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TME DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Probably the most imjjurtant ilepartment 

of the Man i lot «a government is that of agric
ulture Under the old government this de
partment was conducted very largely as a 
political side line and the agricultural interests 
of the province suffered in consequence When 
the new government came into power with 
progressive policies it was hoped and expected 
that the Dejiartment of Agriculture would 
take on the progressive character of the gox". 
emmet it's program But. instead of this the 
administration of the Department under Hon. 
Valentine Winkler has not cone up to c* [avi
ation* Almost from ltic beginning there has 
been more or less friction between the minister 
and the Agricultural College authorities 
Finally it has reached an open rupture hr- 
tween Mr Winkler and the advisory board of 
the college. The adx i
of men and wtenen who know Mamlolai and 
its needs, who were selected for their rapalali- 
ties and who under the Act have authority to 
conduct the college The faculty of the col
lege consists of men and w«*nen who have 
been selected from all uv«-r the continent be
cause of their special ability to conduct the 
various departments of the college work Yet 
the Minis 1er has apparently determined that 
it is his duty to run the college He has ox-er- 
ruled and defied the advisory tward and quar
relled with a number of the leading mrmliert 
of the teaching faculty He has made regu
lations that hax-e decidedly curtailed the 
effectiveness of the college work It has lawn 
apparent for tome tune that unless a radical 
change ia made the Agricultural College will 
deteriorate vapidly No good men and women 
with ability and independent slant will con
sent to art on the advisory board, nor will 
it be possible to secure or irtam ratable 
teachers on the college staff if the lersml 
situation continues The Minister of Agric
ulture * not an agricultural rmpe-rt and is 
not m touch with the work of the Agricultural 
College Neither has he m his department 
esperts capable of judging of the work of the 
Agricultural College He is however ap
parently determined to dremnate the college 
regard!» » of the <Unger of such an altitude 
toward» this great institution The Agri
cultural College should la the centre of a great 

•edureliooal work which should reich the 
farthest corners of the leuxinre and have the 
unqualified supjurt ami co-operation of the 
Department and M uustet of Agrxulture. 
If the advway hard and the teaching faculty 
are not capable of performing their duties it 
would be different But their qualtfit étions 
have never ^ecn questioned It n»aikl be 
dangerous in the extreme and would la an 
unheard of twemlenl to plate the adnuni- 
stratum of the college in the hands of the 
Minister of Agriculture The present system 
of college administrai»*! has been <tended 
upon as the best and is the »me adopted by 
other agruvltural colleges and by mal «du- 
relf-^l institutions The future of agri
cultural education in Manitoba «friand» 
largely upon the dexrefcqeiient td-ths Agri
cultural ( « «liege and its «tension work and 
it will be a gréa' hss to the [eovtnce if this 
work » crippled by artatranr interference and 
dominai»xi on the (art of the I*partme»t 
of Agriculture But the trenj4amt against 
the department dors not end with the i«-Wge

departmental work It *»*ild appner that 
the department is not well »agaru*d It is 
also inspected that many of the employeea 
were appointed because of then puâitxal 
activities in support of the party more than 

of any special ability lor the work 
they are suppuemJ to do There has been no 
Deputy Minister <4 Agriculture lor more than

a year”and then- is no definite leadership in 
agricultural policy in the department The 
Manitoba government holds the record of 
being one of the most progressive governments 

We brlieve th it it has fu 
its tire-election pledges latter than any oilier 
government that has held office in Mamtolia 
or any other |>ruvinrr in Canada Its general 
administrative rvmr«l stands high li is un
fortunate that the n»*t unportant dejiartment 
should lie the weakest If this weakness were 
of a jMissive diameter it woukl not l* nearly 
so dangerous as the present situation which 
is mpjihng an. I rrtanling agricultural develop- 
inent thruoul the jiruv nice ( Hi a not lier liage 
in this issue are given srenr of the facts nf the 
trouble between the Minister and thé Agric
ultural College

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
There is world significance in the Rusaian 

revolution A great |*»>plc hitherto governed 
by. the cujaice of tiflicialdom. has sialdenly 
asserted its adherence to the jiniaiple that 
goxrniments slioukl he suheervient to the will 
of the governed It is too early to s|*eulate 
as to how far the sating of events anil carry 
Russia in the direct»*i of pojiular government. 
lait uulkatton* are not lacking that the emj*re 
is rij* he at least a o met it ut » mall y restricted 
monarchy with the real |merer in the hand» of 
the rejeesentatixres id the jeojile In any 
case tie events of the last few days must 
jeufoundly influence the jeugms if w.xUl 
events Hemes are entertained that the 
unmet lia It- effect will be a mrr vigorous 
|xose»ut»*i of the war Another riles t must 
be the strengthening of dssnocratic «enumenl 
now smoldering m (««many and which may 
yet be worth many army Avnsm» in the over
throw of Orman militarism History dearly 
shown that with each succeedul révolut»*i 
■gainst entrenched autocracy the fires of 
liberty have liumed brighter in other countries 
Even on the American «oniinrnt the hand* of 
three who are struggling far greeter j»fn»aJ 
frcexlum will br strnigthcncsl by the nirwwa 
of the greet and bloodies» revolution that has 
taken place in Rusas» within the last lew days

The hope that internally the rexroluUun 
will result m mise than a change ul rulers is' 
strengthened by the fact that the nominal 
representatives of the people have triumphed 
in a long drawn out contest for power with the 
l«ureaorrery m whuar hands the control of 
the empire mi centred and which reprnwwtid 
all that was undrn» eristic and rear ternary in 
Russian politics Thn sut representative ia 
the sense m which we understand the term 
the Duma do* rej meant the progressive and 
democrat* element in the oalirmal life of 
Russia ('reeled in 1101 by the edict ul the 
("ear. its meralarrs are not chosen directly by 
the people, but are elected by delegates which 
am chosen by turn er district sarmlfm. 
these representing all daises of the population 
THo not entrusted et the Ume of its creation 
with the jaiwer <4 initiating legislation, pro- 
vwton was made that its assent should be 
secured before a law could crane win forte 
and it has aim had aume supervisory power 
over the acts of authorities appointed by the 
Gear Brought into actual touch with im
perial affair» and pnth it* actual powers eu 
(inuimmlad there naturally resulted a con- 
teat with thr well-entrenched and reactionary 
bermurrw y for a w»lar control in the govern
ment of the elate In Uus content the Duma 
voiced the democratic «pirata** of the 
Russian people Its triumph in the preaenl 
cm* g, therefore, an twheatina that a per
manent forward step hat been made bya 
great people m theer struggle for liberty The 
revolution has been hastened by the cirruro-

stanee of w.ur BverTxince the outbreak of 
hostilities there have been rumors of divided 
councils in the conduct of that colonial enter- 
prise In spite of the strictest censorship it 
has tierome widely known thruout other 
nations, and doubtless thruout Russia « well, 
that < iennan influence was at work in high 
places by which the conduct of the war was 
f*ejudicially affected The I kuna evidently 
stood for greater efficiency and energy in 
carrying on the war. The struggle with the 
constituted auth«*ities over thin question has 
been one of the chief factors in hastening the 
political climax in which the Ciar and his 
family have l*scn dejiueed. the old bureaucracy 
removed and its place taken by men who are 
close to the Russian peojilc. and the ground 
cleared so that the foundation for s truly 
democratic government can be laid. Much m 
said of the new and chastened world that will 
emerge fn*n the jwvaent ..inflict If Russia's 
l*rt»ij*t»wi in that conflict mulls m demo
cratising her institutions and freeing her 
jicoplr risen the lhralld<«n of the iMirsaucrala 
she will be amjily repaid tho millions of roe# 
and I all»** of treasure be the measure of her 
sacrifice

WIN THE WAR CONVENTION
The movement in auisport of the Win-the- 

War (‘onvetilkm to I* held in Montreal next 
month ia twmg sujipiwtad in cities all over 
Canada The aim » to have about 1.200 
delegatee jiceeent from th* run* provinces, 
representative in numbers « wall « by occu
pât»** Executive nenmittaas from the prov
inces are to have a two days' session in advance 
tii isepers a jirogr*m for the larger convention.

The movement originated in Toronto and 
has the support of otiasns of both pnlaH 
jwtiea. according to the announcement to 
th* iMihhr. It is to be hoped that due con
vention anil be able to cryttidhae into nun ms 
form a plan for national action which anil ana 
the wpjMjrt of j*ifihc opinion Nothing w to 
be barrel from diaiiannn »mkby getting all 
the provinces together it is hoped to get s 
united ect»*i that so far has not bean all that 
could be de*red

Every guod citiaen of Canada is —1—m to 
bring the war to a successful U-rmination at 
the eariwt punahte moment A 
will lacUilate th* dewed end will receive the 
hearty support of the peuple The Ottawa 
government needs more ginger and if tine 
convention can only bring due about it will 
have arrumpltahed a great deal It can alee 
aid towards a hatter understand^ between 
Eaat ami West and between French and Eng
lish Whatever tende towards them good 
purpose» * much to be dewed.

SUCCESSFUL WAR LOAN **
Anmatntsmanla fnwn Otlaera are to dw 

•ffe« that the new war loan of f I to uoo.OQO 
will be very cunmiershfy over suhemfaed 
The bunds selling at 96 with five per cant 
interest make a vary attractive inveetmsmt 
awl large financial institutium as waff « 
individual inveetum have taken large sub
script »xm A very mnwdarahle number at 
small investies have alao purchased war 
m smaller amounts It » «pule evident that 
there ia plenty of im*wy m Canada to finance 
the country s part m the war Durnamir 
burrowing which h« now been 
once the war wdl no duubt be folic wnrf ia the 
future lor financing the needs of the — mil] 
With so much money ia the country B ta 
unfortunate that a larger pert ol it has eel

eve n>


