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The object of The Reference Book in lo afford Merchants, Manufacturers, Bankers, and others, granting 
Oedits, a ready and easy reference as to tlie Caijiital and Mercantile Standing of parties with whom they may have 
transactions. The present work (issued July 1st) contains 455,998 names—riming an increase over the last hook, 
issued in January of this year, of 25,425—while the corrections in styles and ratings for the present issue are 102,9(15. 
It will be seen from these figures that not only i .re the imperfections incident t*> a work of this character and magni
tude being rapidly removed, hut that the result i of the current season’s trade have been carefully noted.

But while this work is prepared with t ile most scrupulous care, we are at all times conscious that it very
inadequately represents the material behind it. 
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is only a secondary jiart of our.business ; and, useful as it may be, it 
is but an indication of the facilities we can at nrd our Subscribers in aiding them to safely disjieuse credit. Th* 
REFERENCE Book is merely an outgrowth of a large and comprehensive system, inaugurated and tested by us and 
oùr immediate jiredecessors years before any sich publication was dreamed of—a system which has for its basis a 
statement of all the facts and details gleantd from the ltest sources of information, which, year by year ns they 
accumulate, make u]> the history of every bus ness man in the country, The accuracy of these details is alike tested 
and VOUCHED FOR by their constant use as a lasts for credit by the huge number of Sulwcribers, whose confidence 
we have enjoyed for a fieriod now extending c ver a Quarter of a Century. It is obvious that, with these Current 
Histories of all applicants for credit accessih e, the merchant wlio neglects to avail himself of them, and contents 
himself, in the granting of even a single crée it, with the mere Rating of a Book, does himself very great injustice. 
He doubles the ordinary risks of credit by leai ing on a meagre ami at beat an incomplete guide.

We have now Twenty-nine offices located at the most important points, each sustained by liberal local jwtronage, 
alike testing and confirming the local inform*? tion gleaned by a stalf of rejiorters and travelers attached to each 
office, aided by an army of local corresjxmdei ta. With all these aids, with an experience of nearly Thirty Year» 
a continually large cxjienditurc and the emp loyment of the best ability, with the rejiorts kejit constantly correct
from their frequent use as a basis of credit, it 
possesses to-day stores of information of the u

is making no extravagant claim to say that the Mercantile Agency 
most value to its Subscribers, and that the volume of The Reference 

Book just jiuhlished will he more than ever u icful, not only for immediate reference, but as indicating the character 
and extent of the information which lies behi id it in the records of our various offices, access to which our sub
scribers are entitled, and to which we again urge them to have constant recourse, if their credits are to lie safely 
and wisely disjiensed.

SpedmjfTi copies can be seen, terms made 
at any of the Offices at the location given ab ive.
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known, and our general system explained and tested, ujxm application „
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