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FARMER CANDIDATE FOR RAILWAY 
COMMISSION
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ANDREW GRAHAM of Pomeroy - Unanimous choice of 
Western Agriculturists to represent their interests on Board 
of Railway Commissioners.

So unanimous and so strongly worded has been the 
desire ezpreened by the Manitoba Grain Growers that 
the Minister of Railways be asked to glee the appoint­
ment rendered vacant on the Railway Board by the 
death of the Hon. Thon. Greenway to a farmers’ repre­
sentative that a special meeting of the directorate of the 
Manitoba Association was convened at Winnipeg on 31st 
December to deal with the selection of a candidate. By 
common consent the name of Andrew Graham of Pom- 
woy was placed on the table and a resolution passed to 
the effect that the strongest pressure should be brought 
to bear upon him to allow hie name to go forward as 
the unanimous choice of the Western agricultural interest. 
Subsequently Mr. Graham was waited upon, with the 
gratifying result that after the matter bad beed put be­
fore him in the light of a duty he owed hie colleagues, 
b* withdrew the objections he urged at the outset anâ 
consented to accept the position If offered to him. From 
•11 sides the most enthusiastic support of the ezecutive’e 
choice has been received, and congratulatory letters (too 
numerous for space at "The Guide's’’ disposal) have 
come In. Beyond doubt there are few men In the west 
•o capable of doing justice to the onerous nature of the 
Position. By education and the training of a lifetime, 

Graham is admirably fitted to Intelligently and Im­
partially deal with the Intricacies of those Important In- 
tweets* upon which the Railway Board Is called upon to 
•Aindicate Whether as a stock-breeder or grain grower,
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Grange, we now frankly wlthd said In re­
gard to this one phase of the 1 d.

At the same time we canm ment agree
with the contention of our eon the action
of the company In proposing tc to Its own
shareholders at 71 cents on 1 than tt Is
actually worth. Is s matter 1 e company
and no one el.-w, and that the I e who ship
freight over the line are in no by what It
is proposed to do. The capital Iway has a
very direct bearing on the re charged by
that company, and even on the .any is per­
mitted to charge by public authority. This bearing Is 
effective although there may be P i definitely expressed re­
striction on the action of the public authority, as In the 
case of the ten per cent clanee in the charter of the Can­
adian Pacific. There is, for example, no question what­
ever as to the absolute legal right of the Railway Com- 
nflksion to regulate and control freight and passenger 
rates on the Grand Trunk, bat that right In practice Is 
rendered largely valueless by the fact that the Grand 
Trunk Is overcapitalised. It in well within the mark to 
say that at least one-third of the stocks and bonds out­
standing In the name of the Grand Trunk represent either 
waste or water, and still every dollar of that capital Is
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