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rious retrospective vicw of my past life, 1 came to a
stand, whether or not to pursue the same course | had
done. I saw that it had becn marked with folly, dis-
appojntinent, and trouble. Having many friends, of
rather a dissipated character, and fearful that 1 might
contract bad habits that would, in time, prove the ruin
of both my famnily and myself, 1 resolved to enlist my
teeble exertions in the temperance cause. ‘This step
called torth some persecution, with the loss ot some
(rather warm) friends ; but [ found my conscience
was not injured by it. Thinking now on the general
good and evil and their causes, a3 existing in the com-
munity at large, I was constrained to acknowledge
that nearly all the good is instigated and set in action
by the Christians, white a general recklessness to the
promotion of educatiou, temperance, and other bene-
volent ohjects, pervade the ranks of those who regard
the Scripturcz as a ¢ cunningly devised fable.” Why
error (a3 1 conceived Christianity to be) should so
rriumph over truth in good works, was to me a pro-
blem which 1 could not solve. I knew there was a God,
and that he was a good God, and that all good things
must meet with his approval. I immediately began
to inquire more closely into the evidences of the Chris-
tion relizion.  'T'he nice adjusunent, order, and har-
mony observable in the works of nature throughout
the vast empire of God, had affurded me an agreeable
theme for contemplation. I could find no disagree-
inent of parts or inharmonious jar in the grand or-
ganization of the physical universe. But the mind of
man [ found was of a nature not to be satisfied or har-
monized with material or finite objects. Herc was a
contusion apparent in the intellectual world which |
could not account for, and which was altogether irre-
eoncilable with the character of God, as manifested in
thematerial creation. The fault I knew could not be at-
tributed to him. Yet the mind of a strictly moral man, [
found, fro:n conversation with candid friend-, as well
as my own experience, has in itsown nature principles
warring against ity harmony and happiness. \Why
this is so was to e some time a mystery.  Atlength
itentered my mind that my native gloomy and discon-
tente:d feelings might be the result of what Christians
eall “ our fallen nature,” and that harmony might be
produced if' I could become reconciled to God by he-
lieving in Jesus Christ with a heart unto rizhiteousness,

‘This Christians told e was the case with them ; and

that they were alsq discontented befure their con-

version ; but now they were extremely happy under

all circumnstances with religion. I this were true, |

kuew it would make the harmony in creation complele.

I perceived also the power which man possessed, nc-

cording to the plan of salvation, to be made happy or
miserable, constituted a great part of his intelligence
for if he had no such power, he could-not have a
knuwlc«lge of what is wisery or what is happiness.
They arc known only by their degrees of opposition.
‘This alsg makes the soul that has been reiieved from
the burden of sin, by a blessed Saviour, grateful to
that Saviour, and love to praise his name. ‘I'he Di-
vine instinct has implanted in the human wind, which
# ever unsatistied with any thing but the anticipation
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of immortal joys, as a proof of the immortality of the
soul, the same ns the instinct of a bird that never saw
an egg, prompts it to buill a nest, is a proof that the
bird will lay eggs ; or the instinet of a duck or goose,
which prompts it to plunge into the water at first
sight, is a proof that it can swiin. Whenever Gol
has given an instinet, or longing desire to his crea-
tures, we find that he has made something suitably
to answer or satisfy this instinct or desire.

A book on the Evidences of Christianity, by Charles
Bennett, arrested my attention.  Bennett was a philo-
sopher, and his extensive historical knowledge in fur -
nishing him with means, and bis clear and correct
mode of reasoning, cstablished certain tenths in iy
mind which had been previously overlooked. | now
viewed the plan of salvation as discloscd in the snered
volue, to be somiething eatraordinary indecd ' Un-
der these feelings, I went one Sunday evening in Ja-
nuary last, by the invitation of a neighbour, to the
Methodist chureh, to bear a sermon by the presidin
elder. I was a very attentive listener to the wort
preached that evening. The apparent conseious bol.!
ness and sincerity ot the nmuinister, while expatiatin;
on the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, made nia
thiuk it might all be true ; that Jesus died for sinners |
that ‘a change of heart might be the consequence
of ardent prayer for merey 5 and that the grave migh
not be our eternal prison house.  While under these
ipressions, though notin the least agitaicd, I prayed
ardently in my mind, that the sane Jesus whom be
preached, nnd seemed to put so much contilence i,
would, werc 1t po-sible, aive me some token tiat
these things which had apneared so long ainy~torions
delusion, Jeading the people into blind entiiusiastic
devotion, were really true. No <ooner had ny mind
hecome stationary on this subject thau 1 felt a chilling
tremour abont the heart, which soon became ditfused
throushout my whole system in a feartul shuddering
sensation.  ‘T'he service was not more than halt over,
vetI became anxigus to leave the house, from a fear
that seemed to possess me that I <houll be converte:d
that evening. I thought I was not yet prepared in
my business or family for conversion,  To shake o
this tremlins seneation, I endeavoured ty absent my
mind frony the subject 5 but this being of v aval, |
left the house in company with a fiicud, under a Lar-
den-of feeling I shall never forger.  Fendeavoured 1o
pray that nigzht, but could not.  The next morming |
felt very much mortitied on reflectinzg on what had oc-
curred to me. [ was ashamed, as | knew [ muost have
been the object of notice in the chur- i, T knew that
the powerful “conviction I had felt was in answer to
my prayer ; yet in twenty -four bours afier, being in-
terrogated by a friend on the sulject, [ denied i, and
attributed my feelings to another eause. Thiy was to
me quite astonishing, in thus having a disposition t,
lie on such an important su'ijeet.  Ieould account for
it in no other way but that my heart must be very
wrong, and beyond the power of curing. I remained
in this state of mind for about five months ; some-
times striving to dishelieve the word of God from the
my<teries it contained. und also from what I conceiy -




