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MR. BLACKBIRD'S

REVENGE

NCE there
Blackbird and
his mate, who
lived very hap-
pily together in
a tree.

The king of the
country, happen-
ing to pass that
why, heard him
singing sweetly,

and so much did

he enjoy the

song that he sent

a fowler to cap-

ture him. Now,

the fowler was
not a very ob-
serving man, and
ensnared Mrs. Blackbird, who could
ecarcely sing at all, in place of Mr.

Blackbird, of the charming volice.
When Mr. Blackbird found that Mrs.
Blackbird had been stolen and im-
prisoned, he was very, very angry in-
deed, and swore roundly that he would
Fescue her.

Accordingly, he tled a long, sharp
thorn to his-belt by way of a sword,
and clapped half a walnut shell on his
head for a hslmet, and the skin of a
frog for armor. Then, making a drum
of the remaining half of the walnut
shell, he beat upon It, proclaiming war
egainst the king. ox

By and by he came upon a cat.

““Where are you bound, Mr. Black-
bird?” asked the cat.

““To fight the king,” answered Black-
bird, furiously.

“I will join you,” said r&n cat. *“He
bhas drowned many of my children and
pelations.”

“Hop into my eab,”
bird, The cat jumped
bird's and settled
ably

On marched the Blackbird, beating
on his drum He had not gone far
when he met & number of ants

“YWhere are you going?’ asked they.

“To fight against the king,” said Mr.
Blackbird, scowling darkly.

“We will join you,” sald the ants,
*“for he has been guilty of having hot
water poured down our hole.”

“Jump into my ear,” sald Blackbird.

They obedlently jumped in and Black-
bird marched on, ceaselessly beating
upon his drum and everywhere pro-
claiming war upon the king. Soon he
ecame upon a rope and a club, who,
when they heard mission, also
Jumped into his ear and traveled with
bim.

Whe

wes &

sald the Black-
into Mr. Black-

ear down, coInfort—

his

he was near to the king’'s pal-
@ce, Blackbird had to cross a river.

“Where are you going, Mr., Black-
bird?"’ asked the river, and again Mr.
Blackbird said, ‘“To fight against the
king.”

“I think I'll come with you,”
river

Now, Blackbird's ears were well fill-
ed, indeed; but he found a stray corner
for the river, and away they all went.

By and by Blackbird came to the cas-
tle door and knocked loudly.

“Who's without?”" asked
keeper.

sald the

the door-

¥ oMy, Blackbird, come to fight the king
eand reclaim his wife!"”” answered the
knocker, loudly.

When the doorkeeper could speak for
laughing he escorted Blackbird into the
presence chamber,

“What is ‘your
king.

“I want my wife right away,”
Blackbird, very firmly.

“That so?’ said the king.
wanting."”’

““You refuse to give her to me?"” asked
the Blackbird.

“Certainly,’”” said the king.

_“On your own head be it,” sald the
Blackbird, fervently.

““Ho, knaves, seize this impudent fel-
low!"” cried the king, “Shut him up
among the hens. I ween there will be
littie left of him on the morrow!"’

So they seized the Blackbird and put
tim in the henhouse. When everything
had grown gquiet, Blackbird called gen-
tly to the cat, asleep in his ear, te come
forth, and directed him to wring the
fowls’ necks. Never was heard such a
squawking! In ‘two minutes the air
was full of filying feathers, and soon the
Scene was one of carnage. After the
cat had done her worst she crawled
back into Blackbird’s ear and they all
went to sleep.

When the sun had climbed high in
the heavens ncxt day the king ordered

that Blackbird's body be brought to him
and that the hens be given an extra
€004 meal. What was his astonishment
when he heard that the Blackbird was
allve and well and singing merrily,
while the poor fowls were lying about
stone dead!

80 astounded was he that he had only
strength to gasp out an order that
Blackbird be shut in the stable with his
wild horses.

trouble?’ asked the
sald

‘“Keep on
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and more will

tuming this
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Mr. Hellyer sees much in the mari-
time provinces that might be remed-
fed to the advantage of both Canada

fol-

| and the & _q&e.
.

“In England we have a large num-

that is |

This wwas done,
Blackbira

but in the  night
summoned the rops ‘and

stick from his ear and so beat the,’

horses that very soon they wers all
dead. When their work had been ac-
complished rope and stick went back
and took their places in the Blackhbird's
ear.

Next morning the king gave orders
that the corpse of Blackbird be taken
from the stables. ‘“For surely,” gsaid
he, ‘‘the horses have made short work
of him!”

What was the king’'s astonishment
to find that the Blackbird was drum-
ming merrily away on his putshell,
_whlle all about lay the wild horses,
beaten to death.

The king's wrath knew no bounds,

N
and, thinking to settle the matter once
for all, he ordered that Blackbird be
put in with his elephants

That night the Blackbird was st
up with the great elept When
everything was still Blackbird called
softly to ants t th
sting the elep! s all over until they
were dead swarmed the ants
from Mr. Blackbird's ear to crawl up
into the elephants’ trunks,
and stinging so dreadfully that at last
all the elephants died.

Next day the king, in high glee, sent
for Mr. Blackbird's corpse, sure that
now his purpose had been accompiished.
But when his servants told him how
happy and lively they found the Black-
bird, and that his elephants were dead,
his majesty was desperate.

“Tonight,”” said he, ‘“tie the bird to
my bed!”

This was done, and just at midnlght‘.
the king heard the Blackbird call softly
to the river to come forth and drown
him. .

Out poured the river until the king's
bed looked like a raft. floating about
the roy.ﬁ chamber.

In mercy, Mr. Blackbird,” cried the
take your wife and begone!”
Blackbird took his dear wife
they llved happily ever

the and

burrowing

{ing,

So Mr,
and
afterward.

home,

The Funny Old Men _

of Gotham

ERE is a rambling old town in

England called Gotham, and &

great many funny stories are told
of the droll, queer people who used to
dwell there.

It happened on a certain day that
two men of Gotham met upon a narrow
bridge. Hodge was returning home
from market, and Peter was on his way
to the market.

“Whither fare thou?” asked Hodge.

“To the market for sheep,” answered
Peter.

“For sheep,. indesd?”
“And, pray, which way
your sheep home?”’

“The way 1 came—over the bridge,”
answered Peter.

“Indeed you'll not,’” said Hodge.

“Oh, yes, 1 will,”” said Peter.

“you shall not,” said Hodge,
tively.

“I most certainly will,” said Peter.

Then the pair began to beat upon the
ground. with their sticks as though there
were a whole flock of sheep between
them.

“Have a care,’”’ cried Peter, “f:lse my
sheep will jump into the water.”

“] care not where they jump!"’ cried
Hodge. ‘“‘One thing only Is certain—
they shall not go over this bridge.”

“They shall, indeed,”” cried Peter

“If you say that again,” shouted tpe
infuriated Hodge, ‘1 will fight you.

“Is that so?"’ cried Peter.

Now just at this time another man of
Gotham came jogging along from the
market with a sack of meal on his
horse. He heard all the fuss and guar-
reling about sheep, but he couldn’'t see
a single sheep, and so he stopped and
said:

“It is strange that you learn not the
least bit of wisdom, foolish fellows.
Peter, come here and help lay my sack
upon my shoulders.”

Peter willingly did this, and the man
carried the sack of meal to the side of
the bridge.

“Observe me,” he cried, ‘““‘and learn
wisdom."”

Then he opened the mouth of the sack
and let every last bit of his meal slip
down inte the water.

“Now, good friends,’’ cried he, “canst
tell how much meal is in my sack?"”’

“Why, none, none at all,” cried Peter
and Hodge together

“Right you are,’”’ cried the man, ‘‘an@
you who stand here and quarrel about
nothing, sheep which have no existence,
have as much sense in your héads as
there is meal left in this sack.”

jeered Hodge.
will you get

ber of seafar’ng men who, through the

adoption of steam in place of the old

sailing ‘' vessels, must look

for a livlihcod,’the said. “These men
were praztically born. on the sea and
look to the sea amd Its various bran- |
ches of industry for a livlihcod It
strikes me it would be a far
plan to bring these men to Canada and
to man the fisheries with thém rather
tha nto allow oriental labor to usurp
these positions. The mem would be
only too willing to grasp at the op-
pur.tunvity and the country would ben-
efit by their ccming.

“I am told that on

betiter

the British Col-

|
\

elsewhere [

umbia coast large numbers of Japan- |

ese

are
so far as labor Is coneerned. It woula
would appeal to such an extemt that
this comrdition would be obviated.”
Duty to Young Men,
Reverting to the question of es-
tablishing the young men of means of
England in Canfada, Mr. Hellyer be-
lleves that just mow 'too little atten-
tion is belng given both by parents
and successful men of affairns to the

future of the young men of the day.|selling, exchanging,
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The Little Drummer Boy of
Warburtons

. PON an istand, &
mile from the
shores of Nova
Scotia, and near
Qape Canso,

old
grown
fortress which,
in former

Was the

of Rupert

stands an
moss -

days,
scene
Hay-
don's bravery.
Rupert

was B

Haydon

simpls,

uneducated
drummer boy in one of the old

and but one of the

line
regiments, long,

long line who have been called upon

from time to time to defend that fort,
founded some centuries before the Pil-
grims landed at

Plymouth and con-

structed by Baron de Lery, who claimed
the land for the royal crown of France

In the year of which we are writing,
1757, Fort George, as it was then called,

wes garrisoned by a detachment of

Colonel Warburton's regiment of foot.

It -was this inadequate force which
watched over a wide range of territory
besides guarding the plaee which it 0:-
cupied

France and England were at war
regular expeditions abounded

On a breathles
reached the fort
immediately

and
mer day word
was
of a

and salled
on, the
Y, harge of
In his care were the wives of

lled the drum-

, saying:

improbable

be gone for more than

that
1g8h I regret leavir

ldiers marched out thro
way, and Rupert

side and

Hayd
juietly t ne watched
gO

When they had all

he women's ald to hoi
bridge and close the
gates

This mounted
and watched the little craft
red-coated soldlers, until he
hind the first headla
Hardly was it out of sight, however,
before the keen, well-trained eye
perceived making
harbor from the opposite dire
Rupert kept his
the newcomer, Was it a
not, and it an enemy,
be let a

wooden

done, he the parapet
with

be-

laden

lost it

boy's

another vessel

for
eyes ste:

were would they
?

His thought flew to the recently de-
parted hment, to realize that
it ,was gone recall. The boy
squared his shoulders, for did not the
burden of defending a flag rest upon
them?

Unschooled though he was, his mind
was quick and active, and his brain was
busy mapping out plans, while his eyes
were intent upon the approaching’
vessel

Descending,
about him 'and,

leta only

beyond

the women
he could,

he gathered

as best

plained the situation and enlisted their ®

aid

They were a hardy lot,
soldiers’ wi
seemed to find them

these En h
es. The unexpected never
and

wanting, now

posi- g

rallled about the drumm
a will.

Hastily they put on old uniforms left
behind by their } and t n
outward appearar s British
soldiers. They helped in !
cannon in the bastic
uted small arms among ther
placed ammunition at
vals.

Fully equipped, the
women marched in plain view up and
down the ramparts with a musket upon
her shouider.

All eyes were centered upon the ap-
proaching vessel, and as it came nearer
and nearer to the fort they made the
place fairly buzz with the outward ap-
pearance of activity

The soldier women, in twos and threes,
strolled down to the pebbly shore, ap-
peared to regard the
and walked away. Others

they

bands,

fort's

convenient

inte

one of soldier

vessel
came and
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< IMORE THAN A WILLON

| Medicine Ha

He has various finan- |

went, appearing
walking off over

in all directions and

the nills, only to re-
appear from behind the rock

All of this lone
vince the newcomers
proached a fort which

and trees
con-
that they ap-
f gar-

was merely to

was

essel

ceeded to dispose his
advantage
try alone
forth, witl
escort.
They carried a flag of truce, and
way

forces t t

Leaving his red-coated sen-
1e parapet rched
rest of his f as

between the {ntrenchments and t
water's edge Rupert
single rank and
shore alone

drew them

advanced to
that
ar clo i
ped some
shore, and fro

emissary helc

He well judged the wom
guise would not be
The French boat
yards from the
vantage point
verse w
‘““Hey;

your

imer boy
boy!” he called, ‘“what
commandant mean by s i
child to parley with me? Infornm
that I desire speech with him.

“Impossible,"” said Rupert, laconically.

“What do you mean?" indered the
Frenchman.

“Simply that the commandant is busy
and cannot see you,” was Rupert's
retort. ‘“You may send any
vou desire through me!”

“How condescending!™

renchman, witheringly.
tain Rabentine,
Cerise

““A privateer!” cried Rupert. “We had
thought a na
ward off the suspicious glances cast by
the man at the drummer's cort.

“‘Burely cried the
boy, '“you have not taken all this bother
simply are. What
message shall ndant?"’

200l
message

“I am
commanding La

you frigate'’—this to

Captain Rabentine,

to inform us who you
I bear mj mma
“Infoom him, 1 the irate
Frenchman, i Y im that I
to ‘anchor ug
is better, for severa
not bother him s¢
alone, Go
answer."

The drummer joine
-and marched

with them.

He stayed witl

turning to Cag
ceremor
shouted  Rabent

fore I'm through t
officer. I am no
tell you. I wonder if
whole garrison ald arcely outnum-
ber my 200 brave soldiers
man La Be : b les others to
work the ship and I > the guns.
What does the commandant answer?"
“1 was 1 sald
Rupert, coo nations
are at can offer no harbor,
unless you surrender yourself and crew

intend

the h ) here

swiftly

“This

fled with,

he knows that his

men

instructed to tell you,

since our

‘that,

war, we

as prisoners, as well a
‘“What? What's
n d

your ship.”

the en-

1 of his fort,
else the flag of France wave above
it sooner than he thin

He gave a swift order to his oarsmen,
and his boat cast off toward the ship.
his
prepared

could.

The intrepiu dru r and

returned within the fort and

DETtY
party

their defense as best they
French had
three pinnaces, filled
with armed men, made off from the
side. Rabentine knew that it would be
impossible to work his ship in an un-
known and dangerous harbor, so that
his boats were without help from the
ship's guns.

The water was running high, and the
heavy boats, necessarily ded to

progress.

As soon as the
his ship,

captain

regained

kept hes
sea, made extremely slow

Rupert gnd his strange garrison were
ready As nearlv as possible he tralned

his guns upon the -boats.

BEING EXPENDED |

(Continned from Page 1)
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|
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When they had come within range,
Rupert commenced firing as fast as the
lanyards could be pulled.

Again and again the women soldlers
while the
roar of the discharges echoed over tha

reloaded the heated cannon,

fort and clouds of smoke obscured the
view,

Although, as was to be expected, the
volley went far wide of the mark, it yet
damaged the privateer.

Upon the beginning .of the firlng from
the fort the Frenchman commanding
the leading boat had ordered the oars-
the head

that the boat might

men to present of their craft

to the fort, be as

small a target as possible. Those in
the boat
maheuver,
could be done
it had

e.

The boat
i and
gling furiously in the high secas

The crew of the remaining boat
al] their efforts toward rescuing
drowning comrades and getting
safely out of range.

By the time they had reached thelr
ship night was beginning to fall and
Captain - Rabentine realized that if he
did not shelter fu b

harbor he ~holce

behind had not noticed this

and 80, before anything
to ward off the danger,
smashed Into the other's gun-
struck
| rews

side

were

had her tove

soon strug-
bent
their
them

find
had no

®t0 sea

ping his cable, he ordered that t
small stormsails be spread and an effort

»de to beat out of the harbor, But
flood tide was on, and, hard as t!

vessel struggled, she could make

safety

the

only possible road to

past the fort, and so out
way
Well Rabentine knew
would be enough to
ess, but it was
nd he gave the order
The vessel swept down on
rolling and pitching, her decks™p
1p wi foam There was no chance
guns; the had
ling to ratlines and
hey approached
which they had attacked so 1 1
They sailed to within a hu
vards of the embrasures, from which
16oked forth the grim muzzles of can-
non

that oneé
render

his only

crew enough
shrouds

the Dbattle

hand,

All the guns

Haydon
had been

Lanyard In Rupert

stood within.

P
carefully sigbtedAYM"ure was impossi-
ble. A single pull upon the cerd, and
the crew' of La Belle Cerise would be
facing their Maker. Of a sudden the
drummer dropped his Janyard and
turned to his soldlers, ‘“That would not
be battle,” he said, quietly. “That
would be murder, pure and simple!"

In a second he had caught up th
white flag of truce and, leaping h
upon the parapet, waved it aloft

Aboard privateer the
was known and understood at
an Instant the Frenchmen,
moment to be outdone in
climbed to their halyards.

As the to ng ship swept by the
the proud and glorious ensign of France
was hauled to the deck in salute to that
drummer boy of Warburtons,

Before it was raised again La Belle '
Cerise was a glimmering speck upon the

ridden ocean.

the meaning
once, In
not for a
courtesy,

fort

to Write

T IS said that in 2800 B, C. the Chi-
I nesesrecorded events by knots in a

cord As {t was found that these
did not last a great length of time, t y
began to cut notches in bamboo sticks
and tablets. These notches did not last
much longer, and an old
savant, who had spent a great deal of
time in studying the clawmarks of birds
and beasts in mud and sand, began to
take such signs and pictures of birds,
fishes and animals to convey words and
jdeas that he wished to make known

So began the plcture writings of
China.

In this language a tree expressed the
word wood, and two represented
Three placed

two, the

very Chinese

trees
a forest. “one
the other conveyed
‘“‘shady” to the reader

Pictograms representing a boy nd
girl together were intended to (‘nﬁ'ey
the idea of everything good and beauti-
ful.

In some cases, from a picture repre-
senting one idea, hundreds of variations
were made. Plctograms were in gen-
eral use from the date of thelr inven-
tlon up to 1100 years before Christ. The
art of printing was known to the Chi-
nese as early as the fifth century, but it
was not until the tenth century that it
was generally used. Then the Confuclan
classics were printed from block letters.

trees. over

word
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CHANGING SEASONS

With the changing
changing of n in
store, the

Changir
and goir
chances
tigation.

‘The Want Columns are the index
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these HP‘OUX'Y\IHHH‘!\
they offer a way for business ex

pansion and point to possibilities for
gainful transactions in many lines.
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DICK WHITTINGTON

AND HIS CAT =

N THE olden times
there dwelt in the
green lanes of

England a boy

who was called

Dick Whittington.

He had no idea

whose son he was,

for he had first
seen the light of
day in a poor-
house, where he
lived until he was

7 years of age
The people of
the little fellow
st he decided to

ick and to the
life in

to keep

and Dick grew
Having hear
paved
the city and make his fc
There was no 1
ad to take, so Dick wandered about
ind for
beside the cart
elped

» London streets
out to
rtune

were |

with g« he set
visit
one t te 1 which

a carter bo

the
horse and

ght, and this
for this with a

Day after day he trudged along be-
side the cart until at last London Town
w2s reached The carter by this time
was tired of beir llowed about, and
drawing a gave

begone

eket

helplessly from
lost. Ragged
hed with

he looked pre-
People were
could find
From tiine to
ood were thrown
ost part the lad

beggar

na ne

the boy
the

had
night of
e wandered into
od before the
it and weary.
of the

been
the

house,
X , yelled sharp-

1y for I ) g0 away unless he wanted

to be ki away

Di athered

I f together and
iragged on a little further,
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lad, and continually hoped that some
day the cook might Jeave and that he
might get a cat
One day a visitor to
house gave Dick a penny.
through streets that
canie ac a woméan
arm

naster's daughter,
who had always a
his kindness
cot-bed was given
and he endured m
ross cook rather t
a home
the numb

1e In the

his master's
As he went
morning he
held a cat
asked the

the
ross
under he

wno
Eagerly he
the animal,

“Sixpence,” said the

price ot
woman, “and it
a fine m
‘Sixpence! ied
a pen
When
could get 0

and I have

Dick;
only
woman
more
Dick for his penny.
animal in his roor
was rid of
Now,

sent his

found that she
she soid the cat to
He established the
and
one plague, at
when the

very
least,
hant, Fitzwarren,
ign ports, he gave
s a chance to make
sending out goods to be sold.

Everybody a

soon he

each

money
something to send save

en at length he was com-
forward, his eyes were

Dick, and w
pelled to
full of

I hav

call my

world to

d he. The

jeered at him;
the boy bring his
over to the master

servants
but the 1 ter bade
cat and deliver it
of the
It seemed to Dick that he could not
bear the gibes and jeers of his fellows,
1 morning he packed
his bundle and set out to seek his for-
tune. The house was far behind him
when he sat down in a field to think
Just at this time the Bow Bells began
to ring out merrily. Dick listened and
fancied that he heard them chime:
Whittington,
of London!"

Dick listened der and harder, and
Surely that was
to he On and on the
Dick sprang up with new
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celved the ship’s master kindly, and he@
traded with them. His wares werée all
new, and so, of course, welcome. Hi@
fame spread to the king of that coune
try. who, belng greatly pleased, askel
the shipmaster to come and dine with
him,

The dinner was not set on a table, but
on the floor, and the guests sat about
crossiegged,

No sooner were the dishes set down,
however, than the smell of the dinneg
brought forth a great company of rafg

helped themgelves to everything,

The ship's master was amazed, an
asked tha court if they d4ld not find th
rats very unwelcome visitors,

“Oh, yes,” said they. ‘‘So unwelcome
that the king would give half of his
kingdom to be rid of them."”

‘““Aha!”" quoth the captaln, remembere
ing Dick's cat. ‘I have on board the
English animal which would make shorg
work of them.”

‘Say you so?’ cried
I will

gold and

the king. “Foe
load down yous
vessel diamonds and
pearls

‘She i{s a very famous animal went
on the shrewd captain, “and I cannof

for she keeps the ship cleap
of all mice and rats, which would other=-
wise ruin my cargo.”

But the king refused to take no for
an answer, and the oaptaim sent for
the cat. Again the rats came forth,
but this time the cat made short work
of the rodents. Then she came purring
to the king, who was so delighted that
he gave for her ten times the value of
the cargo in the ship.

When the ship came salllng up te
Loondon Town she was the very richest
that had ever docked in London
Taking the pearls and gold and
jewels, the captain went straight to the
home of the merchant, who listened {n
delight and amazement to the tale of a
successful voyage and of the cat. Dick
was summoned from the kitchen, where
he had been cleaning pots and pans.
They had a great deal of trouble to con=
vince the boy that they were not mak=
ing fun of him, and that fortune had
at last favored him with a smile. When
at last Dick was persuaded, he fell upon
his knees and thanked God, who had
been s0 good to him

Dick wished to give his master and
Mistresg Alice of his wealth, but they
both refused. Dick gave of his fortuns
freely to his fellow-servants, not even
forgetting the cross oook.

Now that he was a rich man, Dick
Whittington lald aside his poor clothes
and dressed well and handsomely. He
became a presperous merchant, far
richer than his former master, and in
time made Mistress Alice his bride and
went into partnership with Mr. Fitz-
warren. Threes times was Dick Whit-
tington chosen lord mayor of London—
and =0 the Bow Bells were truthful as
wel]l :#; merry, and their prophecy came
true,

Now, all this happened many hundreds
of years ago, but, so far as I know, it
is the true chronlele of Dick Whitting=-
ton and his cat.

= The Cupims

vessel

port

tive of all the destructive in-

sects of South America. They
fasten on the native wood as soon as
it has been. félled and work their
rulnous ‘way _straight toward the
heart. They destroy wood in a way
somewhat simdlar to that of the toredo.
Several years ago pine lumber was
exported to South America from the
United States, and it was thought the
question had at last been solved; for
ot for years after its adoption by the
builders was the insect in evidence,
The cuplm works in, the darkness,
building long tunnels of mud on the
outside of bark and vertical shaft of
mud from the earth to the under side
of timber. It.is said that these in-
sects have thre poweér to destroy any
material except steel or concrete.

Deceiving the Evil Spirit

HE blacks in Australla have a
I very curious way of burying their
dead. The grave s so constructed
that the *evil spirit,”” coming to claim
a body, shall find it without a tenant.
It is dug very wide and deep, and one
side is excavated so as to form a shelf,
on which the corPsc reposes in a sltting
posture, . .with hands clasped about
knees, A boomerang is always placed
within. easy reach of the dead one's
hand, and a sheet of bark is always
arranged most carefuily between the
shelf and the grave.
After the grave has been filled in, B
mound of sticks is raised over it to
protect the body from wild animala.
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“COME along, never mind the dog.”

on

“Don’'t he bite?
“That's just what I want to see.
—Jwdge.

1 only bought him thia morning.”™
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