political
arithmeticians who calculate that Lord Salis-
bury’s majority will not be more than thirty,
and others who confidently declare that it
will exceed a hundred.

The Government have been prudently reti-
cent with regard to their policy. Bubt now
that Parliament is dissolved and the election
campaign fairly begun the Government will
proclaim their policy. That it will in all
essential matters be soundly conservative
there is no doubt. But it is also certain
that in some particulars it will savor of state
soclalism. Mr. Chamberlain has hitherto
advocated schemes of that sort, and now that
he is in power he will likely do what he can
bo carry them out. He will be supported
by the Conservative Democrats, who have

in that direction.

A ORISIS.

Our readers will see by our special tele-
gram from Ottawa that the Ministerial
statement was made in the House of Com-
mons. by the Hon. Mr. Foster yesterday.
Nothing could, in our opinion, be more
reasonable than the déclsion arrived at by
the Government. They have determined
not to act hastily or to invoke the interfer-
ence of Parliament until every means to
bring about an amiocable settlement has been
tried and has failed. If such a settlement
is not arrived ab before next January they
promise to convene Parliament and introduce
remedial legislation. This, it appears, does
not satisfy the Hon. Messrs. Quimet, An-
gers and Caron, who, it seems, have either
resigned or signified their intention to
resign.  The aotion of these gentlemen will,
of oourse, precipitate a crisis. The Govern:

the subject. After the statement made by
Mz, Foster, they cannot, and probably
would nob, recede from the position. they

prepared the British public mind for ohungol

ment have, no doubt, said their last word on | AMERI

the Government have presumably well con-
sidered the step they have taken, and are
prepared to abide by the result. What that
result will be it is impossible even to con-
jecture at this moment, but that it will be
moat serious there cannot be the least doubt.
Mr. McCarthy evidently believes that his
opportunity has arrived, and he is, as onr
Ottawa telegram informs ua, prepared to
act. The Opposition, ib would appear, have
remained well in the background. They
have not as yet shown what course they pro-
pose to take.

WRECK OF THE COLIMA.

WasHINeTON CrtY, July 6.—The aoting
secretary of state has received a supple-
mental report from United States Coneul
Battle, at Acapulco, Mexico, dated June 21,
giving further details in regard to'thé sur-
vivors of the wrecked steamer Colima.. He
went to Manzanillo on the 12th ult., he

eays, for the purpose of relieving the ship-
wrecked crew of the American schooner
Hayes, and fortunately found the five men
who were on life raft No. 2 from the lost
vessel. They landed safely about sixty
miles south of Manzanillo, after battling
with the elements four days and three nights
without food or water.

““I have questioned all of them,” gaid the
consul, ““ ag to the causes and incidents thap
led to the loss of the Colima and all agree
that a huricane was blowing at the time and
the sea very rough, and that a squall and
heavy swell came upon them suddenly, and
none had time to prepare for the inevitable:
Some of them declare that in their judg-
ment the deck hands contributed.to the
ship’s capsizing. The newspapers have pub.-
ed_some very sensational stories about
the affair, which in some instances did a
great injustice to the Mexicans along the
coast, for instead of robbing the dead, they
have nourished the living and exhibited a
humané and noble feeling that could not be
surpassed by any people on earth.”

bave taken.' The French members of

re | minister who was jilbed by Mrs. Chambers

RAVAGES OF FIRE.

CorNWALL, Ont., July 8 —The worst fire
in the history of this place occurred yester-
day and as a result nearly the whole of the
suburban village of Lorneville was reduced
to ashes, and upwards of two score of families,
mostly mill employees, were rendered home-

less. The fire was started about 2 o’clock
in a shed of a man named Joseph Martin,
whose children were playing with matches.
The shed was in flames and several adjacent
baildings had caught before the nearest fire
alarm could be reached. For various rea-
sons there was much delay in getting water
on the flames. By this time a dozen dwel-
ling houses and tenements, which were
mostly frame structures and built closely
bogether, were on fire and the flames spread
rapidly. At 7 p.m., when the fire had
burned itself out, 25 dwelling houses were
reduced to ashes and over forty families
were homeless. Most of the buildinga in
the burned distriot wére owned and occupied
by the mill employees and represented their
savings for years. Very few of the build-
ings were insured. The total loss is esti-
mated from $25,000 to $30,000.

ELMVALE, Ont., July 8 —About one
o’clock on Sunday morning a fire was dis-
covered in Furlong’s harness shop, which
soon spread to the adjacent buildinge, re-
sulting in the destruction of Hunt’s hotel,
Tweed’s hotel, Callaghan’s tin shop, White’s
drug store, Brodick’s liquor store, Massey-
Harris agency, Mrs, Stone’s spore and
dwelling, Cooper’s store and the post
office, Nixon’s store and dwelling, skat-
ing rink, Little’s blackemith shop, Rob-
inson’s jewelry store, Haney’s residence
and vacant store. Several other buildings
were badly scorched. No lives were lost.
The losses will aggregate about $40,000.
Insured for about half that amount. ]
HAviFaXx, July 8 —Townsend’s stable
and nine horses were bnrned here yester-
8y.

A CLERGYMAN'S REVENGE.

Tacoma, July 8.—Mrs. Mattie Chambers,
of Centralia, has received an infernal
machine. Her father says the box contain-
ing the machine was addressed to her by a

about a year ago and was last heard from at
leolgl‘:. N.C. A year ago the minister
prom to go away and nob press his
suit any longer, but later heard a ramor
coupling the name of Mrs. Chambers
with that of Willlam Hale of Centralia.

[bo Hale’s attentions. Nonotice was paid to

his missives, and then the infernal machine
arrived. It consisted of a box made to hold
a physician’s thermometer with a piece of
sandpaper under the lid. A fulminating
cap, & parlor match and a bit of rubber band
were arranged to ignite the match and cap,
and cause a large dynamite bomb just be-
neath the cover to explode when the lid was
withdrawn. The country postmaster’s curi-
osity probably saved the woman’s life, as he
pried open the box when he saw the end of
sandpaper projecting through a break in the
package,

WINNIPEG WIRINGS.

om—

WinxirEe, July 8.—(Special)—It is
learned that Archbishop Langevin and Rev.
Father Guillette, rector of Sb. Mary’s
church, leave for Quebec on Thureday te
raige funds for the support and maintenance
of Roman Catholic sepsrate schools in
Winnipeg and the nK;ovimm, and they pro-
pose_to accomplish ebject by means of
au allotment or prizs drawing scheme.
The details of the plan have not yet been
arranged, but it ia understood to be the in-
tention to have the drawings take place in
the province of Qaebec, the tickets being
Bl:oed on sale in all the chief oities of the

minion,

John Munroe's feed and sale stables were
burned lagt night at Portage la Prairie.

Indian Agent McKay left Selkirk yester-
day for Lake Winnipeg points with the
treaty money for the Indians. The total
amount was about $15,000, principally in
one dollar bills. He was followed by =
large number .of traders.

TO FOUND AN EMPIRE.

—

New Yomg, July 6 —A special to the
World from Caracas, Venezuela, says : The
activity of the political agents of ex-Presi-
dent Guzman Blanco makes it evident that
he is in the field to suoceed President
Crespo. His absorbing ambition is to rule
all the northere part of South America. An
opponent says his plan will be to induce
ambitious people to join their services with
him in & wild scheme of consolidating Vene-
zaela, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru into &
grand imperial confederation, with himself
atite head. His ultimate design is probably
o declare himself emperor, guaranteeing
parliamentary government: Home rule will
be a part of his programme.

Dr. Fowler's Extract of Wild Strawberry
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era, Chotera Infantnim, Chetera Mor-
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